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Quelt. 2, What it & to confeſs Chriſt. 3 
(as far as appears)he was not atall yet made known: But theſe re- 
proaches were rather, in whar he had pygſcribed, and hi-pra- 
Qiledz in the Dottrines which (as Moſes well knew) Chriſt had 
imparted, and inthe Dxties which (as he well knew alſo) Chriſt 
had injoyned. | 

Paul Ricks not to call the Goſpel of- Chriſt by this name, 
Chriſt and Chrift crucified, x Cor.1.23,24. Chriſt being (in- 
dced) the Sumand Swhjet? eAtatter of the Goſpeiz that con- 
rains all matters of Chriſtian Bclicf and Obedience. Plaioly, 
The preaching of Chriſt, imports the preaching of whatſoever 
matters of Faith or Woryozp are preſcribed by, and point: us to 
hinf® as their Ezdand canthor, AGTs 5.432, & 11.20. & $54 
Phil 1.15---19. ad CY rr 

Hence, the confcſlion: of Chriſt myſt import alſo, the con- 
feſſion of whatſoever matters he hath ſo preſcribed, whetherof 
Faith ot Werſhip. For your profeſs:on of. him muſt be of -the 
ſame latitude with our preaching of him, and fo, extenſive to 
the whole Doftrine contained in his Goſpel, 2 Cor, 9.13. 1 Theſ. 
1,5, 4d fiaem, = _ 

Again, the Wo: a's of Chriſt (which comprehend all the Ds- 
arines and Duties of Godlinci5) are explicitely made.the' Object 
of confeſſion, together with Chriſt, Mar. 8.38. Lokeg. 26, And 
they that have learned rheſe concerns, are therein,(aid to have. 
learned Chriſt as likewiſe thoſe that dey them, are therein ſaid to 
deny him, Theres ſo exaR,and cloſe an union-and connexion be- 
tween him and them, which carry the impreſſion of Chriſts name 
upon them, Eph.4.20. Fadey.q.2 Pet.2.1. 

Let me fubjoyn;. that as Chriſt accoums thoſe aRs of charity 
done to, or detained, from. him, which are done to, or detained 
from bus Members, Matth,25. 40,45 So, he accounts thoſe as 
of confeſsiow as done to, or detained from himſelf, which are 
in declaring for, or denying of hs Matters, 1 Joh.4.2,3. 2 Job. 
V4.9. p 
- The 4# or operation before us, in references this 0bje?, 
is toconfeſs, [What «it toconfeſs Chriſt ? ] Thisis (2) E*- 
. B clafive 


ot | 

4 What it « toconfeſs Chriſf, Queſt. 2. 
clyſive of three” things in'the Negative; wit; 1. Of Deming 
bio and his '71##hs (oppoſed' ro: confeffing,” Marth? to: 37, 33. 
Luke 12.8.9.) 2. Of Detaining or withholding our Teſtimg- 
#y, whetherby a downright concealment, ot by diſſe mvling co- 
verts. 3. And of Deferring or delaying our Teſtimony till 
another time, when It is of preſent debr and uſe, Theſe tio are 
implicitly » anterpretativery, and to their degree, a deniall of 
Chriſt. (2) *Tis 1nvlafive of this, in the Affirmarive; 1. That 
we acknewledze Chriſt and his concerns; *2 . Afnally, or in p:e- 
ſent: andalio: 3. Openly or publickly, i.e notonely in ſecrer, 
berween'Godiand my own fetf\, bur"fo,"as ir may'* be, to aghers 
fenſeand obſervation allo." Sd mich 'r, The Notation of the 
word 5c and 'Confitebitur doth import: 2. And' the next 
words to confeſs do intimate ir, vi: before men : 3. Andthar 
noble; and worthy Promiſe 'of Chriſt; immediately fybjoyned, 
does inſtruct usas 'muctalfo,\'/a!fo wilconfeſs,T.c. I wilt pew! | 
acknowledge him before the Angels, and Wh my Father which- 
«x ## heaven, Mart.10.32, Luke 12.8, © | w” 

Bur more eſpecially, What ir is to confeſs Chriſt, ſeems beſt 
explic#red; by-confidering 1 How 'tis #njoynet, and 2. How 
5 iluraratmthe Seriprites faſt mehtioned. © | 

. "fTismmjeywedas a Debiief Fuſtice from ns to him: from «s 
#5” his-I»feriov#s; to him, as our Swperior- So that to confeſs. 
Chriſt, beſpeaks fuct- an 'open acknowledgement of him, as in- 
cluderh® 2,7His: Rights jtborh of® Dignity with him, and of 
Dominiow ove us. 2,” And out Reletion to, ind dependance up- 
on him. $6 REYES, 

-\*Tis iHuftrated-by Chriſts confeſſion of-us, whichis ror with- 
out the acknowledgement of our - _—_—_— ons to Him, and of 
his dear Aﬀeten3 torus : <o tharrhis fon of Chriſt by us; 
implies lixcwiſe our publick* acknowledgement” of his nearneſs 
and' relation. ts we, arid of our dtarneſſes and affetions pls 


him, ; ; ; ; ; Z | 
"TONS WAESIINEE: fm up-/everally, and as ſnecindtty as 1 
may. | KY ; 01 210 KELL I | 
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Queſt.2. What it is to confeſs Chriſt, 
I 
Firſt , We are to acknowledge the Rights and Dignities of 
Chriſt, Phil. 2.11. This is to prþpfcſs our Faith of Chriſt, and 
ſpeaks the profeſſed ſenſe we have of him, Theſe Rights being 
of a large compaſs, this confeſſion canngt be of a little compre- 
henſion : Butihey may be conſidered, and are to be confeſſed, 
with relation to his perſon, and ro his place and call ng. 

1. We arc to acknowledge then the Rights of, and apper- 
raining to hs perſon; which was the ſubje&. matter »of_ thoſe 
ſignal and momentous confeſſions by Peter and Fohn, Marth. 
16.16. John 1.34. & 6 69, Within this verge, we may taken 
the conteſsion (1) Of his imofold Natwre,; Divine and Humane; 
Iſa.g.6. 1 Fomn5.20. & 4.2. : (2) The tranſcendent Union 
of thoſe Two Natures in oxe perſon, 1 Tim;'3:16,Johit1." 45 
(3) His tranſcendent perfections and fulneſs , fohn 3. 29-*-33. 
Cantic.5 9,10. And therewithrakethin (4) His twofold ftate, 
both of Abaſement or Humiliation, and of Adyincement or 
E xaltatien ,  Phil..2- 6-:-12. Thar taketh: in the confeſsion of 
whatever appertaineth to his Conception, Birth, Life, Death, 
aud continuing inthe ſtate of. the dead, till the third day, 1ſt. 7- 
14. & 9.6. CAHS10O. 38, 39. 1 Cor.15.3,4. This takes in the 
open acknowledgement of / his Reſurredfion, Ad ſcenſion, Sitting 
at the Right hand of God, and hu coming again to judge, both the 
juſt and unjuſt , and wharſoeyer appertainerth to thems OF 
which the Apoſtles and Primitive ' Chriſtians were, and we (to 
our proportion) ſhould be witzeſſes, As.10.39--44. | 

2. We are to. acknowledge:the Rights of and apperiaining to 
his Place and Of fice, as che Anointed Chriſt, according tothe me- 
morable and imitable'Examples of Peter, and of Martha, Luke 
9.20. John 11.27. This indudes our open acknowledgement 
1: Of his 4nc:nting, with a moſt (diffuſive! Fulnels: botly of Av- 
thority and Ability, for his Place and Office, Pſalm 45. throng h- 
out, And 2 Of his actral asſcharge of theſe Offices, according 
B 2 | ro 
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- What # i toconfeſs Chriſt: Queſt. x 
10 his twofold Eſtate, and the Exigences of thoſe for whom he 


ſtands inveſted, 1ſaiah 33.22. Acts 5.31. as Prophet, Trieft 
and King : of which more in the enſuing Paragraphs. 


FL. 


Secondly, We are t# acknowledge openly our Relations te; 
and dependance on Chrift, Iſaiah 45.23,34. This is to confets 
our F4ith in Chriſt, and ſpeaks our profeſſed Subjection ro Chriſt. 
Our Relation to him is not founded oficly upon an external call 
by, and conſecration te him, but upon an effectual call by, and i- 
ternah conjunction with him. This Union or conjunction is 
made by Faith, on our part ; Epheſ 3.17. which receives Chriſt, 
and ſo relates ms.to him, in al his Ofhces, John 1.12. t cor 1.30, 
So:that'our Faith and Hope in, as well aS of him, and our velun- 
74ry Obedience: tohim (which I ſum vpin one word dependance) 


is proper matter of this Profefsion , and open acknowledge- 


ment, whereof we are now ſpeaking, 1'Pet.3.i5, 2 Corinth. g, 

1:3.. So | POE. | 
- 1. Weareto acknowledge our dependence on him, in poirt 
of Light, and for Revelation and guidance, as our ”ropher, As 
3.22,23. Thus we arcto confeſs him, (1) As our alone Teacher, 
and the S#preme Prophet: of his Church, John 1.18: Heb:1.2. 
Noradmirting (ſo far-as-concetns us) either 1.. Officers of þu- 
mane Invention, ro reach, 2 Tim.4.3. Epheſ 4-11.56. Or 2 Hs 
Officers, teaching humane Impoſtures, 2 Zohy, verſe 10. Rom. 
16,17, Or 3 Opinionsand DoQrines of humane Imagination, 
Tude, verſe 3,4. 1 Tim. 4. 1---7. Or 4 Ordinances of humane 
Inſtitution, to-reach by and with, Cel. r.20.44 fnem. Ai which 
we are (according to our capacities, and the preſent circumſian- 
ces wearein) toprofeſs againſt. (2) All that he hath taught and 
doth teach, for our Edification- and Initraction, Colofl 1. 9, 10. 
Len grepss rn arr he hath ſo taught, that we m4y part 
with, or muſt nat profeſs, due circumſtances attended, Proverbs 
23.23. Maith,28.:0. (3). Ail whereby he doth teach, Ikewiſez 
as 


LIMI 


Queſt. 2. What it i to confeſs Chrift, 7 
as his Spirit, 1 Cor.2. 12,13. his Scriptures, Phil.2.16, his Ser- 
wants by Office, Hebr. 13-17. as alſo his Sacraments, 1 Cor.11. 
26. All which we muſt give our teſtimony to, and for, wherein, 
and when God ſhall call us thereunto. 

2. We are to acknowledge our dependance on him in point 
of Life, and for Reconciliation to God, as our Prieſt, Hebr. 6. 
2, &c. So we are toconfeſs him (1) As our alone Prieſt, with- 


- ourany Colleague or Succeſſor, after Melhiſedes's Oraer, Heb, 


711,12,28. and may nor admit (as far as concerns us) any other 
order of Priefthcod, Heb. 7. 15---20 any other 0bſervances, 
3s Alrais, & 6. properly appertaining to: that abrogared Prieſt- 
hood, Heb.7.18. any other Meazs of Reconciliation, 2 Cory. 
19, AQs 4412. or any other Maker of Intercefsion, Hebr.7. 
24.25. (2) Tte abſolnte perfeFdions of his Pricfthood, Heb, $, 
1.2.0, 45 one thar was perfectly fitted for it, Heb,4. 14,15, 
perfedly fulfilked v hacſocver was prefigured concerning it, Hebe 
6.11,05. hath perſeiy freedus Hom all Legat Rites and Tn- 
Riru:ions, and from the Lords revenging Juſtice, 2c6. 9. 18, & 
9.28; and'is a Prieſt for ever more, Heb 7.3. (3) The a#s and 
parts of his Prieſthood, both 2. Paſs, inthe offering of himſelf 
a-Sacrifice orce for all : Not admitting any other proper Sacre- 
fice, or whatever ot her pretenſions- are-made, or uſed, for Divine 
Sets fattion, Hebr.10.12,0. 1 Per 118,19. And 2, Preſent, 
in kis continued appearing, inthe preſence of God for us, neb.g. 
24. 1 Tim 2 To 

3. We are to acknowledge our deperdance upon Chriſt in 
po'nc of Law, and for application of the Redemption wrought 
by him, as for regulation alſo of. us, 1/4145 45.22. Fohsn 1. 49. 
And fo, (1): har ir is his 4/oze Prerogatiye to be King and 
read of 31) his Church, 7a. 9. 6,7. Epheſ.1.2:. ro conſtizute 
Church-Laws., properly-ſo called, 1ſaiah 33.22, to ſubſtitate 
Church-Officers, 1 Corinth.12.28, Epheſ.4.8,11, to inſtitute 
Ct.urch-Seals and Cenſures, Matth.28.19. g& 18518: 1.Corinth, 
12.23. and to have the alove -inveſtiture of the Conſoieace , 
| FL Iſaiah. 


 - What it is 10confeſs Chriſt. Queſt.2.. 
1ſaich 4.12, 1 Corinth. 8.6. ad finem. (2) His adequate per- 

ectjons and-qualifications for this Kir gdome; Pſalm 43.1, &c. 
(3) His acts of power and adminiſtration, Ads 19. 8. inthe ure- 
ſiſtible application of thar life, and immortality he hath brought 
co light by the Goſpel, 1/aiah 5 5.4,5. In' reſcuing ſinrers from 
cheir natural ſervitude, into the liberty of his Subjects, ?ſalr 
_ 210,2,3, In relief of his SubjeRs, in and under+their ſtraits and 
ſufferings, 1ſa14h 63.9. In remitting of, and corre& ng them for 
their fins, Acts 5. 31. Revel 3.19, In rewarding their Services, 
Revel. 22-12. And in reſtraint of, and revenging himſcli and 
them, upon all his and their enemies, ?/«lzs 110.1, 

To inſtance all the matters of confeſſion, would make a juſt 
Syfteme of Divinity - I onely intimate ſome general Marks, 
and.with accord eſpecially, to the junRure of Times wherein, 
and Men among whom we live. Yet, .1 humbly conceive, that 
all che matrers of confeſſion may be reduced to one or other of 
theſe heads-; In (horr, as the whole form of ſound words, which 
we are to hold faſt, is by the Apoſtle briefly caſt under theſe two 
general heads, Faith and Love which is in Chriſt Feſus, ſo, 
therefore whatſoever is a Doctrine, either of Faith, orof 0be- 
dience (expreſſed by Love, becauſe Love is the Spring and ſum 
of it) is proper matter of confeſſion: : And in both we may be 
(properly envugh) ſaid toconfeſs Chriſt, he being the 0bject and 
Original of them both, 2 Tim.1. 13. 


IIL. 


Thirdly, We are to acknowledge openly Chrifts Relation to 
us, as well as exrs ro him z and therewith our dearneſſes for him : 
chat as be will avouch us for: hu, hereafter, before ' his Father, 
and nor be aſhamed to ſay, Theſe are mine, and will make us up 
as his jewels, Lake 12.8. Malac. 3-17: So ſhould we avouch hin 
far ours here"before men, appropriating  him.,' as .he doth us; 
with Thomas . ſaying, cHy Lord, and my God, and with the 
| Spoule, 


Queſt. 2, 13 hat it is toconfeſs Chriſ?, 9 
Spouſe, My beloved © mine, and lambs, John to, :8. Cant: 
2, 16». | 
. Jeſus Chriſt, at the great and laſt Day (as alſo to a degree, 
even here) ſticks nor to declare his figzal accounts of lincere 
Conteflors betore all the formal and ungodly world; his ſignal 
kindneiles in them, his ficdfaſt conſtancy to them, his ſupcila- 
uve compiacency tor them, his {oitemn clearing and acquitting 
ot them, from all whereof they are accuſed, and againſt all thar 
do accule or 1impiead them: And doth ſpecially confeſs and ac- 
knowledge what they have confeſſed of him, 'whar they have- 
faid, done, or ſuffered for him. V Vith proportion to this ac- 
know!ledg: ment of us by C brit in heaven, we muſt acknowledge 
c hriſt gpon earth, and may nor ſtick to acknowledge openly 
(though withour any oftentation ) (1) Our appteriations of 
Chriſt, beyond all, 741 39,8 Matth. 13.44,45- (2) Our af-- 
f: ons rowards Chriſt, above'all, Lake 'r4e:6. Cant 5.lo, &c 
(3) Our a3hefionof will to him, notwithſtanding all that may 
be teared, or is, or hath been felr, Acts 20: 23,24. & 21.13.14 
(4) Ourapprobation of him, and well-pleaſedneſs 'with him, in 
all chat they entier enjoy'of or 'by hit, or endure for him; or 
finde cojoyned'bythim, 2 Cor. 12:50. Romans 7.25, (5) Our 
adyocating for hits,” nd acquitting of him from all that is either 
objected againſt, 'or oppoſed” unto him,- Rom. 1.16. 1 Cor.1.21, 
&c, (6) HisaRionslfo in and upon'ts, a5 likejvife his Paffions 
for'tis; Pſalm 66716.1 Tim. rr 14 Hudh 55 4.8%. 26.999 
'Tihall onely annexthis ro whar'bath been premiſed' (ir being 
hitherts\-bur implicitly pointed aty That as by our colifeſſion - 
of Chriſt," is #tended an opendeclaration of him out Saviour; 
So:therewith is#»wplicdan open declaration againſt $i, which is- 
(indeed)-openly injurions ro his Offices; 211d to his. Honow:t 
Ard they that bear an open teſtimony againſt ſin, dotherein 
bear teſtimony to our Saviour, wioſe Quarrel they propugn, 
and whoſe- Cauſe they plead therein ; who calls them 4#s Wit- 
xeſſes, and counts their teſtimony againſt ſin, as a teſtimony ts 
| himſelf; 


10 Whoaretoconfeſs Chrift. Queſt. 3, 
himſelf; and their toleration of , or connivance at fin, as a 
turning afide from their Sacred Confeſſion, Rewvel. 19. 2,6, 13, 
14, &C, and 20 4. ; | : 


_— 


QUEST. 111. 
Who are to confeſs CarnsT? 


FF*O this (as to the inſuing Queſtions) T ſhall make a fezy ſhort 

Premiſes, then manifeſt my ſenſe in ſeveral Propoſitions. 
The Premiſes'are theſe: (1) . The Queſtion ir If ſufficiently 
intimateth, that the confcſsion of Chriſt by men is not pro- 
pounded as a matter ©4rbitrary, or of indifferency, but as a 
matter of Neceſsity, or of Duty; and imports as much as, Who 
are ingaged or obliged to. confeſs Chrift ? (2) This confeſsion, 
as it admits of ſeveral kindes (of which hereafter) - So.alfo, of 
ſeveral degrees in the {ame kinde. -(3) This:confeilion, being 
an open acknowledgement of what we know and believe. of and - 
in Chriſt, the knowledge therefore of Chriſt muſt be taken in- 
to conlideration herewith, , (4). The knowledge of Chrift is 
1 1mpoſsible to ſome; I mean, in ſecond Cauſes, » 2. Poſsible ta 


others; and is' 3 7mparted to fome. others..;; (5): This allo is 
done, orthis knowledge 1s diſtributed to ſeveral perſqns, in ſe- 
wveral proportions, of Evidence, Eminence, Eflicacy/and ,Inſtru- 
ment- . {6) According to mens knowledge of :Chutift, or caps- 
city for it, and according _totheir communications from and by 
Chrilt, this Q#eſtion (to me) ſeems beſt to be determined. The 
Propoſitions follow. 


Propof, 


Lg PRE 


Queſt. 3. Whoare toconfeſs Chriſt.-.. II, 


« 
Pa 


euher to 
they arec 


.£ 


im) 19.5'y 62! : 


12 Whos are to confeſs Chriff. mY ;Z 


'"' (35 By: the #veible Proceſs of *Chrilt inthe Day of Judþe- 
BE! whowill judge none by'the Wrirrth 14y "or thy the 7; 
of Faith; but ſuch'as have ſinned 3# the Law, "R6m.s. 12-79] 
So'that the conderfiriarion of 'the fe Gedriley will nor be, for nor 
cohteffins'ot; dr eldfing with" Jefus Chriſt, bur for-tior keegitit, 
tharjult Lawof Natbre;'which i846graver ity their heatug/* 2-7! 

_ fſ. 2. All thofe-arc ingaged ro rofefY Chritt, : -WHO WS Io 
4-6 Eno ce of RE Chr, and that 2s cver chey wonltd be 


thy 2brift; [Air; 10:33,68 Lek 12.8 } Tewlt 
: hat they \H3d hot K Rt if "Gods: will 
ora ; av they ##+Þr bive Tan Rin, Pip for 
efitir on vaxrmmnicy untenbcy Ot cartlt) Beſs] 1 C#:2:14,15,16.' 4:3. 
Chrift diuft hotvle his SF tigaty, becauſe of mths ſlot 
As hat reg tt dey + ts tevealtd; God reqtirech, that 
NhGet: ſhould Eolif ifs hot Fi HER Loyd, fo ergh 
P'ybe Farber; wg hy ix." rap ab1p vhs che 
 lhew'ts confels Chiiſe. yo T: Ny ay hr eps od 
hath ts, yea fwornicy Ce: 45-23, Remitg 11] 7 All are 
eopetracd,n ever they world (Z68fa eanitVt fit d.Rym.to.9,10. 
3. And that they 'kfi6\y Hor Thi is hot" for want 
of light, eb Ee "witens, ormter- 
ly theouphwiadarſs of wade, Vir "F0mhe! wlidg tverſation 


of ſuch men; who Jove gory MA hall Hen: 
-_ ig/.26"” 5 Pet.z. 


Bs i, 


ap vdj 
Tn Sv al biz} & + 


.Þ. HY ” wo "4 7 "os \& (x Ari 
_ N < 34 i L fe inC KOTA- By wo VEE: 
010A ide Ofict R628 bd & fame 
57 /4250h Bo vt ods + 19026 city © 2Jun inohey 
STE LIV/Hd" AOYII=S: ang Fon 7" 
dpuby, there is a preater —_ required of us RT 


ſpet, 


fe. 
Re woe: + 


Queſt. 3. Who ar4 treonfeſs Chrif. 9 
Fehtbenwas of | them; aindex.che Lafs. who bave greater helps 
trom-Gad; and:{o:preater ingatrmantyunto GDd 429.42; 3-75 Fo, 
- 2. All arenor «/{ke-ivtereſſed;ir regard; of their intruflmept 


by Ged, and iwploymevs among, wen.. and relation unto. boxk:: 
Fomeare bur ovely-in a pripete capdeity, gitbers ſtand in a paplick 


capacity, and may perhaps alſo have a particular Commuſsly 
a'705,7448 06: 94% bat hab k qu < 1.204} Ih Ja” 1 oy | -* po 
3. All menscenſ{efſions arc nar;of 4 like inflaence tothe ends 
thereunto appointed : Their Examples and Exhoxcations arc nor 
of like efficacy.anid.extepfiveneſs.$04, and upon; atherss: for $i? 
the Goſpel: by which ends our confeſſiog,of Griſt ſhould; be 
moſtly regulated; & will be ſhewnhereatter. .- ; +, 0 - 
Propeſ. 4. They are «þ vi4/ly ingaged to..the.copfeſeipg gf 
Chrift, who doad?#edy know od beliexe. in Cbrift. I here. 54 
bond of. duty;lies generally -uponaltrg cones {brift, rowham 
the Goſpel comes, by;yerrue,of 44, Authority, and his Farbers 
Appointment : But as theſe:may hae the ſpecial bleſcing of Ac- 
cepiation init z. fo.they haves ſpecial bond and. abligatian ;to 
it, For : 6g TT 
' 1, Thclcate-ſprciady quaiified for this work, having the Spi- 
rit of God dweling in-cthem, which i wot 4 Spirit of fear, bat of 
power, of love, end of 4 ſoiind minde, and —_ teſtimony: tC 
che Lord Jeſus, .in whomioever he:is, and abiderh, ; Kew. $:1 1+ 
2 Tim 17 \FA3s; : nenie 1h 6 ens ak, bo 
- 22. Theſe are-ſptcialyigbarged with its not anely.s.thar they 
"really anda&nally do give, but thatthey-he. ready alweyes to geve 
anunſmer to every many that arhath them" 4 reaſoe of. the hope 
(nor ancly that i bafors themn,burtchet 6 dn them, of the Fr65e, 
as well as object of hope, with meekne(s and fear, 1 Pet.3 34,1 fr 
3, Theſe-are ſpecially; called: hint neſſes; inrelariono.t : 
whom God therefore. Suh pawa's,.and. ſummons: to it, once and 
2pain, 1ſ4.43-t0. Hd jars yr che gon. lafof his-interef in 


x 


dapendudens heir giving, os with- 
holding their evidence takhistruchs.and wayes. us | . 
| C 2 4. Theſe 


14 Who art toconfefs Chriſt. Queſt.3. 
' '4. Theſe have ſpeviatly covenantedicy'This is. one; and a 
main Articleontherpart; \rthae rhey will' walk in his wayes; wit- 
neſs te his cauſe, con — Name,and keep his commandments: 
- Abd hereunto they have nor onely. given him"their word, bur 
their hax4, it theireffeQuadcallings' Jon. 50; 54 Dew. 26-35 a 

44+ 5+ ' ini 6 YIEQ 1 2 
| oſ. 5. They are more fi enalh and eminemth. ingaged to- 
confe 5 Shrift then others, who do,ot have communicated of more 
ual means and marcies by Ctrid, then others : for #nto whom: 
ſoever much i'igieen, oft bins ſhall 'be mech "y ; and ts. 
whom ww ha/6 Sr nach, of of bit they will ack the more, 

Luke 12.48. "Sb then T3MQ9 1137 
. 1. If you are coatings bleſſed with averc eminent means 
then others; San know and confeſs Chniſt,- more 
Retire, ©ReoHjirby you thie more Returns are due 
fab you Þvery Taltad is roprrdas wheht> -I£ God harh laid out 
ive, or teritaletts upon you; he lookerh: for as many a- 
from you; and thar your miniflrowes to his glory, bear pro- 
rtion to his wenifolagreee unde you Math. 25, 0g. 

1 Pet.4.10. 

| IO yoir have communicared: of wore eminent mercy by 
Clrift chen orhers,you are 7ovcrr#rdtoconfeſs Chriſt more then 
others: Every mercyinfers abond'of a#7y. You areunder a four- 
fold obligation roamore open and obſcrved confefiion :. A.bond 
of of Inequaver, 2 re of Graronth,: a bond'of Fsfice; and a 
Relsgion;” 'H ſignal therefore, how celebrows were 
- _— .*y 3 "Megdelews, prey confeffions, -that had for- 
op he gpea7 :fimwers20d had now ſeen ſo great ſalvation | 
| a. $5-46=ty Corel 3730 44-60: Me: CRLzGs 1 Cor, 


I55't6. © -- + 303 $45 2 

"Py of. 6. They are ingaged to confeſs Chriſt, 
whe moſt þ Frey av on Chriſt: Theſe owe 
nofthin nd beam ans juftice > ar ray grrai 
unto hes. Toth: on from them 


S#pe- 


mas. OO 
. *1AE # p 


Queſt. 3. Who are toconfe[s Chrif.. I5 
S#periors, in authority, in gifts, in.grace, in government, in rela- 
2100s, .If_rcligion, look, well ro.ig,,, Give me lcaye to mention 
ſome, which are of moſt eminent remark, and ſo, (according to 
their ſeveral intruſtments) are moſt required». Such arc Magi- 
ſtrates, Miniſters, Martyrs. : LA. ea 

Firſt, Magiftretes,, who reign.by Chriſt, and therefore ſhould 
rule, for. Chritt, and bring their glory.and honour to. his Charch 
and (eaſe Prov.$.13,16. Rev.21.24. Theſe are molt cminenr- 


their, beſt policy, and will inſure 
I 7,12, ' This theprecedents of 


23. & 62: Zol'0- 1 Pet.2,14, Rom.13+43,4. i Tim.2.3. 
Second 


fBimony of the. Lord, bur adhere to his truths, profeſs, preach the 


- 2-5520. and therefore may not be aſhamed, or afraid to ſerve and 
fare, 
- Khir 


hoever clic of. the family, or of their fe)- 


xt; hick, .or whoever. elſe deny or deſpiſe him. 
wy (3) Their 


BT i + 


og $2e e144 


Why are teconfeſs Chriſt, Queſt 3. 
(3) Their Receptions from Chriſt ingage then + their -qualifica- 
rions, commiſſions, office; honvur, miniſtry, maintenance, 
all look hicherwards ; and without this; they cannot be 'g%9d My: 
nifters, however they are, or-may be called Gods Miniſters; 1 Tim. 
4- 6, 11,6. . (4) And their Remark is moſt eminent_'in_the 
Churches of Jeſus, and/inthe Kinedpms of md Theſe/ate the 
Light of the world, ſet on'a candleſtick, and arenot thbtefore to 
ſhur up their light under a buſhel, bur to jb»e before men, "and'to 
give light to all that gre in the houſe, Mat 5.14--16. "Theſe arc 
4 city. ſet eu av hill, and are moſt eminently expoſed to the imi- 
ratidn avd obſervarion of others : As theſe witneſs for, or with- 
hofd from him, who are, by office, to be paterns of good works, 
Tit.2.9.1 Tim.q.12. {orhe Church;cauſe,and concerns of Chriſt 
Wy wax or wane, increaſe or decreaſe, in the world, and eſpe- 
cially in the Chiirchesof the Saints. | | | 
Roy. irdly, Martyrs, to what degree ſoeyer of Martyrdome : 
They, who ate.call&d forch by Chrift to g7ve witneſs ro him, be- 
fore the world, ro any degree of ſuffering, muſt, according to the 
copy which he hath left written our before and for them, witzeſs 
4 good gpnifeſsion, 1 Tim.6, 12,13. Theſe are ingaged to a degree 
of eminence, as reſpecas (1) Their prefext entrance, and this in- 
iciating providence. That flight, which is allowed by Caſuifts, 
and by Chriſt himſelf to orhers, thar are yer free and #nſearcd by 
-Perſccucors, Mat 10. 23. is denied thoſe, who are fallen into the 
bands of, anfſe:7e4 by che Authority char peffecuterh, And ic 
hath the” Probatum eff both of Chrifts own example, and of th: 
holy Apoſtles and Brethren, who (when they might have declined 
the crols, and delivered themſelves by flight, yer) did nor, durſt 
not attempt an eſcepe, till they were diſcharged more immediere- 
by God himſelf, or by the Magiſtrares own, in whoſe hands 
they were held, M47.26.52,53. As 12.7" 16 37,39. (2)The 
publick expefationfrom others doth ingage them likeyiſe; both 
in reference to his digniry and honour, and'the dury' whiff they 
owe, Expettations there are, Gf mp dn o w - whole 
hards ſhould not be weakned, or Hearts grientd” 


Queſt.4. Wheat to confeſs Chriff, 17 
arid from the foes of © hiiſt, whoſe hands ſhould not veſtrengrh- 
ned; or hearcs gratified and'made — intheir fin and wickednets, 

by thele mens frlence or waywardneſs. (3) The powerfnlneſs of 
thei exa-aple addes ro their ingagement,and obligations power- 
filf Upotithe Fraple of God;roquicken, confirm, and comfort 
thee # and :Upon rhe” perſeoutors of godlineſs, to:cook;; con- 

vints; and*converr chem ;-if theſe-refolurely acknowledge and 

adhite to Chriſt y to harden; heat and harden them, it theſe re- 

ceteorapoſtarize trom Chriſt.: (4). *Beſides-the praife and iy 

re#rfof Chriſti now cminemly expoled; in this exan @,-and 

by rheſees pectations, to open ebſervarion, and ſd'to "of 
G1ſhonour : ' and rhis ſhould be the earneſt expectation mbaatdbpy' of 

theſe men above ao er ow Das that as alwayes, {6 

ow alſ#: mote abundantly; Cxr/ woſped ins I1DEty bo 
#ies, curves be by Gfe or by death, Phil _ 3 3 31G 
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y QUEST. IV. 


With whit hinde if (fe eſrion are-we to cn 
i 


7 \Oafeſſons (fay ſome) abound; ares 2 ; Po. 
rene ern 


y "i SS Whether! they: 

-thge! capectcl jg mumnpfabane now: roCnamine, 
dhey nicteeGFunid"thiobomr)KiKls, not inche more 

{inhan prope arcoptarios:cherevt burtinthe larger wid deſs 


>\Don Ct hear org rk 


EE Fe ne —_ her 
$ or [4 on 
EE bag 1 Biananc thick 


\ The oF > ng laxger 


1$ With what kinde of -confeſrion 'Quneft, 4. 
larger and common notion with us. (3): So there, is '1 Aforme! 
or vecdl confeſſion of Chriſt; by word of month +: 2: And:there 
is a virtual confefhon of him, by the works of: aman, Manifeſt 
cnough.it is, that there are many ſuch coxfeſſors in that caralggue 
of Martyrs, Heb;11.  (4J> This irre«l confeſſion of Chriſt is, 
Either” 3 In. an «ffjve wajy by doing for him, we#,33 34-7 3 Orin 

a peſoive way, byindoring for him, ver.36,37:: (5). And: this a- 
gain by:induringeither- * the force and cruelty of the adverſary, 
ver.35. Or. -flight and/exile fram our own Country, which. is 
madea degree of: Mertyrdeme, ver:27:: (6) Aguin;\ 1 There is 
a confeſſion, foyer peck with holy men and hy- 
pocnites, both a Fehr, and a Fudas, 'an ud nutniar, as well as the 
Apoſtles':. which in this tegard, we' muy” call-Common. . 2 And 
thers-$:2 ſpecis]-confeflion or ſaving, fuch- as is found. with 
none, but thoſe who are inyatdly. ſant#ifiex,; and make confeſsion 
anto ſalvation. 

Propoſ. 1- All theſe forrs and kindes'st confefſion are due 
from us, to our Lord Chriſt, according.as they, or any of them 
may beſt ſerve his glory, our own or others good, and according 
ro the ſeveral circumſtances we are; ot may bein, £4il,;. 204-26. 
Concerning this, you may receive a more tull account on the Se- 
venth Queſtion, whither I muſt diſmiſs you. AD. 

 Propoſ. 2. As we would ſee what ſort or kinde of confeſsion, 
-89 alſo. what degree is due from-us; in:ithe preſcaricale; iaharis or 
be coalidered , - andanjmpaiee wind | 


INAL 


Qyeſt.4q. Mhetber our confeſs10n of Chriſt be ſaving. i9 
threatned io the unſound Hypocrites and [Inbclievers, G4/.3.4. 
Rom 10.10,11, X48.24, 51. Hence emergeth this Caſe, which T 


thall briefly anſwer. 


Queſt. How way we know whethes our Confeſrion of Chriſt 
be ſaving ? yea or no ? p51 


Hough the m!ter of the confeflion may be, and many times 
'T is the ſame , in that gexeral or common, and in this [pc- 
cial and ſaving confeſſion, and a Demas or Fudas cannot be there- 
by diſcerned trom an Ifraelitc indeed ,, yer the Minde wherewith, 
the Motives whereon, and the Manner wherein the confelsion is 
made, which is conſequenced with Salvation, are far different. 
Let your conſciences chen faithfully attend, and anſwer theſe five 
Queſtions upon the Caſe. 4 Yay | i 
Firſt, 1s your Heert withit ? Profeſsing of, yeaor Prop Vl 
ing in Chrilts Name, is bur as acypher without a figere, and fig- 
nifiech nothing ro Salvation, till the heart comes and gives velze 
coir: Otherwiſe our precious Saviour would never profeſs unto 


' ſuch perſons, 1 know you nor, depart from me ye that work iniqui- 


15, Mar. 7.22433. The month of the righteous ſpeaketh wiſdome, 


and his tongue talketh of judgement : (May not others do the 


ſame 2 True; but) the Law of God & in his hearr. There is a 
copy within, of what he confeſſeth without, Pſal.37.30,31. His 
outward expreſsions are anſwered by,and with inward impreſsions. 
The Spirit hath tranſcribed thoſe. T78rhs upon bis hearcinwardly, 
which he utters by the inſtruments of ſpecch. outwardly, 2 Cor. 
3-3. Fer.z1-33. Heb.$.9. Sirs, 'tis. not the confeſsion of Chriſt 
without you, bat Chriſt confeſſed within you, that is the hope of 
glory - Behold, be defircth truth in the inward parts, Col. 1.27, 
Þſal.51.6. en wb na gg ates ads 
Secondly, How is your heart init ? Heis nota confefſor,that 
js one outwardly onely, neither is that confeſsion, which is extward 
in the fleſb ; bur he is the confeſlor, that is one inwardly, and that 
ihe confeſsion to Salvation, which is of the. heart and of the Spirit, 
2 * - ” ml 


20 Whether onr confeſsion of Chriſt be ſaving. Que ſt 4. 
whoſe praiſe's not of min, but of God, Rom.2 28,29: & 10.9, 
iv. They are the'onely"CitiFens of Sion which is above; who 
fpeakthe truth in their heart, Pſal.13.1,2, ak 


Ii. Howareyou affeed towards Chriſt then, and to his truths 


nt love it ſaith 
David, Pfal.119 40.” Letconfcience ſpeak; Can you ſay with 
him, 0h how I love thy Laws ! My ſqut hath kept thy'teftimotiies, 
al Ilovetherh exctedingly \*T hou pitteff tvay ol the wicked of 
theitarrh ke ahoſs; therefave owe ty reſtzmtonies; PAL 119, 


99.165 hg 29 


. 6 « + 


2. Howdq you pp 


Ta in th els of he 
ea; not onely {o';prefors. 
1s and rommands, How- 


peart - 104 thy commandments above gold, yea, above muck fine 
told; aid efttemall thy precepts. concerning all things t6 beright, 
Bl ctrg- TT ICS $rgao, 2 PER Re 

oF hirdy WEeote ariferb ir? tec From ſandiifying m_ 


— ent 


Quelt.4. Whether our confeſsion of Chriſt ve ſaving ; 2I 
God in your. hearis withig.2 . or from ſtrenget-of 'arguinents,.vr;: 
ſecular attractives withour ? . Is it from jncerns] Principles, 0rex- + 
ternal perſwaſives 2 Special confeſſion hath its ſpring in the con- 
ſcience, it is a treeamand iſſue from ſandtifying the. Lord God ip 
our bearts, 1 Pet.g.15,16: The langyage and like withour-atc 
fromche; Law within... Tis the xenewed-minde-transformet jato- 
the likeneſs. of., truth within, ..uhit runs forth + by.the mouth and. 
members without. . If you have indeed {earned Chri#, and have 
been taught the truth as_it is in Feſus, you will hav2 putcon the. 
New 14g , 4; well as profeſs, new maiters, Pſa. q0.8;9,1ukphc 
4:20---25. Whence ariſerh your confeflion then'? 'Do 'YU'be= 
lieve, and therefore ſpeak ? Doth the confeſſion of your Faith 
in Chriſt outwardly, come from the cloſing of your . heart. by 
Faith with Chriſt, as the Lord your-rig bteguſneſs, inwardlys, This 
is the onely conteſsion that is conſequenced with Salvation, Ram. 
19.9,10- 2 Cor 4.13. * | | : aol; 
Fourthly, Low #« #t ated or pat forth ?_ In what manner e.,Sce 

Left. 8] What motions or ads of, graceare init'?> Conference 
isan.a&tof Reaſon, as you are wep.; but confeſsioh, is: (or ſhould 
be)an act of Religion, as:you arenew.men. What :rcligious hs- 
bits then are at work. herein ©. what gracesare put into. 4&#.?; what 
love to your Saviour © -whatlove to Souls 4 what Eaith io; what 
fear of Chriſt, &c? *Tis Reaſon put into 43;: that: diſcriminates 
your ſpeech from a Parrot that ſpeaks: ſome: words! (good of 
bag as he.is taught) as well. as yoy: But here wants-the diſrowrſc 
of reaſon, and to *cis a bruitiſh a in this Bird notwithſtanding. 
Brethren, ſo *tis Religion pur Into 4, that difcriminates your 
ſpeakings of Chiiſt, from the painted hypocrites, that can ſay as 
good things of Chriſt, a5you can-d6;-bur there want the delibe- 
rations and acts of Religion herein, and cannot therefore.(if ma- 
terially yer not) formally be called «a Religious confeſsion.ot him, 
while their hearts are removed from him, and he ts far from their 
reins They make mention of 1he: Name-of-the Lord, butnet in 
#ruth or in righicou[neſs; la.29.13, Jer.12.2. fa.q8.1, 

_ Fifthly, What are Jour ayws by.it ?.You ſhould confefs that 
OE FEE | Feſus 


22 Before whom we art to confeſs Chriſt. Queſts, 
Feſwe Chrift is Lord, to the glory of the Father Phil 2:11. Special 
race fecks his glory upmoſt ; and-therefore confefſerh borh his 

n and his Saviour, that he may give g/ory to the Lord bu God; 
Poſh. 7.19. Pbil.1.20. Whar ſcek you then 2 what is it your ſouls 
fiſt inrend by ir, and do moſt fervently defire ſhould be the iffue 
of ir 2 Is'it-your glory, ortheglory of God 2nd growth of his Go- 
ſpel, thar you PRs defign by ic 2 Oh ! Low can you believe, 
and theretore how confeſs ſavingly and obedientially, who receive 
honour ene of another, and ſeek not the honour that cometh from 
God only ? and while you /ove the praiſe of men, more then the 
praiſe of God? Joh.5.44.& 12.42,43 The moſt ſplendid confe(- 
fions by the mouth (with the moſt delicious ftouriſhes of RFers- 
i#k, or moſt demonſtrative furniture of Log:ick) yea the moſt 
cheerful ſufferings of Martyrdom which ariſe not from Charicy: 
(char difpoſcth the Soulro intend God chiefly) profit nothing ro 
Alvarion, x (7.13.2,3. But if this be your #/tzmate end,that by te- 
ſrifying of the Goſpel of the grace of God, he may be glorified by 
you; and his Chriſt may be magnified in you: I your main buſt- 
neſs be nor applauſe with men, but ro approve your tlves to him, 
and to advance his-concernments if it. be in ebedexce to his Go- 
verament, andin order to his'Glory, you have then ao cauſe to be 
aſhamed of your confeflions, or afraid of your infincericy, but 
thould wear the comforts' of them is your own conſciences here, 
and they ſhallbe co you for a crown and glory, when you ſhall be 
confeſſed of and by Chriſt hereafter, 4&5 20.24. Ph1l. 1.20. 1/6: 
45.23---25. with Row.14-11- CH4t:10-32. 


Oy 


— 
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The QUEST, v. 
Before whom are we to-confeſs Chriſt * 


vV 7 Nethcr we may or ſhould confeſs Chriſt before God 
his Father,and before the holy Angels, as ke allo will 
confels us,is not the intent of this Q#eſ?on ; bur before what wen 


Ve. 


Queſt.5, Before whom we are to confeſs Chriſt. 27: 
we ſhould confeſs Chriſt. Here know, that (1) Men are of a diffe- 
rent conſideration,according to their different capacities and con- 
ditions. Some menare only in a private capacity, others are in 2 
publick capacity and anthority. (2) And as this Authority is two- 
to!d, either 1. Civil ; or 2. Spiritual and Ecclefiaſtical : So alſo. 
this publick capacity of men may be differenced imtothat whichis 
I. Civil, and 2. that which is Spritnal and Ecclefieſtical. Tn-char 
capaCity(in their circuirs & limits of government)are Magiſtrates 
both Supreme and Subordinate: In this capacity are Miniſters-(in 
their reſpeRive limits of government) inthe ( hurches of Jeſus. 
(3) The conditions of men arealſo different; * Some are within 
Chriſt, » Others ate without Chriſt. (4) And of theſe r. Some 
manifeſt hopes, that they will do us orit #o harm, and (perhaps) 
that we may do them ſome good. 2. Others manifeſt hardneſs,and 
ſuch as prevents our hopes of doing good hereby ro their perſons, 
and perfwades our hearts of their defigning evil (by occaſion of 
this) ro our perſons, and likewiſe (it may be) to our profeſſion. ' 
Frop.1. The Negative .n confeflion,that we do not deny Chriſt, 
is our duty before any man or men, of whatſoever capacity or 
condition ; be hc or they neyerſo bitter Perſecurors, never ſoabo- 
minable prophanc. It runs without exception, cither aSto-rime;or 
place, or perſon, If we deny him, he alſo will deny ns, Mat.11.3 3: 
2 Tim. 2-12. Thereof is no remedy, withour repentance. We may 
not deny Chriſt then betore any, either orally in words, of really 
in works. (1) Not orator in words. whether 1 Explicitely,as Pe: 
ter and the Jews did, M47. 26.69. ad finem. As 3.13.14. Ob! how 
dear it coſt both him and them, in the £criptures mentioned ! 
2 Or 1mplicitely, as did thoſe ſenſual Separatiſts in Jude and Peter's. 
times, by doctrines of licentioaſneſs, ſude.v. 3,6: 2 Pet. 2.1, 8c. 
Oh! whar black and dreadful marks and brands thoſe bleſſed A- 
poliles have left upon ſuchmen ! (2) We may nor realy or'in- 
works deny Chriſt : Such there have been, and yet are, who pr- |, 
feſs that they know God, but in works they deny him + Abominable. 
they are, diſebedient, and nnto every good work yeprobate, Tir.1. 16, 
Thus TAN a Cm. TE) 
| I. We 


24 Before whom we are to confeſs ChriſſG, Queſt., 
. 1. We may not. de what is contrary tb the duty he commands, 
or the daerines we confels,and fo cauſe others ro:dilhonor or deny 
Chriſt, through our defeRion and diſobediences; A blafphemous 
eyil, and beyond excuſe !' EJek 36 20,23. 2:Pt:2.1,2,3-, Rm 2, 
1,2:3,24- Sec Queft.,9, Propoſ.3:. - [1% aire 
-.2. Nor may we deciipea clear and confelled: duty before-men, 
eſpecially that is ſuch inthe-eye off adverſaries,' and is evident by 
the-lieht of Nature, This were to deny the faith, asthe Apoſtle 
- determines, t0:do aud be worſe then infidels. Look to it, ye that 
profeſs the Name of Jeſus;: bepuntual not-only in-firt Table, in 
xelieiqus duties, bur in ſecond Table duries,of righteonſneſs,eſpe- 
eially.inre/arzve duties: by negle@ of, eſpecially by any notori- 
-Qus violation of -theſe, howts the Nameof God and his Doctrine 
blaſphemed! 1 Tim.5,2. & 6.1. Tit.2.5. Look toit inreligious 
duties allo, eſpecially ſuchas are plazn and peremptory, and you 
aſertduefrom you,; by the: orall-profeſſions-you make: Rather 
then decline preaching and prayer, the opcn dues from them in 
th:ir holyconfeſſion-to their Lord and Maſter,the "_—_— will be 
dragg'dtrom- preaching to priſons, and Danzel be delivered into 
theLionsden,:AdFts 5,18; ad finew.- Dan:6;10--18, , _ 
Preps We muſt poſetively confeſs: Chriſt, before Magiſtrates 
when we. are called before them, and queſtioned herein by them, 
Now (1) we have the example and precedent of Chriſt before us : 
*Tis true, he held. his peace, and anſwered nothing, when neither 
piety, juſtice. nor charity required it of him: ſpecially when the 
gueſhons which: were:propounded-him, were eirher curious Or 64- 
pt40:6, or but of a civiſimport and cognizance : yet inqueſtiors 
that: wcexly concerned Religion,. he declined not:to declare him- 
ſelfin dire. and-expreſsive terms tothe Rulers thak examined 
him;M4ts2&.632-64-1£4k6.23:9% M4r.15-255.. and ©, witneſſed 
47604 confeſst0n choth/before Pontius Pilate and the bigh Pric, 
x T#1\G, 1.3. 247; 14:6.1,;62. Be you folomers. of Chriſt, you can- 
 preceprupon us; #9givetuery man that whketh 16s reaſon of. whe 
hope that & in #s, much more to the eminenteſt imong menzagthe 
"v7  Ma- 


INAL 


Queſt.5. . Before whom we are toconfeſs Chriſs. = 
Magiſtrate is : thcrefore.our Lord and Maſter ſpecially leſfons us 


-herein,as concerns the Civil Magiſtrate, i Per:3.15. £412. 3,45, 
| 8,11. Open your mouths boldly then, when'you are broughr ve- 


fore them in the caule of theit and your ſouls, and of God yotr 
Saviour;and make.it manifeſt as you.oueht to ſpeak. Hiscommand 


-i5enoughitowarrznrand bear youour, Eph 6.20.' Col:4-4. Ads. 


5.29. (3) We have the 2nſurance of his preſence with us 3. he is in- 
gaged by promiſe to givein ſpecial help, eſpecially in ſuchexigen- 
cies; and bids us fear nor, it [hal be given as in that ſame hour what- 
we ſhall ſpeak ;when we are brought before Governors and Kings for 
bs Names ſake; Mat.10 1$--20. Luke 12.1112. and ſhallwe diſ- 


'appoins hinvof theend'and ſcope, or 'diſtruſt the faithfulneſs and 


ful 1l:ng\ of his Promife ? WT £ 
* Prop. 3*We mult poſitively confeſs Chriſt, before our Menifters 
and:?aſfors,tſpecially when they inquire into;and-would/be'infor- 


"med-in out/ſpiriteal eſtates and skill m rhe wyſteries of Chriſt, tor 
the furtherance of our ſpiritual advantage, and of their accounts 


forſouls :' For (1) T key are #ntruſted by Chriſt ro ſcarchraydtty 
our way#3,t0 verſes, und ſee into,and kwowehe ftate-of their flocks: 
and out fouls;Fer.6:27 4.20.23" Prov.2 7.23. And (hall Chriſt 
loſe the endof this Ordinance,” and they" the-fignal inftromenrof 


*rheir Office ? Shall we cheertully accept-and anſwer the queſtions 
eur Lawyer puts us to-in:the Title;or as concerns the renure of our 


lends,vc *hd ſhalt werbe ohly averſe ro whatconcerts ourfouls, 
and thelife that is ecernal'e or only-nobanfwer thoſewho are vorr 


wiz; the Lord andin his fead? Nay,receivethem,and youreceive- 


him; reje# them,and you rejetthim,1 Theſ'5;t2.2 Corc5.20.Lu. 


9 48. & i0.16;0(2) They have rnquiren into thecktowledge and 
Nateof the ſouls:commirred roithem accordingly.andhavecount- 


edit 'as no mearpart of their charge, and thac-which would'mini- 
Ker very much'td their own comfort;and rheedification of others, . 
among,or unto whomithey have miniſtred,Col 4 7,8 'x Theſ. 3:5, 


. 6, Philiagrs, (3YT his hath beeniearergnmdby, and ih the molt - 


femal Churebesias Phllippi,Coloſſegand:Theſſetontcs, (in the Scri- 


prutes mentioned)/and”by the moſt! endl Torfeſſors : FreFehial 
© RG | | " . ſuffers 


26 Before whomwe are to coafeſs Chrit, Queſt.3. 
ſuffers himſelf ro be ſtrifly queſtioned,and ſharply chid by hs ſub- 

.Je&#, bur 5 no geg Iſaiah,and in a matter thar at firſt fight ſce- 
med bu: civil, I{a.39.3. ad finem. David had three Scers, Nathes, 


":Gad and Fedutbunand acceprs of their ſevere inſpeRion,and tharp 


rebukes,with much affeRion, 2 Sam.7.2. & 24.12. 2Chr 35-15. 
Are we greater thenthey, to refuſe the perſonal inſpeRionand in- 
ftruQtion of Gods Minfſters ? were not they better then we, to re- 
ceive and rejoyce in it ? ſhoula we-content our ſelves in being /eſs 
Food, ſuppoſing the beſt, that our ſtate is:not wholly bad 2 (4) This 
is i7joyned by Chriſt if not expreſly and in terms, yet in effe and 
truth: Should you aot obey them that have the rale ever you? for 
they watch for your fouls, as they that mnſt give account. that they 
may do it with joy and not with grief, for that is unprofitable for 
-y08,Heb.13.17.Lo,this'is their work,and it is for your welfarc,and 
ſhall they yer finde you unwilling, wayward, wiltal 7 If theirinqui- 
ries be to-wreſt out your civil ſecrets, &c. befitent,or ſpeakintheir 
reproof , bur if their inquiries be limited to their work and watch 
for ſouls,you muſt ſubmit, Ler me cloſe this with that of the Apo- 
ſlezs Theſ-5.12,13. Webeſeech you brethren to know them which 
labewr among you, and are over you inthe Lord, and admoniſh you, 
and to eſteem very highly in love for their works ſake. , 
Prep. 4, We muſt poſitively confeſs Chriſt to ſuch as are within 
him « 26s ina private capacity, when and as often 3s we (hall 
know ir will conduce to their edification in him, and to bi exalta- 
tion by them. In which caſe, David doth not only impart his in- 


comes from,and experiences of Chriſt to thew, but invites them 


in,to come and hear him ; Come and hear, all je that fear God, and 
1 nill declare what be hath done for my ſoul, P1.66.16. & 34 2---9. 
(1) We arc indebted herein by the communion of Saints, which 
gives us an intereſt-in each others gifcs and graces, for our mutual 
faich,and furtherance in comfort and holineſs, Roms. 1. 1.151 2,14. 
I C07.3. 21,22. Col.2.19. (2) Weare ingaged hereunto by the 
command of our Saviour, to cdific,cxhort;excire,quicken,comforr, 
perſwade,and proveke one another to lowe and good works building 
up our 'ſelves in our moſt holy faith, 1 Theſ 5.1 14: £0k4.56- 

EY Ex ; : Heb. 


Queſt.5. Fefor: whom we are tocoufeſs Chrift, "97 
Heb.10.23,24- Jude 20. (3) And by the common endof alt pitts, 
of knowledge and utterance, which are all for profiting withall,and 
for which wc mutt give an account,and ſhould graciouſly approve 
our (clves in the uſe & i-r:-provement of them, ro be good ſtewards 
of the manifold grace of God,1Cor 12.26 & 14.12,26.1Pet.g 10. 

Prop. 5. We muſt peſitively.confeſs Chrift alſo,” ro ſuchas ace 
without him,3ccording to our opportunities of converſe with, and 
of communicating the: ſame unto them, and as their condition or 
converſations call tor it; but eſpecially if they ask us,and 4pparext- 
ly lay no ſnare for us therein. Their private capacity may not pre- 
c:ude it,nor-will be a plea ſufficient ro exempr orexcoie us; For 
this, we have {1) Our Saviours imitable copy and example, bothin 
converſe with the »amaritanwoman, &.with others, Job 4:1 4--26 
<0 6.38 &c. And (2) his ſtrict 7njundtion and command, That webe 
ready to give 4n anſwer to every manthat acketh us areaſon of the 
hope that u in us with meekneſs & fear,1Pet-3.15, Asalfo(3) the 
ſignal I hereof may induce it, and incourage us: Who 
knows, whether he may be inſtrumental tor the gaining ta,and cop. 
verſion of theſe ſou's ? and fo he ſhall increaſe his own ſprirugl 
o00d and comfort: He that converts 4 ſinner from the errour of His 
ways, ſhall not only owe that ſoul from death, but joall be himſelf a5 
the te of the firmament,Ii 5-20 Din.1z 3.And(4) we hall 
hereby juſtife our own ways and Gods wiſdom,to their ſhame,an 
our endevours ſhall not be ineffeual tous, or 11acceptable to 
them that imployed us ; but we are « ſweet ſavour, even in thens 
that periſa, Mat. 10.16. 1 Pet 3.16. 2 Cor-2.15. + 6474 

_ Prop 6. We may nor poſitively confeſs bur ſhould prudently ra- 


ther conceal Chriſt before ſuch,as being of a private capacity, ma- 


xifeft.thiir own hardneſs ſych,thatthey will but miſchict our per- 
ſons,and therewith our profeſ5:0#, the more, and ſoorier by and 
tor it.(1) Self preſervation diftates it, which is 7principle ins, 
ven in every mans nxurc,and is vlainly enough incouraged in Sri: 
pture, when, where, and as often as (elt-fatery may be obtained, 
kept-and ordered, with no loſs, but with-gain'ro Gods glory ; 
which is the preſent caſe whereuno weare ſpeaking, Eph.5.28,e9 
Eccl 3.1213. (2) Our Saviours preſcriptions dirett it : while we 


LD - 


28 '.. hy wearc to confeſs Chriſt, Queſt's; 
.re 25 (bee in the-midſt of wolves, he-would-have us to be aviſe ws - 
ferpints.to preapprehend and preven: danger; ſ0 long as:the Doves 
Snngcence may: be preferved too, in rhe periormance of auty : He 
| adviſerh, that we beware of men,thar when they perſecute as in ths 
City,we flee unto anarher,Mar-10 16,17.23.:8Þ which beſpeak it 
ta be our prudence, and his pleaſure, thac we preſerve qur perſons, 
iand reſervcourprofeifion, when, wherein, and as often; as our good 
will bc palpably hazarded,and his Goſpel will aot probibly be ad- 
wvanced/thereby, bur rather prejudiced (3) Yea'tis his tated 
ptcaſure, that we gowe wot ther which » holy ( holy counſels, holy 
eohfeſſians;,tebukes; Eres} ut a the e254 neither caſt aur pearls be. 
fore ſwintgre. before fuch m:nifeſtly obdurate finve-s, ::5 will tac 
vramplethem under their feet, & turn again and rent us, Mares. 7, 


L 


a. 
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als (0 QUES T, YL $i 
©!'/; i hy are we 10 confeſs Chriſt © 


19 youexpedt Rational proofs ? or Rhetorical perſwaſives ? 
 # Though my pcnury and contraQtaeſs can bur 1l! turnith you 
with either, yer if you will pawſe a while, and confider, you wil Fnd 
Tgument cnough to induce ir,and ingage you,whither ſoever you 
caſt your eyes: whether upward, or downward, or backward, or 
foreward, or inward, or ourward. | 
' Kirſt, Eook you #pward? There are abundant inducemer.rs from: 
God himlclf,trom yourglor fied Sayior, and from glorified Spirits. 
1. Look ye to God himſelf? Atrend 2 while, 8 confider with me, 
(1) Hath not God commandedit? Yea,ps an homageto kis Son, 
as an konotary for his-ſuffcriug. 1 As an homage to 5s Son, Gad 
hath ſazd,yca fot it: Every rongee fla ran ro 'bim, 11245, 
33,Rom.14.1 1. Will you make the Ged of trurh falſe? for fiwornet 
2y. yYou-cannog; bur,it he tnay notbe tontelſed by you, a##tvely, 
he Nall be confeiled #w you, and for you, paſsively. 2 Agan ho- 
wdrary for his Feferinge. Jn that We tw himſelf for gan ſtke; 
and Al eve obedient 10.dtath, even the dear of the Croſs: there= 
Fore bath God highly exalted him, & given him 4name, which a- 
Feve every name: that at the nan of Feſus every knee ſhould bow: 
_—_ __ MS» And: 


Queſt 6.5. Why we are to confeſs Chriſt. 20 
And that every tongue ſhonldconfeſs that Feſus Chriſt ©:Lodd, te 
the glary.of the Farber, Phila a. 3. I 2. F/wheryy lun 26 | 
if. you ſtick to bear witneſs to, and make confeffionof him, who 
vayled his glory, his Godhead, and-did not tick to bear wrath, and 
be made a Cirſe for you. Horrid bypocrifie |. if all the creatures 
do (according to their capacities) adore him , and you that appro- 
priate the name of Chriſtians will not acknowledge him. | 
. (2) Hathnot God conditionated it? Yea,that the confeſſion of 
Chiiſt is a condition of life and ſalvation , isnot onely intimated, 
Iſa. 45.22,23-butinfiſted on, Rew; 10.8. 9,10. Tf ths ſhalt con-- 
feſs wuh thy momh the Lord Fefus thew ſhalt be ſaved, forwhhthe 
mouth confeſſion is made toſaluetion. 'Tis-in vain to plead for fal- 
vation upon believing with the mind, if there be nat confeſſion al- 
ſ'> with the mouth, in a capable ſubjett, An habitual diſpoſition to 
confeſs a0 the known truths of Ch iſt is till found, in «f fach as- 
ace ſaved: | 1 Fo. 5.10:14; Fob 34-22.] And though theremay 
be found in ſuch an actnal declining of that confeflion ; they may 
be called ro make , at ſometimes , and under ftrong tentations - 
(which we- read to have+been in; Feremy, and Aoſcs , as well 45 in 
Faxah) yeran allewed and babitual declining of,” andtvithedrow-: 
ing from the confefonof Jeſus; inany his knows truchs and ways, \ 
= avgr: 50g pegs. fate of —_— >. dog doch nor, will: 
got ſave them, that goon in any elwediniquity; Bf 6312 1/1 35% 
. (3). 1s-not God eclebrated orglorifiedbyit? hee fayeer To 
that Feſus Chrift is Lord, citistotheglory of rhe Pabboro Mhiky.' 
_ 14. And will younet glo:ifie the Farber, who is ſo willing to gloti- 
fie yu 2..and hath created rar. for his glory, 7ſ:4-3-1f« 
43 7-21, Sirs, you;hreak all che bonds wherein you ſtand indebred 
t0\him, as:Greatixes; as Mep; a5 Chriſtians, if youdonorglorific 
himz|-And'yau-cannar glorific himfetf' , bur in'and*throwghthis: 
San Jeſus Chriſt, 3 Fer: 417% Cob! 3.190 - OT 
(4) Hath.nat God himſelf 4'Chriſt in's ſenſe 2 'witneſ- 
ſedandatiefted rochis exgellencies ?: \:eq; by an.fommetliate wolee 
freal beauemones and again, (Mark. 9:1 9. 15 57: And our Savier' 
ioftanceihand improve this reſtimeny,'7s.5.' 55, $. 13. *O you. 
that ca: God a. ſoftat? fo fearful?- ſbould you” 
iti 2 nor 


z3® Why we arg to confeſs Chriff, Qeeſt 5. 
not be followers of him as dear children, according to your ſeveral 
cpiciries and callings? He received from God the Father, honor” 
and glory, when there came ſuch a voice to him from the excellent 
elory : tha my beiaved ſon, in whom 1lammwell leaſed, Eph 5, 
(2 Pet 1.17. and ſhall he 1ecetve no honor from you, whom he 
harh ſo1ichly honored 2 ft BT GL SIA: | 
(5) Tisaglary thac Goii par's upon you, when he calleth you- 
fqrth to contels his Son Jeſus Chrift. © Tt:e-godly have acknow- 
ledgediirto be ſuch, ?o 21.24 4@#.26:16, and Godaccounts ir / 
ro-be ſuch, 785.1,7. 4.9.15. None of the Azgels were ever cat- 
led.r6 confeſs: Chrift, ina paſſive way, as you are, wt.o are called: 
to ſaffer for him ; Nor any other of the crearwres c2n confeſs him 
in an-«F#ive way, as you may, whoare called ro ſpeak of, ard tor 
him;and'ro periormreaſohable ſervice tohim. Conftder this : and 
cap yolt be henceforth averſe, - to whar:fo much concerns both: 
yourctern2lglory,in the higheſt heavens, and your em:n:nt glory- 
here uponearth. likewiſe. ? | ; 
- H; Look you to our glorified Savior ? Brechren, 
'(t) Howjs he dignifie! !-He hath a name above every name, he- 
i the brightneſs of his Fathers glory, the expreſs image of his per-: 
ſon y:;farexalied ebove 4it-principalities and poners, &c Is he 
aor,werthy of your winnefling tor Is there any cauſe of ſhame as to 
hizs:# :Or:covertfpr ſilenctas ro you? Where can you march me' 
with fuck matcer of confcſhon dice celebrarion. '' Lo, the thon- 
ſents of thedſands; anaten:thinſart timertea rhouſand , that are- 
ſayicg with loud acclamations:' n_—_— the Lamb that was ſain, 
1h receive power, aud riches, and wiſaomand ffrength, and honor; 
and glory, andible{fing, 8&6; Reviy id Lhhrgohitn; D £4 
. (2); Homhc'is deſcribed! 7 bewitnefs, the fwirhful witneſs, the: 
feithful gatittae witneſs, Ktv£115 03.14; Hefarhfully declared: 
che whole will of his Father 4 that was xxquiſite fos vs, eicher to- 
know; or doin ordef.to' our Gappineſt;(Joi15c15 cucb342 And 
oanwepreackhers,or pdoples uwifaichtilly derain-whavis due from: 
us,Fo-acknowledge; tolus hone efpeciaily-when:ourown hap-' 
pineſs is bound up therewith alſo. His folſewers are defctibed 
their fazthfalneſs., agd by having his Fathers namie written (nox 
_ in 


Queſt 6: Why we art to confeſs Chrift, ' Ir 
in their backs, or in their breaſts,or in their hands, more ceculrly;. 
bu: ) in ther foreheads, more obſervedly and openly, and they fol- 
Haw the 1 amb whitherſoever he goeth, Rev. 17.14.14-1,4- 

| (3) Whartis hedormg | Now that heis entred to the olieſt of 
«/1, ar. d hath enorgh to take vp his heart to all eteryity; Yet is he: 


. bearing our names upon hu keart, (as the high prieſt did the names. 


of the tribes, upon his breaſt-plate) for a memorial before the Lord: 
60: tinzally Exod. 28.29.30. He is #ew appearing and: advocaring: 
for us, 10 his Father, ard againſt our accuſers, HFebr.6.20.9.24. 
1 70. 2.1. with Rev. 12.10. Where js our loyalty and thankful- 
ticls? where is cur love and tenderneſs while ſo many aſſume the 
liberty of appearing 424inft him , of accuſing and condemning 
him, in his holy word, ways, and worſhip, that. yer-there are ſo 
fe x found, to appear fer him, and plead his cauſe againſt the wic- 
ked; and:roadvocate his concernments before the world? was-it 
fo in the primitive times, eveniin t| moſt zerrible of perſecutions *- 
You know it was nod :. where then is your faith,laove, ſenſe, zeal, 


my - 


AT x gratitude & 


(4) What a difquiſition doth he make'* Tru: is is, that, as to- 
his bodily-preſence,, he is now in keaven,;.. But his eyes behold, his 
eyr=!i1s try the children of mes Andit you thall deny his name, 
d:cii e his truths an. intereſt , or d:file his worſhip and inftitu- 
tions, ſhall he nor ſearch it ont ? Yeu, he ſecth it, and will requite- 


it with Lis hand, his eyes are' as « flame of fire: he ſecth by his own: 


lizhi(as fiery Eyes are ſaid ro do) & 'reedeth nor any forreign light: 
or medinm to (tc, or judge by. He ſcarcheth che inmoſt receſlt's. 
of the heart and aQions; he will cafily pierce, and break thorough 
all thoſe ſubril coverrs, and ſecrer vails, of (elf-eaſe, ſenſual incul-. 
oencies; ſelt<inrereſt, 65 6: which men weaye-unto themſelves, and 
he witburn them up. He krowerh- his confeffors-in the - Aſians 
Churches t4n4me, and fignally commends them : he knoweth- 
th: caeleſs remporizers, and Leodicean neutcrs , and* ſeverally- 
chides and threaters them, Rep ct.2 an? 3, _ 

.. HE. - Look you ra the glorified Spirits? Angels and ſouls made. 
perfe 1's Lo, there the 'Fhrones and Crowns of, and for rhe true, 


confeſſors. None that did ever here (cal a good confeſſion , bur. 
| y $4 > 


3z  TWeymedretaconfeſs Chrif,  Queli.s, 
are there ſet «own with Chr:ff in his kingdom,Rev. 2.21. Mat.19.28. Yea, be- 
hold not enely che glorified condition of every true confeilor ; bur bow 
they 1ave, and do give teſtimony-to our Lord inglory, Rev. 19. 6,7. 10. 
6.9.11- Behold tae Angels thole glorious Spirits. 

(1) How gratefully they are imployed herein, as their Ligheft work and 
buſineſs! Theſe' Golden Chernbims are ſtill, with greateſt admiration,looking 
on, and with greateſtaffeQion, lodking into the ark. of God, thethings or 
Chriſt, which are now reported unt7 you , by them that have preached the Goſpe! 
5:t0 yo. And ſheuld not you then defire roknow, and devourly acknow- 
ledge them *., Exod.:25: 17. 33. 2 Pct; 4.32 One Angel g'adiy publiſherh 
rhoſe glad tydings of great jay. : And ſuddenly there was with the Angel a mul- 
rit::de of the heavenly heft, prejſing God ard ſajing. : Glory to Gad 44 the higheſt , 
and on earth peace, good will towards men, Lu. 2.10,1 3,14. 

(2) How gladly they eſteem hereof, as of Fappleſt worth and bl:fſeneſs, 
They reſt nor day and night, ſaying, boly, hely, holy, Lord Ged Almighty,which 
2P45, 4nd 14, 4nd to come : But are ſlit breathing ont their Heſunnahs, and Hat 
lekujals: Bleſjng, endbenor, aud glory,aud power, fer ever and ever, Raltelujeh, 
and: Amen, Helelnjeh, Rev. 4; 8.:9dfnem 5s 8: ad finewt 19e 1,4:45 Nee Av 
Sirs ! how-much more are we irdebred, avd ingaged !. Did Chriſt cake or 
him the nature of Angels? or came he to rake away the ſin of 4rgels? or to 
transfer $a/vationupon Angels?, Grant that the ele# Angels received bene- 
he by Chriſt, :But were'they redeemed from'dearh;from het! by him? were 
they bronghc ont ofthe hands of wrath &7Juſfice by him? were they breught 
fron ander the-authoriey"and vaſſalage cf fin add" Satan by him ?. as 
Chriſt made firrfor them? or made a curſe for them? or were they made the 


gy He 46 7P0Unden, 107 of HIguaniers ang 
the eþaſiifement of our peace was upen bim , 8&c. Ob!" whete is our ingeruity 


'T: Look you to the dawned inhelÞ Ob! Whatwould chey now we Pr 
ſach an opporravic of confeſliig, ant thofing with Chriſt; gs'they* 


| I 1&y Torn ie- 
nt you ILÞave.aat perhaps are lay Nang aladit is 


= 


. Queſt.6: IKhy we ate tocenfeſs Chiift. 37 
finem, Why were-theycaſt into This burning lake > But that” (if they did 
.ever hear of Chriſt) caey would not accept of and acknowledge him. * Bur 
cicher voluntarily. and frowardly they did refuſe him ro reign over chem ; 

cr fearful and unbelieving (as chey were) they would not venture to con- 
fels kim , ard faithfully continue with himyin and underche Croſs, Fo.z, 
18,19. £:k; 19.24. 27eReve21,8 Hebe10438,39s BE | 
' lIf.. Look yourocthe Devils of hell > Lo,thefe not.onely krow and be- 
lieve, but have confell-d,and born. eettimony to Chrift': Not from af+e#i- 
en corhe cruth;, bur from argaiſh and pre-apprebenſion of cormene. | #'e 
k- ow thee (lay they) who thou art, Feſus than Son of the moſt high God, Mar.: . 
24. 5-7. Mac. 2:2 Doth fear extort a contefſion from Devils ? and ſha!t” 
xcither {a1th,nor loygexcratt a confelſion from Diſciples ? 04 

' HL. Loukyou co the &roves of ſinners that are upon. the earth> How m:- 
ny chouſand are chere,thar yer conticuein their fins ! unconvir.ced,nncon- 
verted, eliranged from, and enemies rothe life of Chriſt ! God hath or- 
dained your confetlion cf Chriſt,ia order to cheir convition and conver- 
flion., Thar they that are r.or, will act.be wrought upon, by oxy word, oor 
preaching, may yer Le won by your converſari;ns, by your-convincing prat:- 
ces : Or, if net ſaved by them,yer (at leaſt) thar chey may be ſhamed and fi- 
lenced by chem, Pet.2.12.15.3.1.16.Mat.5-16. Will yco deny fo righte- 
ous and ſo reaſforable a maccer,when ſculs muſt elſe rue acd periſh? And 
{happily):hoſe If your own relations, who ſhonldhave g/orified God in ard 

-fcr you , upenearth : bur may now blaſpheme God, and curſe you, for this: 
your (careicſne's,ſhall I fag>or) craehy in bet. Up therefore and be do- 
ing What kn. meſt thou, © wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy buſkand? oOrhow 
kroweſt thu, O mas, whether thou ſyalt ſave thy mie? thy chilce ? thy frond? 
thy.ſe;van:,&c. 1 Cor. 7.16. 3 I 

I'V. Luck you to the dear Saints of Chriſt upos the earth ? Are there- 
not ſ:ch asare weak among them char need (txengrhning 2 Sech as are wit- 

veri4g that need ſerling ? Such as will be wounded through your filence, . 
and are lik:ly ro wander from the faith of Ged and fellowthip of che Go-- 

ſpelchrough ycur miſcarriege , in not making manifeſt che ſavour of thc. 
knowledge? Sirs;will your confetiion of Chritt quicken none?-wiilitrarfroms 
none? wiil it comfert none? Or arethere noxeto be quickned, confirmed, 
comforced 2 Nay,how many are-chere:co be excited ? how many 20 be ex-- 


I N 


 burted? how many<co beedified every where? Oh theo! where is your com- 


munion of Seints? where your kindneſs for fouls? where your comforts of. 
love and conſo(arions in Clift Read-and:remember the reicerared clrax-- 
ges of our Savior, 1 Theſ.5.15.14» Heb.10.24. Col:3.16. 
3e. Thirely, Look you backyard? To the praftice of yous Cayiour? To 
| Re. 


34+ Why wearets confafs Chrift, Queſt. 6. 
«he, prec2dency of his Saints? Or ro what is paſt of + ur ſelves? | 

1, Look you ro the prafiice of our Saveor? Vhac a good conſeſſion did be 
wineſs before Pontius Pilate, 1 Tim:6.1 3. Chriſtans,he hath gone before 
you : he bath given-you an cx imple : he tells his accuſers, Judge, and all : 
 Totbisend was born, and for this cauſe came into the world, that I ſhou d 

brar witneſs unto the 1uth, Jo. 18. 37. ,O you, that ſayyou dbide in Chriſt, 
ſhould you nor bez and behave your ſelves in this worid,as he was,and d:d, 
in all imitable vertues and aRions? and will you loſe the end of your birch, 
of your bzing,of your reaſoa,difcourſe;ſpeech, in not glorifying God, and 
wichal lye fo miſcrably ſhorr ofthe example of our Savjgr , whicli his own 
-hand hath wronghe, ro bring us unto God, Fo. 2.6 ry Pet.-2.21. 

II. Look you to the precedency of the Saints? liow many bold,and bleſſed 
confeſlors have you', che old Teſtament and new Teſtament over !' Tre 
ime would fail me,rotcll you of all the holy Apoltles,and Prophets, and 
People of all capacities and callings, which kept the commanements of God,and 
beld the teſtimony of Feſu: Lo,one hundred forty and four thouſand, ſt.mmding with 

um upan mount $:0n , baving his Fathers Name written in their forebeads, i. e. 
whaſe profeilion of godlineſs was viſible, open,and conſpicuous,Rey 12.17 
.# 4+. Gird upthe loynes of your mind,then. A Sainr! A Chriſtian! and a> 
ſhamed or afraid to confe's Chriſi!how unlike is ic ro the ſpirits of the ſaints, 
char breathed in the primirive times and Rories! Tho'e offered themſelves 
frequently to thereſt , and to the tormentors. They loved not tle 7 |'ves. 
20 the death, their liberties ro bands, and ſuffered joyfully the ſpoyting of their 
Loods, Rev, 12.11. At. 20.23,24- Hebr, 19.34- What mean theſe ſubte rh: - 
ges, and ſhifring feeches,thar ſhyneſs, and ſtraitning fear-y'vhich ſo hold cr 
*Oppreſs you! Come, ſhew your ſelyes men, if not Szints. Yea, be followers 
of them, who through faith and patience, do inherit the promiſes, Hebr.6. 12. 

_ HL. Lookyouto what is paſt of your ovn ſelves? Remember chat cime, 
.when you were wichour Chriſt. Ok! How long! How long did ye out- 
ſtand his calls? oppoſe his commands, cauſe,and concerns in the world? op- 

preſs your own Spirits? and offend his boly Spirit ? Brethren, ſhould not 
the time p4ſt ſuffice you? ſhould ycn nor ſtudy to repair his honor, and right 
holineſs, as much as in you liech? 1 Per 4.1. Rem.6 19. If you are indeed, 
in Chriſt, let qburſ#r:4 confetlions xow , make ſome amends fer your looſe 
converſations then. Though you'cannot intrinſecally repair bis honor yoa 
may and.ſhould extrinſecally. Paul was not ſo eminenta perſecator , but he 
willingly becomes as eminenc a profeſſor, when the power of cransforming 
grace barh once paſt upon him. : He had lived more adverſly ro Chriſt, then 
all Lefore his converſion, and labrrs moreabrindantly for Chriſt then chey.elf 
«'rer his:cqr,verfion, 1.Cor.1.5 9415: {IIY ob war's Þ 
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QUEST. VI  mwhywearetoconfeſſe Chriſt. 35 

_ 4+$. Fourthly, look you forward? Oh { how will the conf ſi- 
on of Chriſt be reciprocated and rewarded | How will the contra» 
ry thereunto be reciprocated andrevenged ! - 

T. Firft, How will your confeflion of Chrift be reciprocated and 
rewarded ! confeſſe hims, and he will confeſſe you3 confelle him on 
earthyand he will confefle you in heaves 3 confefle him before wen 
iz z0rr day, end he will confefle you before mer,before 4xgels,and 
before his father, in his day | Mat.10. 32. Rev. 3.5. Inke 12.8] 
Plead his cauſe, and he will plead yours 3 vindicate His Name, and 
he will vindicate Yowrs, contend for him, and he will contend for 
you, and contend againſt them that contend againit y cu. [_ Tſz. 
35-51- Law,3.58, 1/4.49.25.51+22.] 'Sirs, how would you, that 
Chrilt ſhould carry it towards y eu, when he ccmeth in his glory ?. 
Would you be cleared and confefled by him then? would you,that 
he acquit, acknowledg,and approve you then? As ever you. would 
be found on his fide thex,with the glorified comprehenſors in patriz, 
fall in with his fide xow, amonglt the graciows Confeſſors in vid. 

IL. Secondly, how will the contrary be reciprocated and reven= 
ged! Deny him, and he will deny you3 deny him before men cn 
earth, and he will deny you before the Avgels of God , and before 
his Father in heaven. [2 Tim,2.12, Mat. 10.33. Luke 12.9, ] Are 
you aſhamed of him ? he alſo will be aſhamed of you 3 If you are 
efhamed of hine and his words in this adulterows and ſinful genera- 
8ion, he alſo will be aſhamed of you, when he cometh iu his own glory, 
and in his Fathers, and in the holy Angel; { Mark 8.38, Lake 9.26-] 
He will admit no claim of theirs to him then, who will nor afſerr 
his claime to them now 3 but will abandon them for ever,with an, 
Iwever knew you. [ Mat-7.22,223. Luke 13-27. 

:: '5« 5; Fifthly, look you izward#.: -- __- | 
; * I, Firſt; forthis, are all thoſe holy principles from God imparted 
to you, and -his holy and-pure Law imprinted within you.{ Pſalms 
40-3,9,10.Therets not one talent, but is to trade' with; . Holy 
taith, hope,love, &c. are all for exerciſe, and imployments and fo 
forevidenceto the praife'aud honour of the giver, though not for 
popular. oftentation/by thesſer. ©. All 'the fruits of righteonſuneſpare 
by Glas Chriſt, untothe-glory anilpraiſe of GH2;[, *il.t2a2;')} : True 
: $5 4; > 3 ; | > et io is : Es grace 


26 hy we areto coofeſſe Chriſt: QUEST. Vl, 
grace ts compared to /igh, to fire, &e- which are not oply com- 
municative of their vertues, but carry a ſelF-evidence- 'Love and; 
faith are not without their evident. works and labour, and become 
effe@ual by the acknowledging every:;good thing [| Rom. 13.12, P/al. 
39+ 3. I Theſ.1.2.Philem.5.6, ] Can you then believe in Chriſt with: 
your hearts,and not confsile Chriſt with your mouths 2? Theſe two 
are connexed [_ Kqm.10.9,1C« | Canthere be hope in you, and you- 
abide wholly carelefſe, to render a reaſon of it, when thereunto 
required, and the objet of your hope will be thereby alſo honour. 
edF 1 Pet.3.15- | 
- II, Secondly, upon this the holy preſence 2nd inhabitation of 
Godiz inſured to you, Fhoſoever ſhall believe and confeſſe that Je(we 
#s the Son of God, God dwelleth in hins, and he in God, 1 John 4.15. 
O ſweet promiſe? O the ſignal priviledge of ſincere proteilors ! 
God and the godly confeſiour have a mutual cohabitation with one 
anotherz a mutual inbahitation in one another. Every new at 
of your holy confeſlion will be a new advanee in this happy- com« 
munioen. Now erdinarily -is the moſt .ſoul.,enriching intercourſe 
with Ged, and the moſt ſoul-raviſhing illapſes from.God; even 
to jeyunſpeakable and full of glory , [1 Pet1:6,7,8. ] Now it. was 


that Srephes ſawthe glory of Ged , and Jeſ#: ſtawding on the right. 


hand of God: And that he ſaid to othiers', Behold, 1 [ce the heauens 
opened, &c. Now when the ſhowers of ſtones ( like a ſtorm. of 
baile) fell upon this hely Confeſſour, who was yet, fall ef the holy 
Gheſt, andof power, AQ.7-55,56-. | _ » | D 


bat ! and yet Joath to confeſſe 
_ bimfkt 
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QUEST. VI. why we are to confeſſe Chriſt. 47 
him / Where is the loyalty of a-ſervant 5 Where is the love and 
ingenuity of afriend ? Behold your elder brother; one that is not 
aſhamed to call you brethren, though lifted up ro the throne, far a- 
bove all principality and power [ Heb.2.11,12.] And are you a- 
ſhamed to call him brother, that yet lie upon the dungehill. In 
ſhort, Behold your betoved hnsband, you are members of his body, 
of his fleſh, and of his bones : This is a great myſtery. How ſhould: 
 yourthoughts be taken upin expatiating touching his honour,and 
.your happinefſe ! How ſhould your tongues betuned to the imbla- 
Zonivg of his excellencies / How ſhould you teli every one that 
aSketh you, in the language of the ſpouſe [ Car!.5.9 ad finem | He 
75 the chiefeſt, awong ten thouſand, he is altogether lovely — This is 
my beleved, and this is my friend, Oye daughters of Jeruſalem. - 
6.5, Sixthly, and laftly, look you e#tward ? behold, the ſpirit 
of glory reſts upon you, the ſequel will be victory to you you are 
ſeeured in your lives, till you have fioiſhed your teſtimony,and ſes 
cured in your liberties, fo far, as it may further your teſtimony. 

_ I. Firſt, The ſpirit of glory reſts upon you, while you are vilified 
for your teſtimony. If ye be repreached for the name of Chriſt, happy 
: are you, forthe ſpirit of glory and of God reſfleth upon you; On thetr 
part he is evil ſpoken of, but on your part he if glorified f 1-Pet-4.14} 
You may bind ſuch contumelies to you, asa crown of glory, ahd as 
a Diadem of beauty. Tis a grace, a great grace, that is put upot'you 
[ Phil.1.7. 4s 4. 33 ] Others carſes do but contribute to your 
bleſſedneſs» Here Ctmit, Blefed are ye, when men fhall revile you-and 
perſecute you 3 when they ſhal! ſeparate you from their company, and caſl 
' ont your name 4s evil, and: ſhalt lay all manner of evil againſt you , 
fatfiy for my ſake, Rejoyce and'be exceeding glad, &c. Rejoyce 
AY for joy, -— x 3 > 2% - 622,23. go I , 

EL. Secondly, The ſequetwill be y to your teftim 1 
not a vindication of yon felvegroo? Ott facheſſion'sf contudit 
which havebeen made, dowii along all apes, by che ſexled confeſc 
fions ofthefacred martyrs } What acclamations are there !oi@s. 
711 viory | Now'is come ſalvation, and ſtrength,” and the Kingdovs 
of our Gad, 4nd the power of his Chrift :- Fov the accuſer of our bye> 


thren is caft -dotww,$ec-" Fiow. overcane they? By the' blood of the 
Ne F 2 Lamb 


28 Why we areto confeſſe Chriſt. QUEST. VI, 
Lamb, «nd by the word of their teſtimony. For they loved nat their 
lives to the death, | Rev.12.11,12} True it is,that the Chriſtiar may 
loſe, but Chriſt gazzs. The confeſſour falls many times in the quar- 
rel , but the cawſc riſeth by his tall. And if it coſt you bonds, ſo 
Chriſt and his Churchgave liberty, nay lit coſt your blood; ſo 
theſe /ive by your death, you have lain in priſon, and preſented 
yourlives in martyrdom, to good purpole, | = 
Farther it may beattended with your vindication alfo- Philadel. 
phia kept his word,and denied not the name of Chriſt: Therefore (faith | 
he) Behold I will make them of the Synagogue of Satam (which ſay they 
are Jews, but are not; but dolie) Twill make them to come, and wor- 
ſhip before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee, | Rev. 4.8.9] 
There were whzte robes given, to every one of them that were ſlain 
for the Word of God, and for the teſtimony which they held . (Rev.6.) 
Dntil the number of their brethren,which ſhould be killed,as they were, 
fhowld be fulfilled, ver.g,10,11, Let the adverſary know, they ſhall 
ſee, and be aſbamed for their envy t0 Gods people And ſuch as. caſt 
out the holy confcflors fer his name ſake, ſaying, let the Lora be glo- 
rified, our Lord Jeſus, in his own time, thall appear to the jy of 
theſe, and they ſhall be aſhamed :. Tea flame fhall cover their faces , 
which ſaid nnto theſe, where is the Lord your God, Iſa '26,711. 66.5; - 
Mic 7 8,9,10. | DHS Err att 
IN. Thirdly, You are-fecuredin your lives, tl] you have fiaiſhe 
_ ed your teftimony - You are immortal,till your witneſle ixdehver- 
ed, and your Work is done : ABd whocan defire to live longer, that 
* liveth in and for God here, and hopeth to live with God in glory 
hereafter, when he hath fgaiſhed his work, he had to do ingrace. 
'Tis ſaid, 'when #be iws Witneſſes bad finiſhed their teſtimony, 
then (and not till then) m—_ that aſcended out of the bottomleſſa 
pit overcame, and killed them, Rev.12.7, They never fe nill their 
refiimony was: finiſhed. O ye believers,the yeanmonth, week,day, 
hour of your end or death, and of effeQiug their deſign is under a 
divigelimit : : When-our Saviour taughtin the Treaſary,and there. 
4a tothe yery tectbof. his adveeſaries, ſo that they might have'es. 
Kly taken him. (iv the eye of ſecond cauſes): and. by. wicked hand, 
haveflain hims yeras full of enraged malice as they were z wo may 
Gyey.) C laid 
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QUEST. V!.: Phy we are io confeſſe Chrilt, 39 
Laid hold ox him. Why 2 what was the reaſon ? Tis immediate)y 
ſabj yned : For his hoxr was ut yet come, John 8.20.But when thac 
hoxr once came, they torthwith laid hands upon hia), and led him 
away toCziaphas, and ſo to crucifying, Luke 22.53,54. 

Fear not them then, which can kill the body, ſo as to flee, or for- 
bear thy duty : For, b:{tles that, they have no more thit they can do 
[Luke 12 4]they areunderan almighty reſtraint in this alſo, The 
daies-and accidents of your lives, yea, 1he very bairs of your heads 
are all numbrcd 5 Not only the effential , or integral parts of his 
confeſi>urs , but the very excrementitiows are under the lock and 
key, the care andcuftody ot their Lord Chriſt Job 14.5. Luke 12. 
7. Mit,10.30,] And when you havefiniſh:d your courſe, and hil- 
led up your coofefiion: let the enemy ki/l you, he cannot hurt you. 

He ſhall bur let your foul out of priſoz, which is therewith, ime 
mediately let into his pre/exce, whoforthwith crowns his faithful 
confeſſours, with a crows of rightconjneſs, 2 Tim. 4.7, 8. Phil. x. 
20, 21, 23. | 

IV. "+ B69TE You are ſecured in yourlibertie too, ſofar, as it 
will further your teſtimony. Andcan you reaſonably expe, or 
religiouſly endeavour more? So long as liberty will belt ſerve the 

ends, tor which you were mide, are maintained, or new-made , 
you ſha!l be ſureto have k, ze. ſo long as will be moſt uſeful for 
you to ferve God b7 it. He enfured Poul as much{ 4s 18.9,10, 
23.10,I1. 26.16,17 } And you inay by faith warrant your intereſt 
in the ſawe promiſes, as far as conceras the ſame profeſſion , and 

your continued preſervation will beſt promote the ſame.eads. The 

particu-ar ſecurity, or promiſe to Foſbea, is applied as of general cx- 

tent, to all that profeſſe and imbrace Jeſus, [ Joſh. x. 5. Heb. 13, 5] 

_ Nay, the more eminently, you keep up the /ife of profeſſion > the 

' more indearedly, will he keep the /iberty of your perſons, as it may 
and will beſt ſubſerve the ſame.in a looſe and perverſe generation. 

You have his promiſe, Becauſe thow haſt kept the word of my pati- 
exce, 1 _ will keep thee from the honr of tentation, which ſhall cowe 
#pon all the worldy40 try ther, that dwell upon the earth, [| Rev.3.10] 
Away with your fears then, and a faith. The gates of hell, all the 
united power aud policy thereof, ſhall never be able to prevail a« 

gainſt 


40 Why we are 10 confefſe Chrift. QUEST. VI. 
gainft fincere profefiion, though they may ſharplie perſecute it. 
[_Mat.16.187 Nor, Satan himſelf, nor any his ſubtileſt and {trong- 
elt agents and inftruments can touch, either your ſelves or fires, 
till God ſ#ffereth it, whoſe glory you arepleading for, and whoſe 
Goſpel you profeſle. They cannot move one /izk further , then 
he lets them out the chain, in whoſe hands it is, [| Rev, 20, 1, 2, 
Jobc.r,anda] - + | | | 

'Tis true, your profeſſzor may coſt ſome of you a priſox - But 
yourdenial of him will coft you perdition, coſt you hell. And what 
1s a priſon with Gods preſence, and for profefſing Jeſus. *Tis a 
priſon perfumed, &c. 'Tis a palace, *tis a paraciſe, 'tis a living 
extafie, a lower heaven, a little embleme of the liberties of eterni- 
tic, if you will believe the experiences of Gods prifoners, Is brief, 
Though the devil may make you of profeſſoxrs, priſeners; Yet 
the Lord (whoſe priſoners you are)orders out every circumſtance, 
whom, where, when, how long, &c, and over-rubs all iflues, and 
emergencies, to the greater advantage of his truth, and of your 
teſtimonie, to the greater advancement and accefle of light amd li- 
bertic to his Goſpel, and to the greater approbation , as well as 
probation of you his priſoners [ Rev.2,10. 1 Pef.1.7, phil.x.12412, 
14: ] Sirs, It you are in good earneſt eb7:ſi32ans, you have enough 
not only to quicken 5 but to' content and quiet you when di- 
ſtrated and diſcompoſed 3 te give courage and cheerfulneſle, 


when drooping and deſpondent. Shake off all diſconragements | 


then; Send faſt in the faith, quit you like wen, be firong « The 


Lord is with you, while you be with him. And if ye ſeek hins, he will 


be found of you » But if ye forſake him, he will forſcke you, 1Cors 
I6.13« 3 ; 35-2, | MERE ; 
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The ſeventh QUESTION. 
tWwhen are we to confeſſe Chriſt ? 


5 He ſorts of Confeſſion, and ſeveral capacities of perſons, by 
I and before whom this confeſſion is to be made (which have 
been premoniſhed, 9#.3,4. 5.) are of proper conſideration here alſo, 
I ſhall only addethereunto (1_) That this contefſion may be con- 
fidered , either 1. Di/poſitivelie, as It is within, in the inward diſps= 
ſition; Or, 2. Declarativelie, as it is, or Onght to be without, in 
the outward declaration. ( 2 ) This queſticn concernes the time, 
when we are to make confeſſion and ſo comprehends within our 
deliberation, both 1. The time whereupon we are caſt; and 2, The 
tire, wherein we are called, to the confeſſion of Chrift. And''in- 
deed, that' we may the more diſtinlie know the time, wherein 
we are called to confelle Chriſt, we are the more deliberatelie to 
confider the times, wheteupon we are caſt, and thoſe choicer exds, 
whereunto as a means, Our confeſſion of Chriſt is ordained,and ap- 
poititeds-and how it -may, and will beft ſerve and coxduce to thoſe 
ends.'(3,) The times whereupon'we are, or may be caft , either 
give conntenance to what weare to confelle of Chriſt; or elſe give 
check unto it; and this, either in regard of the corruptions and ſins, 
which appear, orin regard 6f the calamities and ſufferings, which 
attend it. (4) Ot the corraptions T ſhall name but a few. Perhaps 
it is a time, wherein Chriſtians are careleſſe of confefling Chriſtz 
or cold in their confeflions 3 or they caf# off the watters of faith 
and worſhip which they ſhould confefle, and cover, and yailethis 
over, with excuſes and apologies; (5) Thecalawities that do, or 
may attend our confefion , ate, either 1. pendent over, and 
threatned tous; 2: Or are infliffed, and havealready taken hold 
of us- (6 ) The erds ofconfefiion are, 1. The glory of God and 
our Saviour, Phil.2.1 x. Phil. 1.20, The growth of his Goſpel, x Cor. 
9 23- 3- The good of ſouls, fot our own; but others, for the 
convincing and converting of the foes of Chrift, [' 2 Pet. 3. 15, 16. 
2-12, ]For the confirming and comforting of the friends of Chriſt. 
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42 . We mie not denieChrift at enie lime. QUEST. VII. 
2 Cor.1.6. Phil.1.7 (7) Upon the whole, I {:y,the zegetivein con- 
f:flion is dve from us to Chriſt at alltimes3 the «ffirmarive not 
without fome difference. Concerning which, conſider the enſuing 
Propoſitions. | 
Prep. 1. There is no time wherein we May deny Chrift, or any 
of his Concernments3 be therime never ſo Corrupt, never ſo Ca- 
Jamitous | Sce Ch. 5. prop.1. J- That we acnre not Chriſt is a nega«- 
tive precept,and therefore binds us alwaies,and to all waies. There 
3s no time, wherein'it is not our duty to forbear the denying of 
Chriſt ; thereis no time wherein i# may be done, or be dewieds, no 
potin any kied, or toany degreez neither in the will,or mind with- 
inz or by word of moutb,or anie other way of manifeſ' ation with- 
out, whether explicitlie, or implicitlie. And ſo (1) Theretspo 
time wherein we may dexie «nie of that truth, which Chriſt hath 
revealed for us to believe; We may do nothing againſt the truth, but 
avaſt do all things for the truth [ 2. Cor. 13. 8 ] We mult buy the 
truthat any rate, whatever it coſtus3 but may not ſell the truth 
at any rate, whateverit will yie/d us [ Prov. 23423: ] Thus much 
the anointing teacheth us, which is 1ruth, and is no lie, 1 Joh.2.27. 
(2) There is no time- wherein we may denie 4wie of that good, 
which Chriſt hath required usto. de, As we love him, 'or would 
have bim tolove, and live in us, we muſt de, and may not depart 
from any of bis Commandments 3 by turning aſtde, either to the right 
baud, or to the left, [Joho 14-15, 21. Deut. 5-32. -11. &, 22] 
(3) There is no time wherein we-may dew7e thar to: bean evil, or . 
adventure to do it, which he hath zxequired ys, as finful, inits own 
nature, to dzeline. No ſuffering may put us upon ſinning,or will be 
a ſufficient plea for the /:me. If youcal/ cvil good, or poodennrs put 
darkneſs for light, or light for.darkgeſs, Woto you [ Ifa.5-20.MiCc.3, 
2,] There may be no evil committed, - thatgood may;come. .. Io 
ſhort, you may not comms the leeſitran{greſſron, wereit to keep.off 
the greateſt tribulation; But muſt :miach ſooner chooje the” ſwrwace 
of ſuffering, then cloſe with the fletteries of ſinning. | Rom. 3.8, 


Jud 36- 2yJ. Dan, Zo I fo nn I9. ] 943 + + 20, 
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<Queſt:7. . We may not diſſemble in our Confeſſion. Propi2. 43 
- . Prop. 2. Thete.is no time ,; wherein you may 4/ſſemble in the 
concerns of 'Chriſt, what ever be the ſins that 4b0und,or ſufferings 
that do attend.” This is no {mall degree of denial, and being a ne- 
£a4tzveprecept alſo, (as thatis) binds us (as that doth) both ar, 
:and fe al. rimes, True itis,thereis atime for ſuſpenſion of our con- 
feſſion ;. of which hereafter, Prop 5. but there is no time for-ſims- 
lation , (properly (o called) in our confeffion. We m4y, yeamaſt, 
deal prudently, but may nor, muſt not diſſemble #n piety, Math. 10, 
16. Be you- wiſe unto that which © good, but{imple , ſincere, 
4nnacent , inoffenſive, blamcleſs ,-har.nle(s,”( zum, initan ) 
concerning evil, Rom. 16,19. Phitt, 2:15. T is not for you to caſt 
a veile of deceit, or di[ſimulation before the eyes of men,” (before 
the-cycs of God you cannot) or to handle this work, and the word 
of God deceitfully , and in grile. Your converſation herein may 
nor beavirhfleſbly wifdom:: But in Simplicity, and godly ſincerity 
2 The. 3.3---6: and #2 Cor. 2 17.1. 12. Ser me inſtance in.mat- 
ters of fasth, which take up our oral confeſſion, and in matters of 
wor ſhip, which moſtly take up our real confeſſion of jeſus Chriſt. 
1 ; Firſt, we may.not in the'confeſſion of Chriſt,difſemble in mat- 
ters.of Faith. As there was; yo gnile found in the mauth of our $4- 
wior, (0.neither may there be in the wouth of his Saixts : Himſelf 
bath ſtated this, as needful to our ſalvation, 2 Per. 2.22.3.19: Pſa. 
34-12,13. Both the DodFrzne, and grace of faith, is charaQered 
by the Apoſtle co-be, 25vzixplec, 1 Tim. 1.5. 2 Tir 1.5 unfeicucd, 
or'as the fame word is rendred;,, Rom. 12:9. without diſſimulstJon. 
We arecalled ro a plain confeſſion of our Faith'in Jeſus, and may 
_ not ſeck the covers of Ambignons and oracular words and phraſes; 
or cloththe chafte and holy taith and vcrities of Cheſt , with the 
meretricieus terms of the heatbemor beretick , that examines us, 
and chink tornake it:up,' by an «fter: ſalve of 4iſtintons, If ſuch 
frauds in matters of faith mighc be paſſable, what fools were our 
Marian Marty1s, to deal ſo.openly inthe points of merit , ſarisfa- 
Hip. real prejence'?  &c, who:could: not but know, that thoſe 
cer mfnight receivea conftruftion, that comported withthe ſenſe 
of Proteſtants , as well as Popiff's : _ thoſe holy men of God had 
| better 


44 Prop.2. No equivecating in confeſſion of onr Faith, Queſt. 7.. 
better ſtudied the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, then thatitheir rorifel- 
fioniſhould bein'decetr, or guile:; according'to the bleſſed pattern. 
of- their precious Savior, 'and his Proro-martyr Stephty, They 
therefore uſed great playneſs of ſpeech, and durſt not{to preſerve: 
chemſelvey.from the fire): profticate the faith to the flouts.and 
ſcorns of adverſaties;;7 oh: 8. 3740. Lets 7. andis Cori. p23: 


Queſtion, May we not then elude the adverſary, that examij- 
neth us by equivocal phraſes, or ſome ſuch cqui- 
vocating- paſſages, when playnels. of expreſſiop: 

| .mill certainly tmfer denger tons? 
Anſwer. Though you may decline'their queſtions, and drve'rt 
their diſcourſe into another channel , as Chriſt did , when private 
rſons did endeavor to intrap him by inſwering queſtions ; and 
ſhould-uſe 'your: beſt Chriftian wiſdom:, when you are called be-- 
fore Goverwors for his names; ſake,” as himfclt directs you, for anti. 
cipating dangers, Math.19.3.0c 21.23:@6.22.15-&c.10 16.0. 
Zet,you may not,toeſcapethe hazard you may (not withour cauſe) 
fear ,. elude or equroccarein the: faith: which you are called to ce- 
clare. You may not by equiyocal: expreſſions tothe prejudice of 
truth/, prevent the trials , which are probablynor far off. This... 
were to imitate, rather Satans enticements, then your Saviors ex + 
4wples, Gen. 3 5. and you would fall within the compaſs of a ye; 
of which you may fioc at anyhind beiguiley; nocnotfor Goo and: 
tl becomes aconfeſſor-of any mah, who;proteſſerh him; chatisthe 
way, the truth, and the'life : Ifay4tye, for all:equivecations.and 
clufions in prejudice of truth and juſtice-; arc a forr of lying , Fob - 
13.7. Col. 3.9. 1ſ. 57:13. Gen. 3-5: with Fob.8.44. Again, it 
is rrue, you may fo prudently improve circiooftunces,and.mannage 
yourcxpreſsions inarduous cafes , -withthat:circamfped#ion, as io. 
divide (if poſsible)) the adverſaries, 'as Pant did the Phariſees and 
Sadduces , arid as ro diſappoint theirajmes , and detainthem from 
a progreſs uato that, which is:of moſt ha#ard for youroufſere, as: 
hedid; byinfiſting frffupon that which was meronckade liked a. 
and of -tefy hazard ,' as the reſurrecFion was; wheredy they were 


impli- 


Queſt.7:. No equivoc4ting in confeſsion of our F4ith.Prap.2. 45. 
implicated , and he was exempted from coming up tothe refur-- 
retion of Chriſt, which they: joyutly oppoſed. Yea, youmayfo 
declare your fclves,. as they may be decerved as to the tewper of 
your perſon (though not as to the zrath of your poſition) and ſo be 
diverted from your, perſecution. ::So- Pax! likewiſe did : But how 
'wasit ? - Nat by the .coyerts of. equiyocal exprefsions ; but by. 
preſent cleerneſs, in what was matterobcontroverfie among them, 
and by a predent conceelment, in whatithey might conjoyn againſt 
him.z for eonfeſfsing of which, her was not yet called upon by them, 
Atts _— oF las b Lhe 4 x, 

. "We may-not then indulgeoprſe.vesa ll, tqnivettiag,or 
Comp lier in expreſſion, ra the aducrfaries dialeet gs expectation: 
For 1.'This dothivirtually-ſerve'ithe patronage of their fin, in:pro- 

<Ring your elves, Ang 2, Foully flur theevangelical perfeRion, 
togerherwith your ownqrofefiion; 'howeytr you may-pre-appre-- 
hend a poſſhility of -evading;;chy the door of an(after;expblation, 
and diſtin&ion. Nay 3. This liberty would void the ſcope:and ſpi- 
ritof confeſſion. If ſuch embieniticr inexprefſion, and after diſtin- 
Pops were allowable, whereof weare ſpeaking;: then farewel con- 

eſſion;; wdihe Crown ef Martyrdom,” 'Fhis wereindeedits cover: 
re fanh,nottocenfeſs.t. Norwerewecalled roldjing for Chriſt, 
or to dectere our knowledge: burtoideviſecoverts farlt ,' and eh. 
diſtinguiſh our (clves' out of this darkneſs afterwards, when the dan- 
ger is Over. . 4. Follow then your Saviors preſcription. Your bu- 
fines. is. norzobotd forth worm of fafewords Wkre'ywsy bur 
tO hold faſt a form of ſour words 5Yand ro fptke found truths, in 
ſoung terms, andc0 abſtain from atlapptarance ofevil',” indedsi- 
wal poſitions; as well as dues of -pradiice, 2Timc $1135 Tito 2:185: 
I. The(.s, 31,22. Though F«adah be commit with,or caſt among 
Tdoleszrs, heemaicall Hod-oemiie by the word $uels 1{ : 
ic 31ſ0.Sgnified my; Lor4).but [ij :.boctuſe that oomerwas vulgady 
«non, tobe applied te the:heatheredol; Hoſe 2: 16319! 0127 

. We may aac ther},diſſemble in words, nor: whatever otherway 
of profelkon,, when.we xe clleqita aconfeſfion:of our Fairhin 
Criſt: Here is no allowance os Ns paper in his-boſonie, 
7 2 or 


43. Prop. 2, Appearances of any evil Worſhip. Queſt 7, 
or any of rh aQs of the Priſcillianiftxor others, to lic behind the: 
curtz'n: Such fleſbly artifices, are-aliew'from-the ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel, which you ſhoulddbſerve, 2 Cor, 11. 33. from the ſelf- 
denyal for God, which you thould own, and openly praQice, Mar, 
$:34,38. In ſhort, theſe hide faith, which you-ſhauld hold forth; 
py: 2.16. barm the fairhful,' which you Qould comfort and build 
 #y, 1 Theſ.5:11. and hardenthe adverſaries . , againſt the-honeſty , 

aad fincerity of your profeſſion , and ini theirown finful ways of 
perſecution and perdition, whom you ſhould labor, to convert and: 
bring off, 1 Pez. 2.12. 

-2.Secoadly,. We may' nor; in our:iconfeſſion of Chriſt + po 


in the matters of 'bs 2 neither by che appeararice of; ' nor. 
Ke oi meant. an evitand idolatrous worſhip. - For ſo, o:r 
real Co nof Chriſt, would have no conſiſtence, with our o- 


r4 confeſsion of Chriſt which latter, is notonly Chriſts plealures 
_ aps Lia) yory praQice. Abwotrarchis ales "ml give: 
t F : 


Z Y Eirſt, *here —_ no diſfemblin | gs of an evil Or ido- 
latrous worſhip. You muſt abſtatn from the very «ppedrance, Yea 
from «E appearance of the ewuil has; youthould thereby 
hearil, or mult therefore abide,oayievil of Pofeving ”r Theſ's:22- 
Hebr. 11.25. You muſt avoid, tear; bas buethe þ ferns; ha-: 
ring even.the garment ſpatted; with the fleſh, Jude 33» 


- / Queſt Who E2pear ances of eniiend idelary4s ww ſe 
. bp aveided by Gonfeſfors S r 
Loſw. Though wherethe ipptarancoef ev; or idotatryi is bud. - 
imaginary, and founded only upor anothersill conftruQtion,or miſ- 
Interpretation g - it we not. werrauhyour ala os or overſation 
from thet «th of 'worſhi D dichts's (197. ho tm mended of 
ary For then yoth hound zdinivan «fl fn in your ſelves /'to 
anticipate the «ppearance of ſrmto others: and 'muſt omir neceſ] fary 
| duties, as often as others will; or do opine 2hdifeclare them ro be 
niceriesand idolatry: which is againſt«0w1y ar6ows borh of Gar 
juſtice, and charity. 26, {E's eppoarance'ofewil; or idofatr 
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i$ real, nd flowes from tbe nature and condition ot the 8; which 
js per ſe. an occaſion, either 06: ſin to: your:ſelves , 'orbut of a 
feandal tending to ſin unto others, it worthily requires anal re- 
gularly warrant, your abſtinancefrom ſech an a&,cſpecially In the 
Yairs of inſtituted worſhip ,whereot God hath expreſicd the great- 
eſt jcaloufie, 1 Theſ.5.22. Fude 23, Ex0:20. 5,6.3414: :(3)'This 
is fit. inſtaxced «g «inſt by the Apoſtles, 'in hisreſolves upon. the 
caſe, roaching meats offered to idols. Chriſtians'mighr not ear 
of them, in theidol» example,nor with idolaters, i 7hezr religious: 
feafts :: for this was an appearance of idolatry, flowing fromthe 
»atare of the aQtion , and -wasſcandalous per: ſe, 'irencing tothe: 
countehance of the idol,;to the confirming of :rhe 1dolarer; -rorhe 
corrup:ingof the infirm Chriſtian, ro communicare herem againſt 
his confcictice. And therefore they muſt'not comply. in the caſe, 
2s ever they would haye communion with Chriſt, 1 Cor:8. 10. &c; 
10 20,21;22;28. Bur they mightearof the ſave numerical meats, 
when they were bought in the ſhambles, or brought forth 42 a pri- 
wate civil feaſt, withour ſcruple of conſcience, as: far as concern:d 
themſelves, 1 Cor.10.25,26,27. (2) This is formally interdiffed 
youj.in all ihe. /awes, that inhibit ſcangs}; or. laying aſtumblog. 
block inyour brothers way, 2 Cor.6.3, Row.14- and 15. x-(v1-8, 
and 10; For in this coſe you «@ively corcur to, or give theſcan- 
dal, which the others tate: Whoſernle is, to grve-no offence, ner- 
ther to.the Jews, nor to the Gentiles ,. nor totbe;Church of. God, 
verſe 32+: (3) You ſhall virtaally.incur thebreach of:that Com+ 
wandment', which forbids-che evil and tdolarrousitifclE.; Fer ther 
ſame command, which prohibits yow- any finfuba#- (according ro: 
the comprehenſive intent and import thereat ,  whichiis exceeding: 
broad) forbids the ſeveral cauſes, occaſiens, incentives and provo« 
cationsthercunto+..rogether with the ſhews. and appearances there= 
of; as isagreed by: Expoſirors-of the Commaniments,\and is wars 
ranred by rheexplication of Cr: himſclt, in his Sermon on the 
mount, Pſal.119 96. Dent.12.30,31,32- Math. 12---29, And 
Ithope you donor tbiak.the .1ranſgreſſton or terrors of the ſecond 
Commandment:ſmall(to.which rhe.fin of idolatry apperrainerh). 


and 


4%. Prop.z. Apptarances of an evil Worſhip. Queſt. 7. 
and above which, above «# other,” God hath hung a fiery fleming 
fwerd, which tarns\every way , toikeep the purity of hisinſticured. 


- It may not becxpeRed , char T ſhould exhibit a bill of particu- 
lars, npon this cefe, wherein we may nor ſemblably.conform tothe 
tdolatrous Pspiſts,'0r wherein neither we,*nor they, may'ſymba- 
ze, or correſpond:in-warthip , wich the-idolatrous Pegens.”' For: 
this coofifis.nor with my'defign-of brevity',/T ſhould onely adde 
three tlungs. (41). There may be-#o a#, carrying an-apparent ſem- 
blapce-of anyevil oridolatrous worſhip a#»e by a; -God chargerh 
his pcopleities they ſhall not herrin do like the tdolatrons heathens, 
thit mere round about thens, 2 Kings 17:15, How rhemorableand 
1nvitabletorhis-purpoſe,” are the inſtances of EleaJar and 43xen- 
717 Who, Coach they might preſerve their owa -lives and li-! 
berries, by ſucks AFL A H2vW- inrg redoes Aur not by:ſuch-by+ 
pecrites, ftainrheirholy profeſſion, ſcandal'z* otherprofeflors or 
{frengrhen the hands of perſecurors; by ſich afsastheſe : The 
one: by ſetting the branchof. a vine-trece loaden with.Cluſters ; ar 
the fcetof.:Bacchwe his image ; the other by uſing 4s own proviſi- 

which was lawful for hins #6 eat, andbut make, as if bedid eat 

of the fleſh of the ſacrifice, commanued by rbe King; 3; Maci 6.19. 
4d finew. (2) There may be'#0'8Vowence of any evil, oridola- 
trous a&t ofworſhip ,- done 5907 for ws ; which were to partake ob 
this inGif conſeutroſin,” whether axtecedent or ſubſequent: gives: 
us;\2Sir:doth,;comrmux3en therein, Pſ4.50.18. Lev.19.17.Jand for 
weve fellowſbip mith an unfraitful work of dazkneſs, which, we 

arc faithtully.roreprove; 'contrary'to't T4.5.52. Eph.g.in. The! 
ſignal zcal of Palentiaien* (afterwards Emperor) 'I maynor paſs 
by in rhisparticulary 'who when che'Priefi-had beſprinkled/him' 
with-theirPaganiſh holy water;as he paſtedVBefore Fulian/inrothe 
Temple of Fortane, broke off thoſeiparrsVfhis parent, on-whict 
this water fell ; and burar wich-juſt indignation againſt the Prieft 
himſelfalſo. (3) Such appearances ſeem norallowableneithery 
when we do ſuch an overratieon;andjerdiclare other dimes anthin: 
textions ; fo longas thete is'hoconſftence; between gn 
an 


Queſt.7. _ MNo appearances of an:evil Worſhip. Prop.2. ' 4g 
and a:mes declared, In this caſe , I know not how to acquit rhes: 
gents, from the guilt of 4ypocrijie; who (as tot his) ſeem bur:tos 
like Ephraim, and Laddicea, to be a cake not turneds, nor raw, nor 
roaſted, nor hot, not cold religion y a temper which of all others, 
God moſt nagſeateth, Hoſ. 5.8.Rev.3.15,16. And their ſin ſeemeth 
frhough ſomewhar below, yet) not muck unlike theirs; who ſpe 
by the Lord,.and by Malcham, and feared the Lord, and woribipped 
their graven images, ZTeph.1.5; 2 Kings T7. 33, 41- I maynort 
omit that of Origen; who, though be delivered the palme to 
thoſe that offered it to the #mmege of Serapis, with this declaration 
of himſelt ; come 4nd receive the bouths, not of the zmage but of 
Chrift ; was yet cenſured for a worſhrpper of that idol. 

(1) Such covert appearances of idolatry and evil, are manifeſtly: 
diſhonorable to God and: the reii#iow yon acknowledge; as if het 
and it were not worth an operrdcknowled pement, or overt adyen+ 
ture. (2) Diſproportionuart ts the relations, which'ye have afſu- 
med and avouch to ſtand in toward Godin Chriſt, as if be were 
fuch a Maſter, King, Father, Husbayd, or hi-were ſuch Servants, 
Subjetts, Sons, Spenſe,; a5 might well be either aſhawedor afriid, 
of owning bis laws ;/ dbſcrvinghis mics; of livingup-e6 Hisfordi- 
nances, and of Jeaving'on , -or ruſting? to'His- omnipotence. 
(3) Hence- it cannot bebut of dsngerows ſeques to.your ſelves... 
For God will not be mytked; Willge provoke the Lord tojealouſie'? 
Are ye:ftranger then.M? Gal;&9;1Cor 16.32: (4) Ahdof diffe- 
fue ftandal'to others 1 W hile the auverſarzey of ruth are'thereby 
ebdurate in their bloody ctuelty; ind take occaſion to blaſpheme, . 
and ſpeak the more reproachfully': And white the affired friends- 
at truth are (generally) either drfiled or arſplicaſed;' drawn over to- 
_ fawithyou, ordiench'd inſhameand ſorrow for you, #nd'made- 

co drink of contempt and feornagiong others; + 
I. There may benodifſembled appearance 4t 2n cyil and id0- 
latrous worſhip,- Fhis were not only rocommit fin ourſelves, bur- 
ro.comra@the guilt'of others fins upon our own ſouls, - by a pal- 
able communion in their ſervicyby a preſent cooperationto their 
fin, and by the publick' countenance hereby given them. This our 
: ; p7 0- 


[ 


$0 -- Prop.2,' No appearance at an evil Worſhip. Queſt +. 
preveted God will nor eafily pur up:. But if wewill adventure co. 
partake of their fins, he will alſo make us partekers of their plagses, 
Rom.1.32. Eph5,6,7.11+ Rev. 18.4-. The xarher, becauſe ir is, 
nor onely a fin againſt 65 own Commend, Ex0d.20. 4,5,6-Deur, 
T2 30-32,32-Mic6:16. but (inthe preſent caſe) is connexed with 
the ſtifling and ſmothering of, orfinning againſt the: checks and 
clearneſs of our own conferences, which are his deputies in Our bo- 


{oms, Row.1;48,19,:8. 1 Fohn 3.:0. 


..,. Queſt. May we not be [awfully preſent at ſuch Worſhip, as our 
4 +. =... Fonſcience, regularly informed, tell us js evil, and eſ-- 
pecially if it be idolatrous ? | 
Ayſw. Though everyevilin the miniſtrationand external modes 
of Divire Worſhip /-will- aot: warrant our ſeceſſion:from #8 ,. and 
trom the ſolemn aſſemblies of Gads dear ſervants. for it ;, as being, 
neithes- conſiſtent with-Chriſtspattern., nor. with the Churcbes 
Feace.,. whoſe. maladies and breaches would then be exdleſs (whe- 
ther the miniſtration be by proper gift , or preſcript form). humane. 
trailties being coofidered : Ye even fuch exeetnal faw'ty miniſtra- 
tions ſhould be -eprehended by us: {according to our ſeveral places) 
Athough-we may nox therefore-rend from the worſhip it [elf which 
bearstheimprefiion of Gods owp 4urhority upon it. It is requilite, 
according to preſent circumſtances, and your perſonal capacities, 
andallings, that youwirneſsagainſt rhoſe,. but that you do not 
(uponithis account) bas HRT Re, Let tho'conſtantpraQiice 
ot-chetholy-men of God, noronly-inthe old Teftament , but xew. 
likewiſe, be.the clve to help you our of this Lebarinth, When 
the corruprions of worlbip were bur in extriyſek-medes, or of infe. 
For mgwent (while.the eſſentials and ends thereof. werencicher 
vacated nor vitiated,) rhey never removedfromthe.worſhip it ſelf, 

_ but reſt-4inegorhers; Yer, everrebuked;theſe {inful miniſtrations, 
- Heb. 10.25. Fude 19,201 -Cor.14. 811.18: &c, Behold your 
. bleſſed; Saviot -; who ecined ng; che folewn worſhip of, God gr 

mongthe'Fews-,,(as being of divixe inftitsion) which yce was | 
then fadlyadulterated.. B -atthe ſame-time, he deories BIG Jin: 
Orica 
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belical Rites, and ſuperſiztious ſages, (as of humaxe envegtion) 
that were annexed to, and with it : And as he did »ot rejed# their 
Communion, {9 he reproved their Corruptions herein, Luke 4-16. 
Foh.7.10. 37. Luke 22.7. Mat $.4 15. 1.---10. Mark 7, 2.--14s 
Experience and ſenſe tell us, that humane miniftrations, evenot 
Divine matters, are not ordinarily, without humane miſcarriages. 
Reaſon tells us humane miſcarriages, cr infirmities muſt be aZowed 
for. And Religiontells us, that humane miſcarriages, eſpecially in 
divine matters, muſt not be a/owead of. 

Anſw. 2. Though you may be lawfully preſent, where the Cir- 
cumſtances & exterior miniſtration are in ſome things faulty, while 
the ſubſtance of the worſhip it ſelt is agreeableto the revealed will 
of God; yet youcannot be preſent without fin, as Concerns your 
ſclves the worſhippers; if your preſence thereat be #pox ſinful 
terms, or with ſome ſinfultrauſattions. (1) If the terms of your 
Communion therein be ſinful, ſinfully exjoyned by athers, and ſin- 
fully embraced by yow. As it the Capdition of your Communion 
which they appoint,and you accept, ſhould be your profeſſed or pre- 
vious Conſent to the neceſſity, or legitimacy of theſe evil modes 
and miniſtrations. Though the #m5poſition of an indifferent circum- 
ſtance doth not therefore illegitimate that circumſtance, or your 
Compliance ; yetas the impoſition of an unlawful a& in worſhip 
(though by a lawtul Authority ) will not i#demnifie your pradtice 
in doing it, ſonor yorr prexziſe to doit, though there ſhould be a 
Statute and Commandment for it, Hof.5:11. £ic.6.16. The cone 
dition you have imbraced for Communion being ſinful, ſhou'd be 
broken off by inward repentance and outward reformation z your 
Continuance therein 4gr4avates your ſin, andevery new 477 in ful- 
filling the Condition augments your guilt, Jer. 8.5. Hoſ. 4.16.44 

finem. You may not injure Chriſt and your own Conſciences then 
hy yielding to fuch Conditions In ſ#ch 4 Conformity you will be 
ſeif-condemued,and ſhall ſtrily account far it to the Lordof Con- 
{cience,whoſe law it dictates, and from which no humane laws can 
diſoblige you, Tit-3.11. Row. 14,13. AH 4. 19,20. You muſt 
not {in 4g4inft God, in order tO your ſafety, or his ſervice, orto 0b- 

| H | viate 
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52 Prop. 2. Appearance at an evil Worſhip, Queſt. 7. 
wiate ſeparations, Rom, 3.8. Job 13.7. I:ſuchacaſe the fin of 
vour being ſeparated", is not yours but theirs that ſeparate yor, 
You are but paſsive herein that are thus precluded, You are f#- 
gati not fugativi, and the gui't will lye at the door of ſuch Diotre- 
phes, 3 Johng, 10. Lukeit. 52. (2) If your tra»ſaions in the 
Communion of ſuch a worſhipbe fiaful : Thar is, if you a&/vely 

concur to, or apparently countenance thoſe ſinful modes and mini- 
ſtrations, which are ſ#ch in your appreherſions or conſciences; 

This is not onely to have fellowfhip with their ſin, while you at- 
ford it countenance ( who ſhould fauhfully reprove and forward the 
reformation of rhe fame in others as far as in youlyeth, Eph,5, 1x. 
Rom,1.32, Lev.1ig.17.) But to offer violence (as to Gods command, 
ſo)to your own conſciences,by your voluntary compliance, which is 1 
fn of a ſcarlet dy and tinfure, Rom,1,32, Jo 9.47. 

eAnſw. 3, Asa mans ſimple preſence at an idolatrous or cvil 

worſhip, (evil as reſpeas the ſubſtance of it.) doth not at all 
include his Communion in the others ſin, becauſe this alwayes 
excludes his conjunttion in, or countenance of ſuch ſervice : So 
a mans preſence thereat, for detefing and oppoſing of ſuch falſe 
worſhip, and for defence of the true Worlhip, in oppoſition to 
that falſe, beſpeakes a commendable Zeal in all thoſe who are 
thereunto regularly called, Suchwas the preſence of holy Pau, 
at the ſuper Ht ous Ulfages of the eAthenians He hath nor the 
leaſt tellowſhip with , or fayour for thoſe evil.and idofatrors ſ:r- 
vices, His bufineſs was not conformity to, 'but confutation of 
thoſe iggorant and unpreſcribed devotions, and to condut them 
to the knowledge and ſervice of the true God, in his Son ]e- 
ſus, [| 4s 19.22, 23, ] Elijah (itis true) was alſo freſent at 
the idolatrous fopperies of the Prieſts of Baal, and perſwadedin the 
people likewiſe, But how. ? Not with the leaſt -comprobation of, 
or countenance” for this idoll-ſervice ,” ( which he utterly con- 
Founded) but for confuting the Prieſts, for convincing the people, 
and for cleering up the purity of Gods Worſhip, 1 Kings 18. 
27,t0 47. | | 
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Anſw, 4. Such a preſence of yours at an evil and idolatrous 
worſhip ( evil withreſpe& to the ſ#bſtance of ir) which includes 
your countenance of , or concurrence ts any at that is thus evil Of 
idolatrous (eſpecially if it be thus in the judgement of your Con- 
ſciences.) cannot be excuſed from being a great fin againſt God. 
Thar a Conjundtion in an evil weaxes of worſhip, eſpecially 4g 4inff 
Conſcience , is an eminent crime in thaſe that are ingaged to the 
Contcſlion of Jeſus: Me thinks IT ſhould not need to adde more 
in proof, conſidering what hath been already premiſed. Bur be 
ſure of this, that as the vitiating of the Subſtantials of worſhip, 
is a far greater ſin than is the vitiating of one or more Circum- 
ftantials , So you greaten your {in by a countenance of, and con- 
Currence to an evil 91eans, more than to an evil mode of wor- 
ſhip. Oh ! how jealoxs is our holy God of his holy Worſhip ! that 
doth ſtrictly inhibit any action towards approbation or appear- 
ance of any falſe or evil means of worſhip, Zxedus 34.13, 14+ 
x Corinthians 10. 0, 21,22. You countenance a lin-wegatively, 
when you co not ( according to your place) diſcountenance ir, 
when you do not what in youltes, regularly to reprove and reform 
it, 1 Sa.3.13, EJekiel 33.6.8. 1C0r,5.1,2.&c. Doth your 
company give check hereto? What dO you to diſconrage it? Will 
your recourſe thereto think you reſtrain others, or rebuieite Let 
Conſcience ſpeak and be heard in it. 'You countenance a fin poſe- 
tively , not onely when you deviſe or putir on; when you defend 
or plead for it ; when you delight or have pleaſurein it : But when 
you 4o 1hat which (inreaſon-) ſubſerves to the proteding of it, 
cr hath a real open appearance of compliance to it : Which is a 
countenance by example,and this is an effeualexhortation, Thus 
the Apoſtle condemns their communicarion in the meats offered to 
idols in th;e idols Temples z as that-which nor onely ſtumbled the 
infirm , but ſtrengthned the Idolaters, and had the ſemblance of 
an idolatrous compliance , I (or. 8. 7. 10. &10. 20, &s And 
it Chriſtians mig ht not ſit at meat in the idols Temple , muchle(s 
might.they be ſeen there at heir idotatrous trayſattions, unleſs for 
reproot of ſuch idolatry. 


H 2 Remems- 
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Remember the Command in ſuch a Caſe : You may not pollute 
our ſelves,or Gods holy name and ſervice. Tow muſt keep your ſelves 
pure, and not walk in the Statutes of your fathers, nor obſerve their 
Judgements , nor defile your ſelves with their idols. Ton muſt nat 
onely keep your ſelves from idols, bnt muſt flee from idolatry, and not 
ſo much as furniſh what may any way miniſter to it ; but take good 
heed to your ſelves, leſt ye corrupt your ſelves , and that your hearts 
be not deceived, And whether 144 be to flee from idolatry. to fall 
in with an #dolatrows ſervice, or to take heed of temptations there- 
unto, when you throw your ſelves upon them-, and even 7empt the 
tempter? Judge ye. 1 Fob. 5.21. 1 Cor.t0:7: 1ſja. 65 11. Dent 4. 
15,16. & 11.16, EJek, 18,19-t0 39. | 

Before I concluJe what concerts this Queſtion, give me leaye 
to offer theſe four things to your Conſideration. 1. Thovgh ir 
ſhould be allowed you, that the external modes of ſome parts of Di- 
vine worſhip, arelefrfree and underermined of God (which yet 
cannot be {aid of 4//, nor muſt be acknowledged as to azy, in an 
univerſal latitude, God having limited us ſo far (ar leaſt) that it be 
not vain, ignorant, profane, irreverent, Ex01, 20. 7.) Tet al: the 
external meaxs of worihip are plainly enough limited, and determi- 
ned by the revealed will of God, who is the onely 96jec? and ori- 
£ial of divine worſhip; So that neither you, nor any may take 


from, or add unte them, nor turn aſide either to the right or left hand- 


fromthem, Deut 4.e. & 5-32,33 & 12. 32. Joſh 1.7, This is the 
ſubſtance of the Second Commandment. 2. The Second-Com-. 
 mMandment, which concerns inſtituted worſhip, is of a!!/ the Com-. 
mandmems moſt trovely fortified againſt humane inventions and 


znnovations, that they breaknor in upon it : and is oſt-feverely.- 


fenced by divine jealouſie and indignation, which burns very hot 
3eainſt the breakers of ir, Ex9d,20. 4,5,6, and is not quenched bur 
upoa an holy reformation and regulation by it, £Xek, 16. 26, 27: 


| Dewt. 32.18,19,10. Hoſe2.2,3,4-1 Cer. 10.22, 3. Godexpedcts . 


your ſtrittcſt care and caution, as concerns his viſible worſhip, that 
you ſeek him, not after your own hearts, or your own eyes, by ming- 
ling your onn ſinful imaginations , andihat you donat ſerve _ 

| after 
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Queſt. 7. C4 ppearance at 4 evil Worſhip. Prop. 2.. 55 
after the Doffrines and Commandments of men , by making uſe of 
their ſanful inventions and traditions , Numb. 15. 39. Fer. 3-17. 
Pſal. 106. 39 Cel. 2.18, 20-to 23. Ler meadd 4. Thathe will 
not endure your correſpondence with the ſin of dthers in corrupting 
his worſhip, cither by walking in their courſes, or ebeying their 
commands, or embracing their counſels herein, or by any undue #9n- 
nivance at, or toleration of theſe Corruprions; againſt the 4#uties of 
your places and callings, Mic 6 16, Hol. 5.11. Dan 3.18-. Deut.15, 
6,7,8. Rev.2,14,15, 20. 


Qucft, ay we not be lawfully preſent at an evil and idola- 
tro Worſhip without ſuch witneſsing againſt it, when 
the Civil cMugiftrate commands our religious atten- 

aapce upon it ? 

Anſw. Firſt, Though Chriſtianiry bindes us to the beſt obeg;. 
ence nnty the Civil Magiſtrates, whether ſupreme, or ſubordinate, 
and thar epon the beſt account!, for Conſcience ſake towards God, 
and becauſe they bear the ?mpreſ520n of his authority , as well as of 
his allowance, and are miniſters of hu for our good, Rom. 13.1--8. 
1 Perc. 2. 13.2018 Yet, as they hold their Amghority and Sove- 
reignty #x#der-him , for hu glory and our good; Sothe active ſub- 
jection we owe to them is 72, and wander him, to whom they and 
we, are {ubordinated and ſubjected : They in r2quiring obedience 
from us, and we in re79775g obediencerto them : Sothat their 47s 


. of: Superiority:muſt nor interfere eiher with pzety, jwſtdce,or charity, 


and our: atFs of ſnbjeftion-muſtnor impugn either godlineſs 6r ho- 
xeſty Pſac82,throughout, 1 Pet.2 13 14. 2:Same23.3 I:Tim. 2.2. 
Though God hath veſted the Chri#tan» Magiſtrates, as he did the 
Fewiſh, with a-care and charge 7», and aboxt his worſhip, that itbe- 
auly admiaiſtred and attended,and that all abuſes in,and eorrupriens 
of ir, may be either prevented or reformed; Yet may they nor ei- 
ther addts, abſtrat? frm, or alter in any eſſential or integral pirt- 
of his Worſhip; but are as well l:mited by the Word of God 
herein, in point of Gevernment on their part, as their Subje&s are 
in point of Obedience on their. part , and-may no more turn aſide 
from 


—" RI. ef 
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56 Prop. 2, Appearance at 4p evil Worſhip, Queſt 7. 
from the Commandment , either to the right band, or to the left, 
o_ may the meaneſt of their Vaſlals or Subj<&s, Denteron. 17. 
18,19, 20. 

Anſw. Second. As the Civil Magiſtrates then may not (with- 
Out great (in) abuſe their Authority committed to them of God, 
for corrupting his Worſhip, or commanding their Subjefts to wair 
upon, ſo (intrinſecally) corrupted, as being that which neither 
conſiſts with their intruſtments as Miniſters of God, or with their 
engagements, orthe ends of Magiſtracy , for Gods glory and th: 
peoples good, i Kings 16. 25,26. 30. ©. 2 Kings 17. 21,22. $0 
the Civil Magiſtrates authority puts no obligation upon their ſub - 
jects to obey theſe ſinful commeni's , or obſerve theſe ſinful corrn- 
ptions.of, or in the Worſhip of God. Inthat(1) Ths att of atten- 
dance hereupon is finf#l (as hath been proved) and »# Law doth, or 
can induce an obligation to thar which is ſinful and #nlawful - Nor 
can It indeed be calted a Law in ſuch a Cue, unleſs equivo:ally and 
in improper fpeech. (2) In that their authority being ſubordinate, is 
precluded in this, by a ſuperior authority of God himſelf. Gods 
command bindes us from this attendance, and therefore mans com- 
mand cannot bing toit: Gods command doth induce the fir /# 
and ſupreme obligatfon, - and cannot rnerefore be ſuperſeded by the 
command of man z which (at moſt) infers but a ſecondary and ſub- 
ordinate obligation. In-ſhort : He that will ſay mexs law binds him 
zo that worſhip which Gods law binds him frem7, doth therein ſubor - 
dinate God to men, and at once blaſphemouſly d:rhrones him, 
and deifies them. 

_ - Anſw, Third. Hence, as the Civ#} Magiſtrates contridt guilt to 
themſelves, by commanding an evil worſhip , ſo their commands 
thereof are too narrow a Covering for mens evil intlofing with, 
or conforming to ir. It will be: no-Apologie at Gods'Barce; our 


Magiſtrates bid us to attend it; when we hereby break the Law of 


God , 'who.s higher than the higheſt, tg bend our (elves to the 
luſts, of .man' whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, and do provoke Hea- 

ven to pleaſe a wormon earth, 
i/rael finneda great fin, in conforming tothe idolatrous _ 
1p 
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Qreſt.7. Appearance at au evil Worſhip, Prop. 2. 57 
ſhip of Feroboam, and ſuffered therefore the greateſt of ſuffer” 
ings, in being remev ed out of Gods ſight , becauſe they willingly 
followed the Commanament , Hoſea5. 11,12. 2 Kings'19.'21 
22, 23, Let them inſtance not onely the Samplar of the lives, but 
the Sratyte Lawes of their Gcvernors upon this Caſe, inthe fixth 
chapterof Micah: Yet God is fo far from accepting this: Plea, 
that he aggravateth their provocation by it; In that zhe Statutes of 
Omriare kept , andallthe works of the houſe of Ahab, andye walk 
in their connſels, that I ſhould make thee a defolation, e&c. Verſe 

15,16. Dotn the ſupreme Migiſtrate command thoſe Three Wor- 

thies, Daniel 3. rothe worſhip of the 1dol which he had ereed ? 

They yet chooſe rather to burn than bew : And (commiting their 

concerns into the har.ds of God) with an holy courage and hnmble 
confidence, they ſtick not tote]! him to the very face; Be it knows 

wntothee, O King, wewill not ſerve thy Gods , nor worſhip the gol- 

den image which thev haſt ſet up, Daniel 3. 11 ro 25. 

Again, as humane Laws will not warrant our ebſe:wance of a falſe 
worſhip ; So nor our emiſs/0p of the true Worſhip which God 
hath inſtituted, For then m4xs Law may looſen us from God's, and 
the inferior power diſoblige us from the Syperior, Is Daniel pre- 
cluded prayer to God by a politick Statute ? He will not obey that 
L2w,nor omit his work, but opens bis windew toward Hieruſalem, 
th,cuch rhe Den of Lyors be rhe iſſue of his deyorions to the Lord, 
Da#,6 10, &c. Are Peter, Fohn, and the other Apoſtles prohibi- 
ted preeching ? They dare not break the command of God for 
preaching.by obeying the command of man in forbearing to preach 
and preſs it home upon the conſciences of their adverſaries z Whe- 
ther it be right in the ſight of God , to hearken wnto you more than 
#nto God, judge ye, Acts 4, 19. & 5.29, 


Queſt, What if onr hearts mean time abide with God,and adbers 
- firmly to bis true worſhip, may we not then bodily attend 
ſach an evil andidelatrous wor (hip ? 4t3 3 116 
Ar ſw. (1)\Thisis 4 rotteneovert, As if the: Soul could be whol- 
iy diſtant from , while your Bedzes are dclivered vp unteſuch an 
evil 


53 Appearance at ax evil Warſbip. Prop. 2. Queſt 9, 
evil andidolatrous worſhip. Harth not your #nderſtanding the di- 
recon of, .and your will the dominionin , and over all baddy ai. 
ons ? , If theſe had not pre-aſlented and conſented, how came you 
rthither £ Zou came thither, you were nor carried thicher, (2)' Tis 
ag42nit aruled Ceſe, The Apoſtle argues the Caſe with hs Co- 
riathianss whether they might fit at went in theidols temple , and 
therecar-of the mears offered to the idols, their, heerrs abiding firm 
with God, and bey not applyingthemſeclves tothe worſhip of thoſe 
idols. The Apoſtle reſolves itin the negative. And 1. he chides 

_ them for it , as an a inconſiſtenteither with charity to ſouls, whom 
they did hereby imbolden to fin, x Cor. 8. 10: or with communis 
with our Savior, whom they did hereby incenſe to jealoafie, 1 Cor. 
10. 20,21,22. 2, Hecalls thews from it by many cogent and pre(- 
ſing Arguments , 2 Corin, 6.14. 4d finem. 3. This isarobbing of 
Chriſt. While you reſerve onely your ſouls for our Savior, and 
render over your bodics to an idol-ſery:ce. Whereas your bodies 
&s well, as your ſouls are 4, bothiby righs of purchaſe on his part, 
and by a proper at of ſelf-reſignation on your part, if you are i#- 
deed Chriftjans, 1 Cor.6 19,20. Rom.12.1. | | | 

If you plead Naamans example, 2 Kings 5 18. you muſt pn 1n- 
to the conſideration therewith, that the words will as well bear 
another tranſlation, which refers to the time paſt , and they arc fo 
rendred in other Scriptures, as is inftanced by our Engliſh innota- 
tors, Thus: 1nths thing the Lord pardon thy ſervant, that when 
my Maſter wet {| Pal. 51 & 52. &54. inthe title] into the honfe 
of Rimman-toworſhip there,and he leaned (2 Sam 1.5% Jon my hand, 
and 1 bowed down or worſhipped Exod. 33 10. i#1he houſe of 
Rimmon when IThowed down or werſhipptd in the honſe of Rimmon, 
the Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing. It werhws render the 
words, they afford not the Jeſt pretence for this practice; but an 
argument (rather). is prompred againſt ir :* Neeminimploring pir- 
don for his. psft idolatry , if you follow the preſent Tranſlacion. 

Yer 1 it cannot be conceived, that he did fully and deliberately in- 
rend:a camyphance.to, or conjunGiomn this. ido-ſervice; he ha- 

ring ig the words immediately preceding, affuredihe Prophet, that 


he 


Queſt, 7. Badges of 41 ok Confeſrien. Pop of 59 
he would hexceforth offer neirher evi 7-1 re 
other Gods, but wwtethe LORD, vere 17... 
medigteiy ſubjaynedi,;he hath this Wes wie: 907 b 
Propher, 604 peace,. ver.19. whh.cannot be interp 
ſuch a foul intention, with fo fair 2 valedition. 1 from _—_ 
(who 8Jjheretoibs Tranyflatiog of, the, wf4 6 t 
the words.im port np.more than be iorcnding of N fw-geand 0 - 
ſervenceta buy Maſter', na: ro\the./del ;. Bur th bear, and 
thall further adde,no more but. this : 2.. Thar ifin.comp! ce 10 
this. Franfla:ion,..his wards ſhould. be extended to. $A oncluſive 
purpoſe. and,14(oJurion of; being profent 4, the; ; this 


idol, yor you canngy wingicets.s” (being rhus-underitond) fro 

-being Aquy Lreat. jt v1 #.. For you may obferyc.he s þ og] fm 
grc6- 

oe 


Zh 
it at leaſt;twice in this one verle.. Andhethar fears fin as th 
teft evil (becauſe mal —_—— . ve 
dure upoa bopes,orenluranceot pardon. near it Ox ng 
it proteRtion>Þutdoth (with the b!eſſed. "Apebl ) gs uch an 
inference. with abherrewce,, and nt it, blah y | EEReEs, 
wp 6. 1, 2 a | 


: Qued... ey (gm we  lemfoll PF the, Foe pt Tale jt prot 
r.< fs s of juch Gal 6 FAT, eHow, 
[pr any to the true bb Jr pay Wor ; of Ky $i 
when we may thereby preſerue #ur cvs [kherti, d 
©. fecnre qux perſons &.. — 

Though you may uſe 2 dai Badge or Cogairance.pilmh pro- 
feſlors, -as allo that whichis: ſacred, that-is cammes. to.thews, and 
ro the 0#thodex , and though I couldgladly inthis perſmade you 
ts ſuſpend your. Cbriftien liberty when ic may {#þſerye charity, 
*andtobecome all things of this nature, to &l men, mycreby you 
. mayiſervethe cs Goſpel, and fewer them (as. Paul. bach Joncy lt Cor. 9. 
+ 9 WO 244 PCC {ceuring) your perſoas;or ſervigg 

others profit;youmay nor ſcandeliggyour 20L1y proveenls th 
boliZing with, orronformitytothatpecaliar ſervi 
2 coremburieaanſerthel fopedyeltpentanh 
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you lee, 
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Queſt. 7.. Badges of 4n adverſe Confeſuion Prop 2. , G1 
might Sints have caken ſheſeer,y che uſeof ſuch , withouc lp: 
theyqeed nor bave wardred abos7, 35 they did , #7, ſheey-HHivs cud 
g0at-shins, Heb. 11. 37. .Swely,, if a worrew may aot wear thar 
which pertaincth co a 4, as necher miy a wes put 68 4 wamrays: 
garments but all that de ſo, are an abominttion unto the Lord thy 
Gd, Degt 22,5. Then much leſs may there be an allowance of 
ſuch meramorphoſing habits in- Religion, wich ecceptetion tothe 
Lo:d our God. lt the open diſcriminationof the Two ſnerid the 
ſame kinde may not be deſtroyed by that then' ne thet may the 
opct. differcncing of a flagitions ſeth, fromthe faithful inCbriff, 
bedeſtroyed by th. . (3.) Whit 'sthereſule ? You'zre feeartd 
by theſe ſubterfuges : but *tis in,and by ſi»,and with /n#es, if nor 
upon your corporals, yet (which is worſe) ppon your conſcitWces 
Toware ſecured; but ſinners are hardned. The 7ewiſb compliagces 
ro cheir idolatrous ncighbors, did bur heighten their ode cnel 
and oppoſi:ion ro.che true faithand worlhyp, ;2 Keen: 7.8 &c 
Tou are ſecured, but others are ſeduced. Barw4bas himile 
35 the other believcrs ). was led awsy with Peters ifs 
Gal 2 13. .7owarc ſecured, but who [offers ? "Godli 
honors the Goſpel ſutters in.irs 0:d.nances; the godly (i 
names and {pirits.: And whether this be a, ſecurity forf 
after, as ſet God before them as. their reward, and his'Gyppet 
their 7w!e, and godlinrſs as the waiter of their rejojetng? * Ler 
Conſcienceſpeak taithiully.. .. ... TOI pot 
natbers. Ex. 


Queſt. Az we not lawfully accept of, "and [Faxvopberi. Ce 
| tificate , that we have regdounced or holy profefsteu 
in thjs or that particular , which i the butt of perſe- 


cutien ; when we may thereby ſecure our perſans; and 
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+44. v1; Ao ftefpretain the [ame privciples * | 
5 TS ER oo Sol bind yy tes 70h £70; { + #a*71;K AC "> 179 af 
Though ſelf-ſaf*ty is, and ſhould bedear to every man,6 may, 
yea muſt be.endeavored ſubordinately, yet not by ſinful means, or 
with [caudal and ignominy to our Mafter. Ia this C4| cit muſt be 
ſacrificgdio thum,or,we are,not ſaved, bur leſe our ſelves, Mat.19. 
WALRT? 2 TV3S3 # <+*\ TEMDL $\EIG, RAI j{"<*;F3s 
38,394[0.42-25-20d by accepiing deliverance on oat and 
en : ER DEE. — 


CY 


bÞ 2+ Certiftcates of receding FO cohfe(ion, Q”;>. 
ms WU fever ttuRisnto/otr ſelves, and 
nor t e TARBWaSthe)M'b Rt Boldrl 7 if MAMÞtimi- 
riveti times,  wefe cÞfſartdthritby the Chbrch> Fhit They ac- 
cepred by themif@ftez or Sthe:s forlelf fifery ,"luch' Verrificares 
and Lergars teffinmoni3]'6t* adprjngy rife. 30, "while'rhe "$A 

Adore, but ab#6 ; fred chem We you cbAfifer 9? +5 5 630! © 

(1 .Hg wy le Fant this I Froth the Comminds ' OFrM "4 
Con Cience judg oe {mpartiatly:: "Is this to contend earneff ly forthe 
Faih, gnee delevered tothe Seint. ; ws , by ſeeking covertstromthis 
duty PL. (at 1 leaſt) fromthe gerhereby., ender ahOrhers: fFinfg1 

| ra y this ro be '<$aliant for the truth ipon the earth: ? 


4 for 18] ice, and to plead fortrath ?' Jade: 3 Jer.9'3. If59:4. 
tO, ſhine 4s Tights is the world e or to firdomnin darkneſss 


i @ forth: the wore of life? ot to hold it back forfear of death 
Js Y tt Is it 10 gar vny 'Canale'on a (andlefiick ? oris it 
F FT: [4 Lathe Lott leaſt ro put if berth ROE Mar: +: | 
LS TOE 
eo "Om a IG a8d celufion with mer; not confeſcionts 
MRO ;- oh excuſed from an high degree: 'of diffimala- 
Fign wi Fr your Mediarot', ot baſe comardiſe n- 
ave aA raying ws 'wrh'o thers. And ctrſed be the 
Tres ith i 1.0 "Carſell fp that dot rhe work of the 
Lord deceiifully, M [1.14 it 48.10, 


(3) This were a derixg mari icins "IE while you 
rabe pie $AiEY, atleaf We: the E. of-it,, gee 
Us rom and by'bis ta!le and lying teſtimonials, which are- 
foe! 10, yQuromn knowledge, 271m. 2.22 Ram. 1.32. Beſides, 
ernelty is it; to. the others ſoul ? who ſhould be 

mes rough your conteffed piety, and nor Bordned inhis pre- 
jdice ag - odlinels,and'in perſc ecution of the  godly,chrough | 
nat-policy, 1 Pet.3.15,16: 
his wi! be a 473 chorow your ownconſeiences- who con. 
PLL oh inanotiter, Which +7 Ad ines yourown covers, and: 
therefore are, rhe more inexcuſevie, "Rom! 2,1, 2,3: with 1: 324 


"gen F Pacers in what you ſay ,' that you ſtill retain thevfame- 
Princips * = 
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-- (23 Though the «#»ger ſhould be neyer (ſo ercat, We muſt 
" 


Queſt:7, Doing contrary tothe confeſsiandue, Prop;z. 63 
principles? : Will not thefe ever and anon 'be as afireband in ehy 
Conſctonce; and flath hell in thy face © Throw away theſe ftoful 
v'zours:then; and rake to thee the ſhield of faith. Sound fairh will 
endure theroriunes, .not acceptiar eetverance, when it iS offered, 
with d;ſbonorrd: Chriſt, \er cannorbe obtained, but with diſheneſty. 
by- the Chriſtian," orwith the defilimemtofhis caxſeicnce, Her, 
5% S080 ne 05 lh at's ens 09k: g's 1 be 
Fu 3. There is n0time, wherein we may ap any thing , cox- 
irary 10 what we ſhould at «py tiradiconfeſs.ro-berour duty, (ina 
warrer of f:ithor wpeſhip):ro or concerning Chriſt.» The nege- 
tive conf. ffivn fpoken of ; Las itmdtesa men complatnce tn pre» 
feffion, or praice; td :he pravi-ievoli- men; o7.cimes;) muſt ever 
be preſerycd z whatever be the perſecuion imminent , cr inflict- 
red.” Fer this ye have 1. His command ro6:ingage you, 2:Tim. 2. 
19. Reb. 13 Pſal.37.27.Provig 7: to, 2. His:choice grace 
ro enable you, if you are: not onely alzroſt,: bur altogether Chri- 
#i4ns, |cr.32 '40-Pſal. 80. 17,18. Hebr. 12: 29. . 3: Acloud of 
wirnefſes to encoarege you, Heb.i2.1,2, And 4. The contrary 
Were (ineffe@; ro dexy C hrift,and that rono mcan degree, Fade 4. 
This may- nothe done theny. {> [bait ev 
- '(r) Fhough the defetzonthould be never ſo general: though: 
truth” faileth;” and he that departeth from evil maketh him- 
ſelf 4 prey, or i accounted mad, as 1mT1iaiah's time, Ifaigh 59. 


'15, tkough' we ſhould be left «/ope,, in our own apprehenfi- 


ons, 23s Elijah was, 1 Kings 19: 10.10 14, orhave the whole 
world 2gainft oxe<dthanaſine : Yer.one Elijab, one 4thenafins 
ruſt beagainſt «ihe pricſtsof Bal, apainſt the whole world of 
heretical and ungodly mer, We muft mainrain our holy profelſ- 
fion, with thoſe holy perions.: * Qur r#le is ; We wuſt not follow 4 
mulritnde to do evil; We muſt not becconformedio this world, We 
wuſt not run anto the ſame exceſs of rin, how ſtravge forver it be 
reputed: but keep our #prigitneſs of profeſſion inthe middeft of 


'a crooked and perverſe nation, Exod, 23.2, Row, 12.7.1 Pet. 4,4... 


Ph#l. 2, 15, 16. " 
hold: 


64 Prop 4,5. 4 diſpoſutroe.Confeſsion ſtill due;, - Queſt, 7. 
hold faft our profeſsion without wavering , and may nat caft away 
017 confidtuce,whaiſoever it coſt us,Heb;10. 23 4d finew, We may 
not chooſe. iniquity rather than afflidtion : Burmuſt rather endure 
the furnace,and embrace the * pred than dcſerc the fuith, chooſing 
rather to ſuffer effliftion with the prople uf God, than to enjoy the 
pleaſures 0] fin for 4 ſeaſon; efteeming the reproich of Chriſt grea- 
zer riches than the treaſures in this Egypt, Job 36.21, Dan.3 17. 
18. Hebr.ir1.25; x6. © 
Prop.4, There is notime, wherein apoſitive confeſſion of Chriſt, 
as it is diſpoſatively taken (for pn inward diſpoſition ro confels) is 
not d#e-trom us. Soit is clearly enough ſtared by Peter, r Per. 3. 
T5. Beready always to givean anſwer io every max that asketh 
yon-8 reaſon of the hope that is in you Though you arc norbound 
ro render an account alwayes, yet youare bound tobe ready al- 
ways, at leaſt withan bakitaalreadine(s,and this in a# alſo wit hin, 
and to'be reduced into at without , as often as you arc required to 
givean anſwer,when it doth accord with the glory of your Maſter. 
Ic is teve;rhat the confeſſion of Chriſt is an affirmative command, 
and £9; bindes nor 4d ſemper. [Bur though the owtwerd «tion be 
not required atat all times, yet the inward habitnde;is. As ir ob- 
'taineth jn prayer, and fuch other affirmative precepts ,' to inthis 
-alfo Thoughthe external duty cannor be arall times done, yet 
the internal diſpoſition is at all rimes due... We may never be out of 
-a praying or confefling 4me, though we cannotbe ever found in 
the a&s of prayer, or ot conteſhon-» +. : | 230 
Prop\ 5 There are ſome times wherein a poſ#15ve confeſſion of 
'Chritt, as iris declaratively raken,ornoteth the ourward declarati- 
0B, is not due from us. - This is (as hath bcen ſaid) an affirmative 
.precept,and.ſo«/wdys binds us, yet not 89 4/ways,7 e, 'tis always our 
-dsty,butis noralways:t0 be done.” tr. Weare not always foextibir 
. an 074hconfetſion. There could then be no time far our{leep,or for 
- Other ſpeech, &c which nerare asks for,and grice allowerh. 2.Nor 
 arewe always to exhibit a xea/confeſhon;For (o.there.could be no 
allowance tor other natural aQions,or for ordering our ciyil affairs 
and concernments;whichas dur y4tares end'neceſ-gies call for fom 
Ut; ſo God hath commanded to us, : Queſt. 


Qu.7. When priviledged from a poſutive confeſsion, Prop.5. 65 


it Qrelt. At what times are we priviledged from ſuch a poſttive 
"US confeſ5108 of Chrift ? J 4 . F ITS 


_ UAnſw 1. When the /ngagements for [elf-ſafety are not pre- 
ponderated by, orin an equal peiFemith thoſe for our Saviors g 10- 
ty. We ſerve a moft ingelgent Maſter, who bath not onely pro- 
miſed an crernil glocy,, bur provided alfo for qur temporal {afety.. 
He hath ſubordinated indeed 7bis ro that, and both to himſelf, Bur 
when our opep confeſſion. of him cannor ſerve him, bur the occelr- * 
neſs of our conver ſation may therewith ſecxre us, he alloweth us 
* the b:ncfit'of cur vn-obſerved teceſſes, 3x he didin like caſes to 
Meſes ard 0. he $,50d wi] now have wercy,apd not ſacrifice, Exod. 
-2.15.c, 1 Kings 18 13 Var".1207;9, 15» | | 
vAnſw. 2, When the intereſt both of the Confeſsion and Con- 
feſſovr. will be viſibly prejudiced, In this Caſe not onely our own. 
L goed;but cods glory do preclude it, and priviledge.us This ſeem- 
eth 10 have becn the truth of Davids'caſe 7 when he ſtayed with 
cAchiſh,1\Sam: er. 11. 8c. Our Savjors Rule for regylating his - 
Saints, in givi'g holy adinonli:ions and rebukes (in Mat 7.6) re-- 
figains us from caſting away our holy cour.ſels and confeſſions upon 
[uh @$ will but 1rample on them, and tear ws, ' Are we then deman- 
ded to deliver forthan account of cur faith and hopc.in Chriſt by 
ſame private perſon or pe. {ens , whow IF therefore {w3i{tbly) bur 
rent and perſccute w#,ard repreach and prejudice 2? We are not 
(inthscaſe) onely ezdempnifitd for our preſcat filence_ before 
ſuch, or for putting by thele demands with other diſcourſes, bur. 
 Emjoyned it, Prav. 26. 45.6 7, S,, | RY - 
eAnſw., 3: Whenthe ends of confeſfing Chiiſt cannot mani- 
feſily be promoted by it, or attained by us. For all' zeans are_in-: 
order to the,end for which they are ordained ; and our obligation 
to the means is ſor ob#4ining of the end, The end indeedis de- 
Grable,and to be intended for it ſelf, but theeleQion and uſe of 
. means 1s zer for themſelves , but for the ſate of the end to which 
they arereferred. What theſe ends are,is afore aid, In theſe caſes + 
theowe are priviledged from an open, ora} confeſlion of Chriſt: 
| (t) IF. 


66- Prop. 5. When priviledged from 4 peſitive confeſsiov. Qu 7, 
(1) If the glory of God our Savior will be viſibly rather hindred 
then helped b ir, All the lines of ſubordinate ends and mtans,auſt 
center in ths, which is the ſupream-emdofman, Ttrhe juncture of 
circumſtanccs be ſuch , as this means will »ew rathercroſs than 
condace to thisend, we are then exempted. Thus Ef her conceals 
both her relations and religionin ber recels tt Shuſban the palace, 
accord ing to thecherge of Mordeeds , while herconfeſfion wou!d 
manifeſtly obſtruQther honorable preferment to the kings boſom, 
and her hopes thereuponof promoting the bleſſed intereſt of the 
King of kings - But when a dooris once open (after her efpouſul 
0 him) of glorifying God ig retricying, the bloody decree of H«s- 
ar4n,and reſcuing his people out of this dcſt roying Fand, ſhe opez- 
ly avoucherh both her people and profeſsi0n, Efth. 2. 0 7.3.4- 
(2) If the Goſpel x $6 will be viſibly rather harmed than ad- 
vaxced by this open confeſſion of Chriſt, the preſent circnmſtan- 
ices of rime conſidered, For we may do nothing in diref? prejn- 
dice of the Goſpel, 2 Cor. 13. $8. Thus our Savior did often pro- 
' hibit the publicaticn of his miraculous ana ſignal Cures unto his 
Patience , eſpecially in the firft entrance of his Miniſtery, leſt.ic 
might not onely be interpreted a,ftudy of popularity in him, bur 
*#ntercept the ſurer paſſage of the Goſpel] among his, as it ſofc- 
times did, upon their immature and imprudent promulgation of 
them, Mark 1.44.45- & 7.36. Matth,8 4. & 9.30. 

(3) 1f the goodof ſouls (in the glory of himſclt) will be viſibly ra- 
ther haFarded than attainedbyit, When && with whom private en- 
"deavors will beſt promote theſe exds,we.may and muſt be private 
© Our precious Lord hath commended privacies of this kind, by his 

own unqueſtioned example,Lik g 19,11. to 23. As hath Paz! 
alſo by his, who tells his Galatians, / communicatedthe Goſpel pri- 
 wately ro them which were of reputation, left by any means I ſhould 
 1an;or had runinvain,Gal.2 2. And chargeth us to keep out per- 
ſiwaſtons in i#differescies private, when, and as often as our bre- 
thren will be fumbled or offendes,or made weak by our unteaſous- 
ble praQtices or profefſhon, in fuch matrers adiqphorows. Haſt thin 
farrhe haveit tothy ſelf before 50d, Rom. 14.-21,2% 
Ss I” 


Queſt, 7. When en open Confeſsion due, Prop 6. 67 
__ Propeſ, 5. If you would La3v wh:ther art this, or that parre- 
cular time, ſuch an opez and 93ſeryed Confeſſion of Chriſt is de 
from you.;- you muſt canfider the ends of this Confeſſion , and 
wheth*rit will now codoce or nor unto ,. and promote theſe ehds. 
For means 1eccive their value from their exd. _ 311 means are for 
their end, and the end.is not attained but by the means Nature 
it ſelf doth plainly diQtate your obligation to the uſe of meanes, 
when, wherein, and as often as you may thereby lawfully obtain 
the end... Wou!d you then know whether you are aom called, ac- 
cording to yqur./eweral capacities, toſucha ſolemn Confeſſion of 
Chiſt : You have theſe ſerious Queſt ions roask of, and anſwer is 
your own conſciences, ec | 
(1) Will-God bemoſt magnified by my preſent open canfeſsiin in 
the (reſent circumſtances Iam in? Speak Conſciences and parc 
nor, whether of publick Officers in Church or Commonwealth, or of 


thoſe that ire in a more private orb, This is the higheſt & ultimaie 
ead,and therefore infer che high:ſt 2nd indiſpenſable ingagements 
r0 the ule of all appointed means; and then eſpecially and moſt 6- 
minently, when the attainment of this.epd by then, is obvious to 
your.owa ſenſe, ani conſcience. Is not ths youren#?” Or is not 
confe(510n of Chrift a means of divine impreſſion, inorderto it ? 
Doth not Conſcience diate the priſe uſcfulacls of this means, 
Tn order to that end ? Now, if cyer then, Let every tongue confeſs 
that Teſw Chriſt # Lord fo theglirygf the Father Phxl. 2; tRom. 
14 Lt, Who may.due to he mute when tbe Lotddstobe magnifl 
ed,cfpecially oofokNs call him Maſter? Whoſe confeſsion ſhould 
not be manife/? when Chriſt ſhall be thereb (agnifed.thou h ir 
ſhould, coft lteirfelf,efpecially.if youre Chriſts MiniPers PL 35. 
37,38,Mal 1.6. Phil 1.20, Nap,lef alt ſuch ut loves i/ Yatioy 
{qy.copginvatti;ehe Larid be magnified, Plilgo:16.8 70.4., 

, (2) Will the Goſpel he beſt maintajued by my preſent publick con- 
Doo i064 preſent circomftances 1 am jn ? Let Conſcience be 
plainly heardaur by.all Magiſtrares, | ; 


I 


rates, by all Miniſters angwembers 
everlaſting Goſpel. Oh) che 27241 


own 


whe lay.Caim tg 


Loodneſs that.the Gebrl hath declated and doneto & for your what 


- have 


68 Prop. 6. When anopen Confeſsion due. 
have you declared or done, or yer will declare or do for the Goſpel? 
W har ſhould not be done, or ſuffered for the Goſpels ſake, that ir 
be zot hindred ? much more thatit may be excreaſed, . Gal: 2.5. 
1 Cor,9.12,13. 2 Cor, 10.15. Muſt wenot gf propeiat the word 
of the Lord may have free courſe, andbe glorified ? then ſurely we 
muſt (according to our place and calling ) do our beſt and moſt to 
promote it, and may not be aſhemed to confels and pl:ad for ir, 
1 Theſ. 3. Rom, 1.16. Tea, rather then part with ir,or not pro- 
telsthe Tofhel: hen you may thereby promote it ; 'Tow uſt be 
bg iarers of the affiittions of the Goſpel, atrording to the power of 
od, and not be aſhamed of the teſtimony of the Lord, nor of ſuch as 
are his priſeners, 2 Tim.1.8, _ | 
(3) Willthe good of ſouls be beſt miniſtred unto by my preſent 
Confoſsion in the preſent ci:curſtances 1am in ? Let the witneſs 
of Conſcience be attended , eſpecially by you that watch for, or 
have the charge of ſouls, and inſpeR.on of Confciences. Nos mas 
ſhould [eek his own. onely, but every one anothers welfare, May ye 
; not h;de your ſelves in whatſoever concerns your neighbors eftates 
but help, them eyen'to their fr4)ing byores ?' 1 Cor,10,24. Devi, 
- 22. 1.106. Exod. 23.4.5. Mucehtefs may you hide ycur (elves 
in what concerns their ſouls , the beſt part , and of abiding per- 
feRicn : but ſhould ſtady (ro your utmoſt ) - 10 promore their 
Eternal ſalvation ,., Fade ver. 23. Rom. 11. 14. Ah Sirs! who 
hould be flenr when ſouls Aye ax ftake 2 and he may both [ave 
himſelf , and them that hear him, bythe ſame a? 1 Cor 9.2.3. 
Rom. r0..7, 1 Tim. 4.16. Is your preſent Confeflionlikelyto 
bring in ſouls. to Chriſt? Oh happy work both to us and him ! 
and a ih piece of v1 dam; charyonforthwc ſet abppr it, and 
fall in with the preſent ſeaſon "Ta: 5.29. Dan. 12, 3. Prov. ir. 
30. : Is your preſent Confcfſion like to build up ſouls in Chriſt 
Oh! do not baulk ic , but bring y9u forth out of the good trea- 
vre of good hearts, your goodtbings. Wherefore have you your 
_ facultyof beech, ot the futgitute of the þ3r3t; bur for good to rhe 
uſe of edifying ? And it you ſhould ſeek, that you may exerl tothe 
edifying of the Church , therino doubr you miaynor overflip ſuch 
x | _ 


Queſt.79. What ſort of open canfeſ»ion © now due, Prop, 7. G9 
an eminent ſeaſon, Eph. 4. 29, 1 Cor, 12.78 14.12. Rom.15.2% 
Prop. 7. It you would know to what fort or tinde, as alſo to 
 wharciſe or degree of poſitive Confeſſion youare at this, or that 
particular time ingagedz you muſt conſidet theſe ends, and what 
ſort or ciſe of Confeſſion will beſt condnce fo, and promere theſe 
ends. For the end airitts and detezmines, orders and over-rules in 
the choice and uſe of means. Theend both leads and limits us 
(according to the circamftances weare in) both what means we 
ſhould uſe, and to whap ae oh : As the pcudent deliberation of 
health and life points us, like the finger of a Dyal, whether we 
ſhould in this jun-iure uſe foodor phyſick's and not onely what we 
ſhould take in ſuch a caſe, but how wwch alſo. Here let me leave 
you with theſe rwo Concluſions : That r., by whatever order or 
kindeof Confeſſion, And 2 by whatever obſcrvedneſs or degree 
of Confeſſion, you may beſt come to, and keep up theſe ends,you 
are bound to uſe that order and obſervedneſs. 

Concluſ.1. By what every order or ſort of Confeſsi0n you may beſt 
ſerve axd ſecure theſe ends, yon are obliged tothat ſort and order of 
confeſsion. 1, Reaſorinſtrutts you to make choice and uſe of the 
beſt means, whereby you may compaſs your juſt ends andinten- 
tions. ' It doth nor onely #»hibit the uſe of what i contrary to 
them, betdoth exjoy»the uſe of ſach meanes as are moſt conve- 
nient roattain them. 2, Religion engages you to uſe all meapes 
of Gods appointment for the exas by him appointed, and the beſt 
of every kinde; and moſt apt for the obtaining of them, and for 
the honoring of him. He requireth the male in your fleck, the 
beſt means you can make uſe of, and without any bile, or blemiſh. 
He will notbe putoff with the maimed, and halt, and torn for ſa- 
erifice. Whoever reſerves the beſt from him, he counts him a 
dece:ver, and curſeth him, and it as deceit and falſhood, Mal. nx. 8. 
13,14. Hoſ 11.12. Willthe glory of God then, in the goſpel 
of his Son, and good of ſouls , be beſt furthered , according to 
your preſent circumſtances, by a formal and orall, or by a virtual 
and real confeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, or by them both together ac-. 


cordingly, muſt you comporr your ſelves, 
K 2 E:rſt; 
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NAT OTE IOTITEN COLOR EO TE DINE Ons 
79-. ... : Prop, 7., Diſp#ting far the Trath; . . Oueſt: 7. 
. - Firſt," 150. a formal and vocal confeſvion of Chrift beſt ſerve 
theſe ends, 4s you are niw circumſtanced £ The premiſcs do plainly 
prove that thus kind of Confciſton is. xew your cuty; 301 you may 
nor bediverted-fromir.,(x) Happily thetg.ends willbe moſt ad- 
xanced,-and belt arrained by an open and plata declara'idn of, and 
for hims. 1t-ſo, you may notdeejine ir, bur muſt readily g ve our 
,yourRteſtation to.him, and anſwer to-others of the faith and bope 
thar is in yqu, and of:yuur. obedience: unto him, and muſt drc/a; e 
the works of cod; pud bis gle: 1 among yhe heathen, (if the preſent 
exigengies require ix,). as;ell a5 among _ bes people, 1 Per. 3. 15. 
Pal 78.5,6,7. & 96.3. & 64.9-' (2) Happily theſe ends wil. b-: 
beſt enſured by an open and publick P2iſputation, It fo, you m:y 
nor dally init, bur muſt contend e rneſtly-(2ccording to your £- 
parity) for the faith enceaclivertd, Jude yer.3.. ©. 


Queſt; [3 every Chnfeſſor bound ro diſpete for Chriſt «nd his 
"*  opxcermentsf?., - —_ ” | 


Though impeſ344nere Diſputes for, and Defences of the Goſpel- 
faith and Worſhip, which-have bceaunderiaken in hu ſuf ficien- 
cy, and humbly and uprigttly mannaged in his 5kill and ftreneth, 
and for his ſake,hath been always of greatadyantage to the Cauſe - 
of Feſi4, and ro the confounding of the enemies, 45 9. 22. and 
39. 8,9, 10. & 1 7:2, 3, 4, 17: 10-34» And though cvery.man is. 
e6ncerned co declare-a reaſon'ef the hope that's un him, yercvery 
man is no: qualified to diſcuſs the ſame, ina (tri way of r: ##0ct« 
nation and diſpute againſt all Opponents, The Diſpatants we read 
ofypon-ſuch.ſyubjecs inthe ſacred Scriptures, have been men emz#- 
rently irifirated' of God, and inveſted wittigifes , of: much skill, 
and 4g hty tn the Scriptures z as, Apullos, Stephen, Pail, and Bar- 
zabas, Ats 18.294 4dfinem.6:6.8.9,10 &15.2.& :9.8,9. *Tis. 
true, every man ſhou'd covet earneſily the beſt gifts, andthat he. 
way excelte the edifying of the Church, but that.cvery man is con- 
cern'd toingage indiſputations and ſcholaſtical ventilations, with 
the ſubtile encmies-of our Faith, will not thence be izferred, cſpe- 
clally 


P_—_ - X 


Qyeſt. 7. © Diſptting for the Tyuth, Prop. 7. 2M 
\ cially in that it is made ſuch a'difcriminating character (not of a 
member of Chriſt, but) of a Mixsſier of Chriſt 4 that hebe able by 
{onnd Doitrine, both to exhort and convince the gainſayers, x Cor. 
I2.31'&14,,'2, Tir, 1.9. £23 PSS ogy (ORE 
- When the holy exds afore-mentioned will /be rather fprevex- 


4 


| ted and prejudiced, than promoted by ſuch open engagemen's 


and conflicts on your part, you may not ( though provoked 
thereunto,) accept rhe Challenges of the Adverſary ,- tur ſhould 
either put by his arrogance with fome pious diverſion , of pray ia. 
the affiſtance of others who: can beecer defend the Truth , and de- 
fear rhem.. Let nor paſs79-couzen?, or pride corrupt (you , ro- 
miſtake your call herein, You are never called of God to di- 
fpure for his Goſpel with ſuch, or when the Truth will viſibly. loſe, - 
and error v fibly gain , throegh your difabiliry and diip:opertion- 


1othe Conteſt. Tf the weak, in rhe faith may not be received to 


doubtful Diſputa:i9ns amorg rhe Saints in Chrit , much leſs are 
they requ red toenter' the Liſts of Diſpuration with <he fubrile 
znd cunning Sophiſters of a corrupted Age: God requiring from 
them but-as he g:verh to: chem , and as they may glorife him, 
Rom. 14-1. Math. 25.22,23;:9. Inaword; you ſbonld do notl ing 
againſt the truth , that mzy ( through your inordinacy or infir- 
miry) cither wound or weaken it: Burt all for the Truth, to 
promote the eflecm , and preſerve the-entireneſs of- it, '2 Corin- 
thjans 19: 8 ' | 

[: acvife every on? in this. Caſe , to obſerve the” Adverſary. 
that oppoſeth, and #5 own ability and order or capacity :. And 
how theſe enc's will be attained ,-or hzzarded thereby And « 
every one hath received the gift , and may reach theſe ends by, 
or upon the Antagoniſt with whom he hath to conflie ; ſo let- 
him miniſter, not ſtretching himſelf beyoud the line of his 
abilities, orrhe meaſ#rero which he hathacrived, that the Fame 
of Chriſt may not ſuffer rhrough yonr weakneſs in the Congreſs, 
and his Cauſe and Church ſuſtain-ſhame through your being con- 

#ered,and through their boaſts and cracks who will :11umph'over 

che Truth, through your fall and ignorance. Doth the Antagoniſt 
CULMAtC.? 
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72 . Prop.7. An opengttive(onfeſcion. * Queſt. 9, 
outmatch youin abilities £ and happily glorieth over you, in that 
you decline the Conteſt ?: Be it ſo. A plain and pious aſſerting of 
the important,truths of Jeſus ; and of the evidence and influence 
hereof as to your Conſciences z rogether with a plain and parti- 
cular acknowledgement of your inability ro-(o uneven a conflic, - 
will both beſpeak your hnmility and the Goſpels honor, It you could 
ſay no more but with that happy Martyr, Thongh 1 cannot diſe 
pute for the truth, yet Ican axd will ayeifor the truth ; yerthis will 
| bea ſeed of comfort to you, and of couviftion to them | 
II. Secondly, Will 4 virtual confeſsion beſt ſerve theſe ends,i 
the circumſtances youarein £4 You may not failastoir , oras to 
the way (whether aZive or peſsive) whereby theſe exds will be 
accompliſhed. | 
 1+jWill the expliciteneſs of your profeſſion in an 4#ive way beſt 
promote theſe ends * Let it put you upon preſent «dou, that-you 
may celebrate this holy Confeſſion, both by the opennels of your 
 ownprattice, and by owning other | rofeſſors. ' | 


Queſt, Whether , and how far Confeſsors are bound tobe open 
in the prattice of Chriſtianity , eſpecially in times of 
perſecution ? "a | 


. Though we may not. «n-xeceſſar;ly draw our ſecret duties of 
Piety, ordeeds of Gharity into publique ſight and obſervance, 
which would be 4/iez from the ſpecial nature of ſ#ch duties, and 
adverſe to our Saviors diretions, and an embieting of applauſe 
with men , and therefore of -no acceprance with, or recompence 
from God, M«th.6.1.to7. And though no part of our-Chri- 
ſian praRtice be deſigned, fins/'y, for approbation with men, or 
tobe ſeen of them, which were groſs hypocriſie, andis ſo far from 
finding commendation with God , that it is cerczinly followed 
with his curſe, and many complicated woes, Matth. 23.5, 27, 28. 
2 Cor. 10.18, Tet, as God is exalted, the godly edified, the Go- 
{pel enlarged,, and the ungodly are cither expoſed to ſhame, or 


egrecioully-falenced, or effctually won over from fin, by the evi- - 


derce 
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Qreſt. 7. CAnepenattiveconfeſsion, Prop. 7. 7 

dence of our good works, Gal. 23,24. Eph. 4.16, 29.1 Pet.3. 
1,16. So, 'tis not onely- lawful that we may , bur leudable and 
needful that we ſhould have our Converfarion ſo conſpicuous 4- 
mongſt men, that they may by onr gata'wor!s which they ſhall be- 
hold , glorifie God in the day of wifitation. Ando &« the will of 
God, that with well doing ye put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh 

wen, 1Pert. 2.12 I5- 4 | | | 

'Tis true, you muſt not #nordinately affet the fight or cen- 
ſures of any man, or men. Butif you ſubordinate your aQions 
and appearances before men, tothe ſig br and approbation of Cod, 
and do therefore perform your Chriſtian obedience before them, 
that they may thereby beperſwaded to convert ro,and honor him; 
'ygu'do but therein anſwer his ends , and your own engagements; 
And ſhould not feed your fears of being hypocrites , or forbear 
this explicitereſs, when you make your ow glory to ſerve hi, and 
are ſo far from ſeeking the praiſe of men, more than the praiſe of 
God, that you firi# ſeek this, and ſhoot ar ir as your mark, and 
ſeek that orechy for this its ſike 5 and fe it onely as your butt, that 
you may the better hit this mark © Hear therefore your dtity and 
our Savio1s direction. Let yonr light nor onely be, bu: ſhine, and 
that before men, ard ſo ſhine before'them , rhat they may ſee your 
good works and glorifie your Father which i in heaven, Mar.5.16. 

'Nor ſhould times of perſecution rake'you off from' this publick- 
neſs: but cauſe you to-mend your pace, and co fpread your ſayls 
to every wind that will blow you the ſwifter and ſurer into this 
happy Porr. The Saints ſcattered through the ſtorms of perſecu- 
tion , wwſt yet ſhew out of a good converſation their works with 
meekneſs of wiſdom. The Philippians, notwithſtanding the #ight 
of perſccution,muſt and do ſhine .& lights in the world inthe midſt 
of a crooked and perverſe nation, Ia.3.13. Phil. 2.15. with 1.28, 
29,30. Deniel(in this caſe)ſticks not ro make up his private Chri- 
tian offices of publick and common obſervaxce, opening his win- 
' dows , as well as not omitting his work , that others might rake 
Copy and Courage from his Conſtancy in his family, to follow 
"aſter God fu/ly, and nor forego their duty io God,” upon feares 
os 


74 
of violating the Decrees of men, Den. 6, 10, -The. 4poſtles alſo 
do nor, will nor quit their preaching of th: fi :cere Word , or per- 
formance of rhe piritual and ſolemn Worſhip , to the be## degree 
of publitkneſs they might, how ſharp (cever tae win is 0© Ad- 
verlicy and. Aﬀiiction blow upon them, or they be ſcurrilouil y 
treated, «s peftilent and ſeditious fellows for it, As 4.13,. g. 
RI IEEERSS $> 14... -* 4 - EO EI, 

The degree of explicitencſs in our Ch iſtian praftice, which 
becumes our daty in caſe of perſecution, will Leſt be dir:&#ed by 
a.tchding the ends mentioned and che attainment thereof by ſuch 
eExplicitencis. See Conclufion ſecond. 


| Queſt. Whether, and how far are we bound to own' , 
Confeſſou:s of Chriſt publiquely, eſpecially incaſe 
of perſecution ? F 


Though.you are not bound to owz ſuch in any ſenful, or un- 
lawful matter., who therein do not own but appoſe your cA1a- 
ſer ;_ as neither by any ſinful or unlawful meanes, for hs good © 
doth. not wart , nor will warrant your evil, as neither by ſtep: 

ping or moving out of, or beyond the bounds. and limits of your 
Ciltings, For every one muſt abide inthe Calling wherein hes 
 calledef God, Gal.2.1i1. Rom 3.8, 1 Cor, 7 20, 24. Yet where- 
in, and'as far as they publickly. own Chriſt , and Chriſt will be pub- 
lickly bongured by them, , you muſt ( according to your capaci- 
tics) publickly own them, and partake with them-in the defence 
ard confirmation of the Goſpel : whereuatoallihe conſolations in 
Chriſt, all che comforts of Love, and the communian of rhe Spi- 
rit, and of the Saints ,. are ſo many quick and cogent arguments, 

PR $e7ak7 27. 3 2.1.2.4 NE Jed | 

Publick Magiſtrates then ſhould not onely don unrigbteon[- 
neſs in judgement to them, upon the informations. or invigation 
of the ungodly ; For he that juſtifieth the wickea,- endcondemurth 
the juſt , even they both are an abomination. to the Lord, Lev. rg. 
15. Piov. 17.15: 1.5.23. But 1, ſhould declare the now rneprt 
| HE Tn their 


Queſt. 7. Owning of Confeſrors, Prop. 7.* 15 
their perſons, and injuſtice of their proſetstion, as the Princes did 
concerning the Prophet Feremy , This man i not worthy to ate, 
for he hath ſpoken toms inthe name of the Lord our God, ſer. 26. 
16. 2, Should defeat the wiles and purpoſes, and diſappoint the 
wrath and power of their adverſaries. 3. Should delivertt.em 
out of the jaws of the wicked , and from the injurics of falſe wit- 
nefles; And 4. defend the worth and-integrity of- their perſor.s 
and profchons, As 23 27, Fob 29-12.to 18. Heb.1' 4 Iſe.59 4. 
By this as God is honored , ſo their government will be upheld 
and happy. This is the very defign and 4ienity of their Office 
whichis for tbe puniſhment of evil dorrs, and for the praiſe of 
them that do well: And beſt accords their ends and intruſtmenr, 
their -deputation by, and debt they owe to God the ſupream Go- 
vernor. Remember therefore , O ye Governots of /ſratl, 'Evd 
ftandeth in the Congregation of the mighty. *Defend «nd deliver 
his poor : Dojuſticetothe afflitFed and needy: Oper your minthes 
for the dumb in the cauſe of all ſuch as are appointed to deſtyulHon : 
Open your mouthes and judge righteouſly, and pleadthe canſe of the 
poor 4g4inſt the oppreſſoar , aud ſons of violente', and of Belial, 
Pſal. $2.'2, 3,4: Prov-$'t.$;9 Fer. 220 23.00 ef NNN 
Private Chiiſtiens ſhould own publick-Confefſots;both'piivate- 
ly and publickly, both as concerns their profeffion, and in cafe of 
perſecution. (1) LAs concerns-their profeſsion. You muſt not 
onely not difquict, or add diſtreſs to their affliction; Galat.' 5), 17, 
Pſal, 69.26. but muſt do whatſoever comes within'your power, 
and correſponds to your place, (as far as will conduceto'the afore- 
faid ends) which may beſpeak your care for, and communion with 
them in the ſame fellowſhip with Chriſtians, and your conjun&t 
zeal and firiving” rogerher for-the-ſame' Faith and' Worſhip of 

Chriſt, 1 Coy. 12.'25. Phil "1,29: Roms; 15, 55.6. So that 

ſhould x. conſider them;wherein they my or doneed you toabet 
and affiſt them ,*Heb. 20, 23, 24.” 2. You ſhould connſeſthem, 
wherein they wiſh, or may want youradviceand counſel;Pr9;27'9. 
3; *Youſhould gvickes ther; when; andWvterein you fndethem 
averſe or awkivard, 2 Per. ti';. 4 You ſhotiſd be camttlors of, _ 
F L or, 


76 ', Prop. 7., Owring of Confeſſors. Qucſt. 7, 
for,and-watch over rhemgwhetreinthey may bein a hazard, rſpect? 
ally: af 4poffatrFeng, Hel: 3.12,; 3. 5: You ſhould convince and 
copvert, and recover them, wherein they have at any time abated 
or apoſtatized, F4. 5. 19.<al. 6.1, '6- You ſhould confirm them, 
when and whereinthey a! feeble o: lutuare ,, and comfort them 
wherein they faint; Thef 5 11,14. 7.:In aword,you ſhould com- 
municate what in you licth, for their-ſpititual farthera- ce, -and for 
ſtrengrhning their hearis and harids in this holy Cauſe of God, 

Rom. 1. I1.12.. 7 
(2) In caſe of ptrſecution :: You mult not onely decline all con 
juaction-with and aflociating to thera that.perſccure, Pro r,11,25;, 
15; nor onely not deny your knowledpe of; -and acquaintance with 
tl;oſc thar profeſs; which coſt Peter ſuch a bitter repentance, Math. 
26469. noronely not deſert your communion and aſſembiins 
Logeihet.withthemM the moxe or leſs pub/7ck ordinances of Chiiſk, 
which was the fearful fin of. Demas ani of fore other 4poſtates, 
' 2 Tiw-4'10. Heb. to. 25. . But you ſhould 1 detec? rhe plots and 
confederacies (as far as they are known to you) of the perſecutors, 
forthe preſervation of theſe y as did no: only Pazls (iſtets. ſon, bur 
Fonathan alfo,though his father were intereſſed therein, #2 3.1.6 
1. $43.19 1,23, 2. Diſſwade(as you have opporcunity)at leaſt q;/- 
owa their purpoſes and praffice in perſecution of ſuch ; as d:d both 
he & Gamaliel, Act 5.34.to 40. 3. Declare the innocezcy of their 
perſons, and inoffenſiueneſs of theirprinciples and, comportment, 
az allo. did-Jorathaz,1, Sam.19.4;5. 3 Joh 12. 4. Defendthem in 
their incorruptand holy profeſſion , againſt the smputations of mi- 
ſtake and malice, as did 4bimelech, 8 trom intended miſchirfs and 
mack inations of violence to them, according to the occaſipns of- 
fered,and rhe orb ard callings youarein,r $47,22.14 &14.45. 
5» Detain,thelierand, conceal their prrſops from: popular fury,and 
the fears or force of perſecution, asdid good Obadiah, who bid au 
hundred Prophets of the Lord, by. fifty in acaveas did the diſciples 
concerning Paul, lejting him down by the mall in a hacker, L Kings 
18/4. A,g,2 5+. 6: Diſtbute to, and,vifis.chem in their priſons, 
and ander perſecution, not being «ſhamedof their bonds or chains, 
as 


Quelt 7. Laying aown life fo: Confeſſore. Prop. 7:1 Pr 
as cid go2d Onefpphorus,Mart.25. 36,432 Tim. 2.$,16.but adminic 
firing to,and affe onately ſymyarthizing with-tbem io their,neceſe 
ſities, according to your abilities and opportunities ,and their reſpe= 
Rive ecigencies, Phil,4.15,16, Heb.13.3. 1 Cer.12-26« 7+ YOU 
my not deer; them in heir perſecution , when they.areſeiFed by 
men,or {tand-before the Judgemenr-ſcar of the Magiſtratey 3b ſach 
adherence to,& appea-ance with them wil mo-e honor Chriſt, mare 
hold uphis cauſe, and more help'the goo.i of his Confelfors, than 
your 4*ence may or can. This was the lin of the diſciples,andis of 
that {i2nal dy, thu the Apoſtle cannot mengion ;it without, a (pe- 
cial zzark of its malignity, and of their miſcatrizge, who were guilty 
of i; nor withour ſupplication for-ſpecial mercy inthe forgiyenels 
of it. At my firſt 4n!/wer no man withſt cod me,but all men forſgok me: 
I pray God that it may not be laid to their chargg Mat, 26. 56.3: iun; 
4 10, Lſtiy,you ſhou}d{ſo far: as COncerns.yvu,or;fals'wichinyour 

compals:d:l:verthem our of their perſecutions. - And;gdoubtleb6(ſo 

far as lawfu' #3: erpofitions with men, and interceſston with God will 

prevail for thzm,you may nt 024 either of-rhem.. So.did Reuben 

tor his brother,and the Charch for Peter;Gen 37.2 122,48. 12-5: 
Anl if thau forbear ta deliver thes-that are arawn unta deatn,ang 
thoſe that axe ready'to be ſlain : (vik, when it is inthe power of thy. 
hand, and agreeabl: to thy place and call'ng) If thou ſayeſt, Behol4 
we knew tit not: doth not he that pondereth the hea-t conſiderit? and. 
he that keepeth thy ſoul, 4gth not he know it.? And ball wat he reps, 
arr toeuery man according to his wares ? Prov. 34 11gi2y | 


; T ENT REDS vent 

þ Queſt. Whether and when we are to lay down qur lives for the. 

| Confeſſors of Jeſus? | NF Tp 
- *Tis true, there is a time when were to.lay down our. life for 

the brithren,x Job.3 16.notinaway of px;or of ſedrtion,thereby: 

ro ſav? them: bur in way of peculiar ſerviceableneſs, t0;and petzent., 

ſuffering fer, 20d with chem, when , and as the intereſt of.Chrift, . 
FT ct c edificarion of thz:Church,and rhe exigencies of Conteflors xe- 
vire it- from us-: - By whichweate tobe ruled in this cale ys 


Efther, Paul, and Epaphroditus were, Eſth.q 16. 2.Cor. gt Fr 
2 Phit. 


78 Prop. 7. Laying down our lives for Confeſsors. Queſt, >; 
phil. 2.30. Thisbeing the, bigheft diſcavery ,'and (ſpeaking the 
hizbeſt degree of love, and life it ſelf being of fo high a dearneſs 
roman, is nottherefore ro be proſtitured; but'npon an high-con- 
fideration, and whith may compenſate the lofs of it, (atleaſt) if 
nor + ut arg the ſame, Fob. r5:13, Fobu, 4 ! 

All this wellbecomes the ſupreans Governor; when the glory of 
God'and good of his peopleicannor be better otherwiſe provided 
for (in which cafe” the Governors of 1/rael, Gideon and Fepthah 
jeoparded themfelves, and put thiir lives in their hands , againſt 
the-E ord'#nd' his ſervants adverfafies, 7udges 5.12.9.17. 12,3: 
Lo ir beedmes their ſwbjec#s and inferiors in government, when /ed 
by theitCondue ; orwith Freve of them , their Commanders : 
Which was Dawids eaſe againſt Goliah, and Zebnluxs and Naptha- 
If's aptinſt Siſexs and;his hoſt, i Sam: 19.5. F#dges 5.18; 

Every: Chriſtian then is not upon every account to expoſe his: - 
fe tor theſake of a Brother, or yet of the brothar hood + nor atiall, 
in compliance td the ifs of any man, or men, which was the fin 
of that Sercereſs, r'Sam.2$.21. (Bur if fo be the plory of God, 
the Gofpelef Chriſt, *and the good of rhe Church cannot bertes 
be fectred or ſerved thart by the'BuJard of your life in,and for the 
g06d 6f rhe Confeſſor, in ways'#greeable tothe peace, piety and 
petzence of the Goſpel, *(For I abhor, and you ſhould, all ways of 
tumtule and civil rupture ) If fo, yeu thort'd ror count your lives 
dear wht you forthe nam&cf-Chriſt\, a&nor did Par! and Bar- 
nibas. As $5. 26.50: 24. Whethet by 1'p:efenting your ſelves 
and ſupplice3ions for.chem to the King , as Efther did ro Aha- 
faerws', or by 2 a ſupply of the lack of others ſervice to them in 
their ſtraits and captivity , as Epaphroditas did to Paul : or by 
; preſervins andbiding themtrom the'perſecarors cruelty, -as 0+ 
badiah did*ve Prophets; vtetfe from popular commotrions, as it 
ſeems Priſciliwand 1otfedid Pal; eicher ar Corinth or Epbeſas, 
for-bi life laying down thtiriomn necks; Efther 4. 1 6. Phil, 5.:30,- 
Rom. 16-4; with AQtv18,v2,23. xKings 18-4. That (with thefe 
limits) we ſhould {ay down or tiverto fave the brethren, we have 
the open obligation nat onely of our Saviors patiern,bur of his pre- 

| cept 


Queſt. 7., ccAnopen peſsive confeſsion. Prop, 7, 79 
cept likewiſe; 1705 3, 16. "Andif imthis caſe, Ibe offere4 upon 
rhe ſacrifice and ſervice of your: faith, 1 joy and rejozce with you 
all, Phik. 2629; 0h tho ihr q 

-2, Wi the Expliciteneſs of your profeſsion in a paſsive way 
beſt; ſexe 1he afareſaia ends. ? '\ Yau muſt then contentedly deny 
your ſebves, take up yourcrofs; andfolow-Chriſt; 'Norbonas, nor 
banijhment, nordeath may move you' our of your Chriſtian-con- 
ſtancy, roreſtifie the Goſpel of the Grace of God , according to 
your particular capacities, Mark 8. 34+ Math.10. 16, 17, &c. 
Foh, »G. 1,2. 44s 20.23, 24! But of this frequently'is rhis 
Diſcourie. +In ſhort therefore; 4 $ God may be belt glorified; his 
Goſpel beſt inlarged, the godly beft edified; ſomuſt yon witneſs 
a good-contefſion , either by 1. enduring the threatned fury with 
the three Children, Daniel, Stephen, andthat Cloud of Martyrs, 
Heb: x1. 36,77. Dan.3i:T8,8&c. 6-10,&c, Ats 7.'2,&c. 2. Or 
by eſcaping and timely flight , 2s did Moſes by faith , and therein 
' exaured, as ſecing him who & inviſible, Heb. 11.27. 


Queſt, '}#hether it is lawful, and when for Confeſſors to flee in 
| caſe of perſecation ? , "01 
Anſw, Nodoubt, in ſome caſcs : or our Savior Chriſt had ne- 
ver prefcribed it to his ſervants, or practiſed ir himſelf, as we finde 
he did,” Math. 11. 23, Fohn 10. 39. Thepreceding Rules may 
prompt youa reſolution when it may be done, and when declined, 
if they are applicd. | 
(1) You may take the [bey!y of flignt , or rather ſhould take. 
' it to be your dvty ro flze, it theaforeſaid ends will be better fur- 
thered by your: light than by your ſtay 5 As moſt times it is when: 
the perſecurion"is perſonal and particular. Jn this cafe God him- 
ſelf inſtructs 'Eltjah to eſcape and hide himſelt, firſt at Cherirh, 
and after thatat Zarephath, whither he flics a ſecond time alſo for 
SanQuary upon a new emergency. x Kings 17 3,9: &19. 3, The 
Prophets of the Lord'iare hid by fifties in 4 cave, from the fury of 
the perſecmors , bythat piows Comrtier 0b44ia/ , x Kings 18. 4. 
Uriah 


So . Prop. 7. Flight in perſecution. - Queſt: 7, 
Urijah fices into. Egyptifrom the force of Fehojakim, Jec.! 26. 
21, Paul and Barnabas frequently: provide for i their own fafcry 
by a timely retreat, or flight rather, from popular fury, 4s 14.. 
6, & 17, 14, & 9, 25, 29,30, 'Nay is the-perfecution'more priv- 
beck and; general? If you may beſt ſecure theſe: publick ends (4s 
well as your private incereft) bysflighe , rhere is 20: bing to zlle- 
citimate, but mech to enconrage. it,” The womanfiees intothe wil- 
derneſs, Revel. 12. God prepares her a place and proviſion , z$ 
alſo, wings for flight, werſe 6, T4. After Stevens death there was 
s great; perſecution againſfithe Church which war at Biergfalem: 
And Zvke'putsthis mart pon it ;. they were all :;ſcattered abroad, 
Aqs 8. 1,4. And Paubcommentds them (in that day of gen:ral 
diſtreſs) as of whom the world was not worthy , who then wandred 
about, Heb.1 138. INK, EA + F 
(2.) You mutt tatry, 'and may not fiiecwithout frm, win theſe 
ends will be be# accompliſhed through-your ſtay 'and immerar-, 
on in your Countrey. While Pan may beſt forward-the. con- 
cerns of Chriſt at Corinth by his coxtinuance there , he miy nor 
Ainch or flic one foot from thence. Rel:gious 'Srever will.ride 
out the Storm at Hiernſalew, though it rain ftoxes and (lavgh- 
ter; ſo long as the Goſpel may riſe and live by hi death aad 
downfal.” And the C4 pe#les remained at Hieruſalem, when the 
re were ſcattered abroad, andtherage was ſignal, As 18.9, 
Io,.14;" Q.7.& 8. i. Though you may not (acrifice your:lives 
or liberties ro/anothers 25, and:the Churches loſs ; yer your ſelf- 
ſafery mu? not be valued above, but ventured for the Clu:ches 
]am and Chriſts glory. As you are now circumſtance taen, will 
rheſe-cnds bebe# provided for by abiding your place, and 0 and- 
ing 'your poſt: and ground 2 'Taen do not either tace abour, or 
flieaway. Say rather with ſtout and-reſolute Nehemiah , Should, 
uch a man as I flie? And who t there, thatbeing as 1 am; would 
20 into the Temple to fave his -j ? Iwill ng go in, Nehemial 
6, I. - Theglory of his profellion, ;and good of: his people; far: 
preponderated: all fleſhly perfwafſions. 'Though cur Saviour-did 
prudently decline herecofore tangle polztick Engines, whereby ahe 
_ Fha- 


Queſt.7. * *Flight when priſoners. Prop. 7. 81 
" hariſeec did ſk to enfnare and apprehend him; Yet, when bv: 
hou was come, wherein he mighe beſt gloritic his Father , and 
o've zh Example of enduring 10 his Faithful, he went not any 
more {:om, but wewt forrh tothe Officers who came to make him 
their priſoner, 'and*cOnfulfed . nothing. To» much as to kill him, 
= Fo ; : S434 $8 X'% has ; 5 2 z* X f : 
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. - Queſt | Whether we way lewfally ff e when comminted to 
priſon , or ſeiJed on by the Magiſtrate , and i9 
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Theugh you may lawfully quit your ſelves from' the ſeizure 
of private men, and { withour one laſh from Conſtience') you 
may break from'-therr cuftodyand pr; ſons, enEfyou have pro- 
miſed to thecontravy; which yowhult »bes Feep; chongh'to your 
oh prejudice: Pſat.115. 4. *Andithoushyeurns ' earefully pre- 
228 the ſeiXyre of the publick- Magiſtrate by" att ſich means as 
:do:confitt with juſtice, charity; and piety + Yer, when you are- 
once ſeiF4lf. byrhisOtfeors yiand! according to his order," or caſt 
into the Priſon-houſes ; now 4// ways of A ghe are ſhur up.againſt 
you. You may not. now wicnch ar flie off , no.not in.any-wile, 

REELS OW WIPE, 

(1) This would ber7dy the Bamor of Chriſt, and of your Cauſe: 
in and for Chriſt , to the ſcorn and joyes of his and your encmics, 
- androuht (hameandeticfolifivand your friends, 

(2): This-will be:4 breac& upon the 0r4inarce of Chriſt, for ſich 
is Magiſtracy,and your obeCtence and ſ#b-iſ5ion is requited there- 
- unto, thaugh you ſuffer; onefully, x PW 3 13038, 

7 (33):'This were&to brit fromthe office whereunto you arc yaw 
calted'df Ehriſt;whichis ro ſuffer patiently; ibid ver. 20,21, * 

(4) This weret0'614 deffance ro the holy Example of Chrif 
himſelf ,: whoſe ſteps you- ſhould follow , as alſo of his ſervanes, 


- whole examples you ſhouldimirare, wherein they imitated Chrif, 
/E Peri2.21,/1 Cor. 11, ", i. 


Theſs: 


$2 Prop. 7. What degree of Confeſsion due, Queſt.7, 
Theſe never did ſo muchas «tremps ancſcape our of the. Magi- 
trates'power ; or priſons when they might, and caſily could 
have atrainedit, without the miſſion of an Angel, or the diſniſ- 
fion of the Magiſtrate, or ſome Commiſſion from God, Mas. 26. 
32,53. Ats5.19. 8 12,7. & 16. 37,29, 37,39. 

(5). This would befpeak our #abelzef of all thepremilſes and en- 
ſurances we have from Chriſt, in prevention of our fears and vex- 
ing cares, when apprehended by and arraigned before Civil Ma- 

ſtrates, for his Names ſake, Luke12.11,i2. Math. 10. 19. 20. 


ark 13.18. MOTTO” | 
GO In brief this bears 4 diret# oppoſitientoall thoſe ends where- 
by we are obliged, and ſhould be ordered in the caſe of Confeſſion, 
as hath been premoniſhed. 4, | 1 
Conclsj, 2. By what openneſs or obſcrvednels of Confeſſion 
you, may belt obtain thoſe ends, you arc obliged: to that degree of 
 Openneſ ;andobſcivednes. . Fortheexd doth nar onely.dire&us 
Any of the means we thould uſc, but in the quextiry like- 
wife, As the Mercbamt is directed by his endia the voyage, both - 
as 10 what merchandize he ſhould load his Velſel with, and towhar 
; meaſure, or with how much be ſhopld load theſame alſo. 


_ Queſt. Towhat degree of explicit Confeſsion are webound in 
- _ the times, whereupon we are now caſt ? | 

= w#: KO Y bY 239 Mr 415 | 

"© Thotgh there be no man diſcharged from the moſt open:confeſ= 

fion of Chriſt , by avy calamity whaz(oryer, that ts therefore 

impending over him (upon pretences of the perils he ſhall run, or 

that prudence ſhould reſtrain;him (where theſe ends will be oper- 


Jy obtained z { of which, we have - 53 nee tr; -befores and 
It more fully ſpeak inthe. Tench. Propoſition]; yer THembly 


- conceive, that as. the circamffances. vary, according to the wricty 
of places wherein, and of perſons. among whom we haye tqooh- 
veiſe.,, and therewith to.confeſs Chriſt s:/ So,:tke circumſtances 

varying, the Cafe or Confeſsion of Chriſty which is tobe "_ by 

| | them, 


Queſt. 7. What degree of confeſsion due, Prop. 7, *$3 
"theni, prohic & niinc, cannot but vary likewiſe 3s tohttrng the 
degrees of its openels or expliciteneſs. And therefore is I'dare not 
derermine all pe \ ins to the ſame degreeof open profeſſion, fonor | 
the ſame perſons inall places,or ro and among «ll people : but mult 
content my ſelf with this general aſsertion , whereof each.mans 
conſcience muſt mikea fairhfal and impartial application, accord- 
ing.to the circumſtances he is in. | | SPE 

Your confcſhon of Chiiſt muſt bear convenience to theſe ends, 
andthe circumſtances you are in and ſo be either more prblick 
or more-private, according as theſe ends ( the glory of God, the 
growth of his Goſpel and good of ſouls) may be thereby mott and 
beſt promored. (1) Prudence &irects it. Thi we proportion the 
m.eans:0theend, As the Phyſician doſeth þ& phy ſick to the capa- 
city'and circumſtances of his Patiext , arid your (clves proportion 
your food and exerciſes as may beſt recover, or retaincaſe and 
health: (2) Pety diftates ir.” Thar your ats of zeal for, and (er- 
yicero God be duly timed and of luef temper; which makes them 
like apples of gold in piftyres of ſilver, winle they are firted tothe 
ſcaſon,.and tre:d from finfu! excefſes and defefts,, Prov 25. 11, 
Ec. 7.16,17. (3) The piow havt dont ſo” The Frophets of old, 
* asalſo Chri#and his Apoſtles fince uſed different degrees of ex- 
plicireneſs in their preaching and profeſſion, according to the dif- 
ference of places and perſons in which, and among whom the 
were,' inthe ſame Nation , and as would beſt 'comport with theſe 
ends and the exigencies of the cimesand things. You haye Chriſt 
and his ſervants ſomerime uſing the reriremers of the wilderneſs, 
of an houſe, of an upper Chamber for preaching ; at-other.times 
they are found in theyillages, io the Citiss , in the freets,, in the 
Marker, in the Synagogue, in the Temple, So the Evangeliiisre- 
cord of bims,and 1 ike in the Ads of the Apoſtles rehearſes of thews. 
Paal tells'us that he had .preached beth publickly and from houſe to 
houſe, nor onely there, nor onely here, bur as opportunities were 
. offered, and rhe ends of his office might beobtained,fomerime pub- 
lickly, fomerime privately (eſpecially) t0 them which were of repu- 
tat jon left by any means he ſhon/drun,or had run in vein, A&.:0.20. 
Gal. 2.2. | M Hence 


Prop. 8. Matters of confeſsion,. Queſt. 7. | 
Hence then where, when, 'and among whom. theſe ends will be 
beſt effeRed, by the eminent expliciteneſs.ot your confefiion; you 
are debtors therein,and muſt diſcharge rhe ſame- You may nor pro- 
voke Chryi#, or prejudice your cenſcience, or his cauſe, by vucting 
him off with the worf# and weakeſt of your profeſſion , the torn, 
and the lame, and the fick, or what coſt: you nothing. Offer it now _. 
unto thy governor , will he be pleaſed with thee, or accept thy. per- 
ſon? And ſhould 1 accept ths at your hands? For lam a creat 
, King, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, and my name « dreadful amone the 

heathen, 1 Chr. 21.24. Mal: be 6,7,8,1314- | 
| bred 8.. Atwhar ume ſoever we-are engaged to an..opea 
confection of Chriſt,” weare eſpecially interefſcd ro confeſs t:gfe- 
matters of Chiiſt which are of moſt poxderous conſideration , 2s 
alſo thoſe which-are moſt under preſest queſtion and contradi- 
Rtion.. © 1. The imporrance of ſuch matters. . 2. The intercſt of 
our Mediator. 3; The influence hereof as.a means to the afore- 
 faid ends doplainly engage. us to it. 4. As allo:the iterated pra- 
Rice of the holy CY poſtles and Prophets do exemplific it before 
us, (1) Matters of moſt ponderous conflderation. Thopgh there 
be.noihing ſme in Religion.in.2 ſimple and abſolute confideratios, 
35 being revealed and required by ,. and\ referring us to the great: 
God, yet ina ſenſe comparatively , there are ſome truths of a 
greater and higher , others of a leſſer and lower momecnr. if the 
matter and next end be conſidered. And. you. may:not. without 
Pheriſaical and horrid hypocriſic, in-order to Mizt and {nic 
and Cammin ( matters of inferior worth). omit the weightier 
matters of the Law, Fndgement, Mercy and Faith, Theſe things 
ought ye ts have done , and not to leave the other undone, Vit 2 3. 
23. Luke 11.42. Thedotrine which # acroraing to godlineſs,thar 
which rends moſt ta godly edifying. The great moments of Eter- 
nity, repentance teward God; and faith toward our Lord Feſus 
Chri#t , the faith and love which & in Chri#t 7 eſ#s ſhould be the 
ontly ordinary matter of our ſpiritual and zealous conteſt, .1 Tims, 
T. 3,4. & 6.3, 4. As 20,21. 2Tim,1.13. 2. Matters under 
moſt preſent queſtion aud contradidtion ſhould be the ſ»bjec# OR 
| preſenx 


Queſt. 7. Matters of confeſtion. Prop. 8. 85 
preſent confeſſions, ſuitable e, the zmportance of ſuch matters» 
and the influence they have upon the manners' and minds of men. 


1. Charity to ſouls calleth for this from us, that they may be anti- - 


dated and tenced againſt the ſpreading gangrene and contagion 
of the times, or awakened and delivered there from, F4. 5. 19,20. 
2. The cauſe and credit of onr Saviour calleth for it, in owning his 
- truth 2nd oppoſing error and ungodlineſs to the teeth of enemies, 
Rev,242,3:13- 3. Theconventency hereof to the ſeaſon may quic- 
ken us , whercby our confeſſions. become both more beauteful in 
ihemfelves, and more beneficial to ſouls, Ecl.3.1,11. Prove25.11. 
4. And this is the Copy which the Saints have left us. + Let me 
oftcr a few inſtances, | | 
Ii. In matiers of faith How do the Apoſtles and Brethren all 
along moſt juſtifie,8 moſt infiſt upon what was of preſent.inſtance, 
and impugned by the enemies. [Againſt the ſtubborn Fews how 
open,and often ate their aſſertions and argumentations !that he was 
rhe real and alone Chriſt or Meſſiah, That he roſe again, That by 
him alone is redemprion; That he is the end of the Law for righte- 
ouſneſs,&c, Againſt the Pſexdo-Chriſtians, how proper,prefling, 
particular are they ! Againſt the herelics of Ebionand Cerimhas, 
how articulate,argumentive, affcionare is Foh»'in his Goſpel,and 
in his Epif les ! Paul nips every crror in the bud or bloſſom z no 
ſooner doth it prep #p, but he preacheth it down, inthe Ads andin 
tis Epiſtles, They ſtill proportioned: the medicine to the malady, 
and ſpread the playfter of profeſſion according roxche pars, or pe- | 
t4ents which they had ineure. No ſooner were truths queſtioned 
by othz1s, but they were confeſſed ; confirmed by them; and 
the others. confuted, Galatians 2.4, 5: As 15.1, 2,6, 7,06 
Revelations 2,2 &@0 lot 10 172 $02 07 1 
. 2. In matters of Worſhip. The holy Confefſors -both of the 
Old and New Teſtament; did proportion their :Zeal-herein ro- 
the preſent ſeaſon,--and pollurions ther ſend, We find the'Con- 
feſlours of the' 01d Teſtament ſtill crying. down ,- and as'farre as 
concerned them intheir ſeveral capacities (both Princes, Prieſts, 
Prophets a: d people) caſting ont, or keeping” off all kiimane _— 
Dy M 2 an 


$6 Prop.'$. .MHtitrs of (onfe(550n; Queſt 7, 
and.javentions in and for. Gods woflhip, Nam: 15. 39..Pſal.196. 
39; 1 Kings 12 33: with 13.1,67. All:depravings and immixing 
with Gods inſtixuced worth'p, rogether withthe edvices. andicom- 
mands thereof; approbations of and concurrencethereunto. Wirt- 
neſs the Hiſtories of HeJekiahs,Foaſhand F ofiahs times and o;hers, 
2s vel is the Writings of the Prophets, Deut. 13. 6,7,8. Hoſts, 
Malachi Jeremie, Iſaiah, EJekiet, &c. Thus alſo doth Chrift kim- 


| (Gif; and the ſacred Confeilorsof the Nem Teſtament witneſs 4-- 


lod ro the ſpiritnalneſs, ſtriitneſs , pawer, purity,” and fo: the pre- 
ſemuing of Go1s worſhip mhole, holy andincorrupted, job, 4.2 3,24. 
2:Cor.. 11.3, 1 Cor. 14.x,86c, And againſt the ſuperſtitions and 
ſuper-inducements of men n, and uponit, whether it bz by 1144;- 
tion from others, with the pretexts of 4whority and Antiquity, 
Ads 17.22, Mar.7, 7,8;9. Mat. 15.9, 1 Pet. 1.18. orwhether ta- 
kenupby ment#hemſelnts, or inconformity tothe ſenſe and cam- 
mandments of others, upon pretences, of decency, inoffenſivencſs, 
or bumility,Col.2. 18 20,22,:2. Gal.2 12,13. 14. And whereas. 
for anticipating and allaying: rhe hatred: of, and their af fliZtion: by 
the: 7ews, there were that.pleaded: for and almitted the abrogated. 


Geremaentes of the.law. How loud darh the Apoſtle teſt. fe againtk Þ- - 


them; avbrggerly claments , andc1llethyupon Chriſtiansto ſtead 4 


faſt intheir leþerty wherewzth Chriff. hath made them free, and ithas  Þ} 
they, be. nat intang ledugain with the yohe of bandege, Jahis Eyi> }F 


fees tothe Gelariamss andtp:the: Hebrews, Te: 
3. 1n matters of indifferency.:- When Chriftians would: confine. 
anechic ather to:theirown.mindeand-meaſure_; and did'contemn 
and:condemn qn8che ath& concerning the uſe and diſuſe of chemy 
Ehe 4pofte doth nowinſert what concernstheſe into his reftime- 
»7.to the truths of Jeſus. 4ſſerting the l:berty.of. Chriſtians.inthar 
caſe, andiadviling th: hmittheir practice 'withinchejuſt.confines of. 
ivoffenbxteneſs; Theithe ſfirong do not #wpeſe upon the:weak, nor! 
the-wexr injunobſly cenſurache:firong :; which hepreſſerh by ſeve- 
ml argamernts, Rom:'C: iy: i$, 1Cor: 8; which: relate:unto; 
Chyiitthe-Lore), a5 well as rhedibgrity of Chrifpyans, Thr 4poftle; 
doth not compoſe thi contrever fie by. impoſing: theſe indifferencies 
and: 


Queſt.7. Evilsby confeſsionte be healed, Prop. g. $7 
and inſtruting them that(in this caſe)zhey became neceſſary, Rome 
had not then learnt any ſuch dof7rines, or others from Rome. The 
charity of Confeſſors, and verities confeſſed did then plainly run 
in 4»other channel. K. 

/rop, 9. At what time ſoever we are engaged to: this open con- | 
feſon of Chriſt , we ſhould eſpecially endeavour the healing of 
thoſe evils which either cloxd , or ate contrary hereunto amongſt 
Chriſtians, The 2atere/#ot Chriſt requireth it, the edification of. 
Chriſtians, the emizency of confeſhon , with-the 1eſpett to the e- 
merging circumſtances, and the ca#5 alfa-to be contravened by 
our conteſlton, -1n ſhort then; (1), Do we foreſee an approaching. 
careleſneſs, the more ſhould we:quicken'them by. our lives and lips 
to an holy. care and heedful circumſpeRion.. That they take heed 
and look diligently, leſt there be in any of them 4 root of bitter- 
eſs or unbelizf , that ſhould ſpring up to thedefplement of them- 
ſelues , or tothetr departure from the l1wing God, Heb, 3.13, and 
'I2-15. (2) Do wetinde an 4poſtatiFing trom-,. or caſting off of 
their holy proteſſton.? we thould reftore them inthe ſpirit of meck- 
eſs, though wich a 4;fferexce of expreſſion, to different perſons, 
and.in diffcrent circum{tances We ſhould remember ſuch, -ow 
they hawe-born aud had patience-,. and rouze- themiupont of their 
ſpiritual oſcuaacy & ſup.neſs, to the doing of their firſt morks, Gals. 
6:1,-Jude 22,23. Rev:2.2.to 5. (3) Ordo we fcel'an-abatemevt 
" andcoldaefs through the hazards and calamities ofthe tines? We 
ſhould the-more conſider: onc-ayothey-, to-provekt ts leveand goud 
works; and fo hold faſt the profeſsion of our” faith without waver= 
ivg; Andwith Peter in like times, ſtir ap their pure minds in way' 
of remembrance, Heb. 10.23,24,25» 2:Per. 1.1:3- 8-3, I.; (4) Are: 
they framing.«pologres-and ſewing tg-leaves rogether for cover- 
ing of. any or:all this * We ſhould remoye'the coverivgs; and with 
our- Savior repreſcae-the-eauſe,.and what-will be the conſzqutnct of 
ſuch-fear, ſhame and lilence., Math, 30; 33. Luke 9.26 &12:.9.. 
And may reaſon herein with them as conceras their ſafery and du. 
ty, and their ſinand.danger., #S-Merdeced- doth with Bfgher in the 
like exigence,,Efth,q:1 3,14. vu SET 


Prop. 


88 Prop.10. Confeſsion notwithſtanding calamities, Queſt.7, 
Propoſ. 10. No corruptions, no calamities whatſocyer , whe- 
ther imminent or inflicted, can diſcharge us from the Debt of 
that kinde or degree of politive and open Confeffion , by which 
the glory of God inthe good of ſouls, and Goſpel of his Son will 
be beſt promoted, Enough may: ſeem to have been; premiſcd 
already in proof of, and perfiyation hereunto. Þ See eſpecially 
Propoficion 6 and 7, ] Yet becauſe ſuch Doctrines will hardly 
down with Feſh and blood, which will divertand draw back, 1 will 
ſubjoyn ſomething more. | | 

(1) Lerthe confider ation of the end move you, Is the glory of 
Godthink you., your npmoſt exd, 'or 3v ? It not, Be aſtoniſhed 
Oye Heavens at this , and be horribly afraid, be ye viry deſolate 
ſaith the Lord, upon this caſe, Fer. 2, 12. 1/4. 1. 2. Mic. 6.1,2.3, 
Thar the whole Creation, the very dumb and inanimare creatures 
ſhould declare bis glory, and in conformity to his unbounded go- 
verament, .and-forthe good of the{Jniverſe, ſhould deny their 
being , their motion; that light bodies contrary to their nature, 
ſhould move downward; and heavy bodies contrary to their na- 
ture, ſhould move #pward io preſervethe Compages of things to- 
gether : That the S#x ſhould ſtand till and go back at his beck, 
and for mans benefit; And that mar whom God hath inveſted 
with an internal principle of knowledge and conſcience, toimprove 
all means and motives to theſe kigh and noble ends, that waz on 
whom God hath imprinted the ſpectal marks of his love and 
likeneſs above all the Creatures , on this*fide-CA ngels, ro en- 
gage him in the purſuir of this end': That m4» wtiom God 
' hath ſo #ntereſſed in, and intrafted with his Glory by all the 
mercies of Creation, 'Conſervation, and in Chriſt, that he may 
mtend this end? Yea more that a Chri#ian, who by tha: 
Name profeſſeth to and beforc all the world. that he doth fir# 
ſeek the Kingdome of God an1 the righteouſneſs thereof, thar 
he is z0 longer hi own, butthc Lords : That he doth not live, 
nor may--dye t0 himſelf , but to the-Lord; Thathimſelf and all 
he hath-andiis, - is devored and delivered up to his fervice ! Thar 
a Chriſtians who hah the Scrip#eres'of. God , and Spirit -of 
go: God, 


Queſt. 7. Confeſsion notwithlanding calamittes. Prop; ro. 89 
God, bcfides the Servants of Gad, to inſticate and inſtrut 
himin, and ſo many Ordinances, of fices, ana Obligations to and 
from” Chriſt roengage him to this ends That a Chriſtian ſhould 
nor, a1rhis while, have intended the glory of God as his laff 
end and ſcopes Well may I fay., Hear 0 Heavens , 4nd give ear . 
O earth, Bur I' may nor thus dilate, Bur do youſiy that you 
have intended ,} and fitll 9 the Glory of God upmoſt ? Be ic 
ſoz and can-you decline that duty, becauſe of rhe danger thar 
attends.it., whereby his Glory in your and others good: will be 
viſibly turthered £ Will not men part: with exy., with a/ clfe 
thar is ſubordinate, rather'thanwirh that end which is their ſ#- 
pream ? Will nor the Mariner rather part with all his leading 
than with one life * How unworthy then are they of God; and 
of his Goſpel, whom a Farm, or Friend, or Father, or Wife, or 
Life, or any Frvition,or Relation whatſoever, thall-hold from their 
Daty to God and Godlineis, from a. Duty to hi Glory, and there- 
in to their own. felicity., as this. is manifeſtly © Luke 14 12, 34. 
Math. 10.37: i , 

(2) Ler the Conſtellation of Martyrs excite you. Did 
rhey bogglear th.s Duty becuuſe ir would bring danger ,” when 
their Conteffion would 'g.ve God" theglory 4+ No Dungeon; ne 
Den, no Diſtreſs, noStones, no Straights, no Fire, no Farnace, 
no Bonds, ror Bariſhment, nor bloody. Tortures- did er--could 
move them from tha Nury, when they ſaw a manifeſt door 
of- hope- open, that they ſhould adminifter to o:hers good: ard 
ro Godsglory, Recalthe many #nftazces T have given you, and 
read over that Martyrology, Heb. 11. Tell me, was not the Con- 
feflion of: Chriſt their D#ty, in the Caſes-before them , not- 
withſtanding the arduous difficulties and calamities did viſt- 
bly enough attend-it + Doubileſs ir was their D#ty; for we ſhould: 
call them- rather: Mad-mex than  Maytyrs-, that would e- poſe 
themſelves ro ſuch extremities for but a matter arbitrary, If 

it were their Duty to confeſs Chriſt in ſuch extremities for 
 ferving thisend, how got you 4 diſpenſation ? Should you not be 
followers of them, and takethem for an example of profeſsion, and” 


go Prop, 19, Confeſsion netwithſlandingralamities, Queſt.7, 
of patience, Heb. 6.12, Fam, 5.10, i1, Sccing then youarecom- + 
paſſed about with ſogreet 4clondof Witneſſes , (or Martyrs) ſee 
that you run with patience the race that is ſet before you, looking 
#310 Jeſus, Heb.12-1,2,3. 
(3) Let thecommand of your Maſter engage you, Need Ipive 
you the many expreſs and iterated commands of Chriſt again ro 
this purpoſe ? - I muſt remit you to what hath been ſaid already. 
Is publick conteflion of Chriſt-and his concerns a plain command, 
as hath been inſtancedonce andagain £ Remember you may not 
looſe where Chrift hath bowndyon. From: what he hath made du- 
iy, who,or what can diſcharge:you? He hath not made the terms 
_ of yourdiſcharge fromit at any time tobe the extremity of your 
ſuffering ; for he hath often warzed you of this , and armed you 
forthis:; but in that theſe exds will not thereby be ſecared,bur ſhip- 
wprackt rather, as you baye ſecnalready propoſe. 6 and.7. | 
(4) Let the competition of intereffs beattended by you . 1 .-Be- 
tiveen whom'is it * Between God and man; the Creator andiie 
creature; your felves and your Savior, Whether they muſt cow 
loſe thejr honer , and year obedience by the ſuſpenſion and ſecrecy 
of yourconfeſhon 2 Or you muſt loſe your hopes of eaſe, ho- 
nor,&c. by the plaineſs and publickneſs of your confeſſion 2 Not 
onely Chriſtianity, bur the whole Creation will come in and plead 
againſt yon, and for himiin this caſe, Pſal. 19.1,2,c. Rom, 1,20, 
21, 2, Between whatis the Competition 2 Let the matter, mc- 
tives,main-ſpring 6 ſcope be confidered;-Is itnot between ſpiraru- 
als, yea eternals and your temporals ? Whether they muſt nor be 
foregone (at leaſt) forbors rather than theſe forſaken? Andif the 
moments of Salvat:oa and your immortal Souls be of no more 
worth: than this momentary eaſe and cnjoyments , then fareweli 
confeſion,*conſcience, andthe Kingdom of grace and glory-alſo. 
Is it not between'a [pr of faith and ſound leve on the one hand, 
-and a ſpirit. of fear and ſelf-love onthe other 2 Whether they 
wult not fir down infilence for the ſake of theſe, and theſe Reer, 
Sway and (uperfede them s Whether the fleſh mult not, onely op- 
\poſc 4, but overromethe ſpirit,: and che ſpirit. be ordered and aver- 
No 6, | | : b ors 


"Queſt. 7. _.,0pex confeſsi0n conſiſts with pruaence, Propio, g1 
born by.the fleſh ?- If this muſt. be gramted\, tell us no mare of 
godlinels. : Is it not between Gods glory , and ſelf-ſefety © Whe- 
ther that muſt nor be ſubordinated unto this', and this be ſecured 
- and ſought, beyand.and aboye that. Whether (fiace one muſt 

loſe and.part with ſomething,) God ſhould not rather loſe his pre- 
ſent Fovernment and'glory, then thou ſhouldſt part with thy pre- 
ſent life and liberty *: To this iſſue it runs, and if thou art thus 
reſolved, I muſt call theeno more a man, . bur a 10nfter, but a de. 
vil, that wouldſt ſtoop and bend heaven to; earth, and ſet man 
above his Maker,, and as if. this were not madneſs enough, (inter- 
pretativelyandincffc).to deny thyſelf bercin , ro be a (reature, 
rhou makeſt thy Creater beneath the Creature, Oh horrid and 
helliſh blafpaemy ! D” | 


Queſt. " Whether it be conſiſtent wit h-prudence, that we con- 
feſs Chriſt,eſpecially ſo publiquely, when it will con- 


clude us nnder perſecution ?.  * 


Though Carnal policy. (which-the world'oft calls prudence, but 
God counts fooliſhneſs ) will cafily indulge the negle&of: duty, 
when it will evidenily-inferdanger? And though Moral prudence, 
meerly fuch , doth-nox; {#bgrdinete ſelf-ends_ to gur.Saviors intc- 
reſs, and ſo fteers by. its.own compaſs in theſe ſignal concern-. 
ments - And though- both theſe ſerve. :hemſelues.upon Chriſt 
and religion in men. who. ſhould deny themſelves. .tor ferving . 
him and ſecuring it :. Yet, Chriſtian prudence, which & firſt pure, 
then peaceable,, willflce:no, duty ,, ro forefigl aganger. rs bufi- 
neſs is tofear the Lord, and forſake the evil, toadtalin {roneage, 
and to do. bis. Commandments ,- Tfaiah 3. 17-: Proverbs 13. 16. 
Pſalm 111.10. Behold , the fear of the Lord, that #s wiſdom, 
and to depart from evil is unaerſtending. . This, this.is the true 

wiſders, with God and. befgre man ,, to keep bis, commendments 


de 


. 


ercof canfcfſion', :aper.confefiion.s one;)' This &: 


and dothem (wh 


. 
JT. *—_ 


your. miſaom. and your. underſtanding in the-ſieht of the nations. 


whkich 


93 "Prop. 10. Open confeſrion confiſts with pradence. Qu 7. 
which fbell hear al vhefe Staemies, nd ſay ,- Surely this great Na- 
wor pref ned fend e people ER 28. 28: \Deur. 4 6. 
*Tis rrue, the prodent was by hr up and concealeth Fnowledee, 
from 2 fooliſh Ioquacity apd vain oftentation ar a{ times ; and 
when ir will not turther, but obviate his end ar any time, Pro- 
verbs 10. 14, & 12. 23, But when his end will be obviexfly ob- 
14ined by it., the heart of the wife teecheth his month , andad- 
deth learning to bu lips, bu g tn. + knowledge, and drop a 
the Honty comb, Beuſerh bis kn ledge might and now he pos- 
reth out what he had kept in tilt afterward, Proverbs 16.23. and 
15.2,7. and29. 11, Bur more ftrialy; Let rhe Maſters, the 
_— and Mirronrs of Prudence be confulced with uponct-e 
aſe, | | 
(2) Let the Maſters of prudence be conſulted. That is with 
them the bef# pradence,, which pitcheth on and determineth you 
to the beſt end. and picketh. out and direRs you to rhe beſt 
meanes, and prompts'or diſcoyereth the beſt mannagemenc of 
all circumſtances to the obtaining of this end, by the uſe of theſe 
meanes. Even the creatures without , and natural conſcience 
within wilt tefl you, thar the glorifying and enjoyment. of God 
is the beft- end. Scriptures 20d; enlightned Conſcience will tell 
yor, rhtzr the Confeſſion of Chiiſt & a wears in order to this 
end; and thar the beft Conftflion-(whictiis the moſt explicite, 
when this end may be 'thercby obtained) is the beſt means of 
this ſort orkinde, Philippians 2.11. Ads 21. 19, 20. And that 
the: beſi. mannagement of Cireumſtanees'is that which beſt con- 
duceth to, and\whereby you. may beſt come: ro (not inferiouy 
ends,” but )- bu-which isthe. higheſt end, Galatians 1, 23, 24. 
1 Peftr &' x: RE :3QET! . '* = +2 It : ; , 
(2) Lis the Maximes of prodence be confidered. I (hall men- 
tion three.” ones Fl 
r. That weemicipate the greateſt epil; Ter Conſcience ſpeak, 
whether fr of ſaffering;; the forbearance of duty, or filling inty: 
danger, be the greateſf evil? Heb.'rr. 25.'Job 36,22, Thepru- 
dent man foreſeeththeevil, and hideth himſelf, Pro.22 3.8 27. = | 


\ 


_ ſperous:Out 


Pe. Open Slates nnkifec wah Seats. Peop, 20; 93 
Beit underſtood of the ew of ſuffering... Bur', whatevilof fu- 
fering is ſo great , as.the loſk of heaven, of the ſoul, of the life 
etcrnal 2: Lake 13. 28, Merh.46. 26, which is the ordinaryceR 
of norconfefling Chriſt, Meth. 10. 33. Lokt 9. 245.2 5426. The 


' loſſes of earth, of cſtates, of liberties, of life nxtural is nor £0 be 


compared with that loſs, and yer do you in fear of this loſs forbear 
your Confeflion : 

2. "That we aſſare_ the greeted good : Again, Lee Conſcience 

ſpcak, whether the crown of glory, communian with God , Chriſt, 

comforts of his Goſpel before us, and of his grace to and in 

us, which will conſequence your confeflion of Chrilt, 2 Tim. 4.8. 


. Math, 10,32. Luke 13. 8. be nota greater good in themſelves, 


and:to your ſouls, thanthe goods,grandure and glittering profiles, 
leaſures, and preferments , mhicht- :keep i from "the con-- 
on of Chriſt. And yet will not you pro fs bi, becauſe you 
IIs the ſafeſt comſe , aud of fleedirſt xd 
3; : That we 44vcer te the ſafe courſe, au U 0n- 
geſt. conſequence... .Ferlet Conſcience ſpeak; Whether you ſhould 
in prudence sun the: hazards of. eternity, rather than of ##2:2f7 of 
ws life and liberty that per5ſbeth, rather than of that which exd«-. 
reth ? Whether ir be not: far the ſafer courſe to ſecure the mein of 
Chriſtiagizy,and of yourcomforts in the preſcnte of Cheiſt, peacs | 
of Conſcience, &'c«. which is done- by-perſevcring [in your-con- | 
feflion't - Row. 10.9, 10,--2 Tim, 2.12. Rev. 3,5,8,90. thento 


- ſecure the meer acceſſaries thereof, ( of which the mf of men 


have ofteatt rononthgmgt) it dhgeaog TO ——_ 
enjoyjments that" may.be acquized: by ſfuchpoli- 
tick-compliances and .concecalmenits:*! In:ſbort,: os (elves 
the. F#4ges., wherhir ic'be:the ſafeſt; £0 ſecure the words 
; gs and therewith jo: mucit of #5&-alſd, as will beſt far- 
her our: main-fclicity; -apd-Qur; Maſters: - which-is:done 
by ofa. Confeſſions. 'Orto ſave abin.workd with cho ifs 
me and perhaps ob thuralla., hich & the dreadful ilfor of 
moropicing _ . <abefoyiogy _ Fn 35+ WMar- 

Mem hos. _ —_ 


BAvt? ky N 2 ; | (3) Ler 


94 Prop. 10. openconfeſcia#tanfifte with pradence. Queſt.7;" 


GG) Lerthe mirrours of pradence be conſulted, Chiiſt himſelf, 
or his choiceſtſervants. . 1» Chriff were hid (all the _— of* 
wiſdom and knowledge::' He is the mighty Councellour,  Col.2.3; 
- Ifaiah 9.56. :And lo whit himfelf did 3+ and how he hath &refZed 
his Servants. -- Oh ! How: his profeſſton grew to greater degrees- 
of - expliciteneſs , - as: the obtaining of rheſe ends grew more ob- 
vious ! And how plain and ful was that laſt profeſſion of his,” 
which: was-in his greateſt: perils, and to the face of his greateſt 
we; es [John 19. 330-39. 1 Timorhy'6. 13.] Tistrue, 
e hath direQed his ſervants, to be «s wiſe a5 Serpents , inthe 

cenfeſſton of himſelf : Bucnot with a Machlavilian policy , bur 
with an. harmleſs Dove-liky innotency. And that this wiſdom in 
Confeſſion; which he calls for; is plainly conſiſtent with the great - 
e/t publiqneneſs thereof; 3n the open light and upon the hauſe-tops -- 
and with the greateſt perils thereupon; .in-point of lively-hood, 
liberty. and life ir ſelf , from offended rulers; from open rage'and” 
houlhokd*relarions 4 is abundantly legible 'by*every'one , thac 
will look intothar chipter, Martbew to. 5; «4 finer) Let the Co- 
pes of his Saints be conſulred alſo. Ordinarily the wore eminent 
they were for prudence , the more explicite, they were in their 
profeſſion, under extremeft petils ; when: theſe ends would 'be* 
thereby! promoted; - Moſes; exchanges revow#'and robes for * 
reproaches and poverty > and quits:bis Soyor inthe kingdom and 
his hopes to the*Crownof. Egypt; -rather.thenhewilt quit the for- 
- mer,and tharhe tnay-cometo a furrher expliciteneſs of Confeſſion, - 
Yet was he not-only educaredin aft che learning df the Beypiians; 
but one of extraordinary:inſpiration by,andinrercourſe with/God;, 
and' beyond: tlie, infuing Prophers., -Brbrewr 1, 24-28: with 
Als 75.92 . Deweronomy 34-10. Daniel wilknochidehis fewily- 
deties, when. it beſt. firs theſe defignes,, though he ſhall thereby 
fall into. the ZignnNew:>|Ybt waphe ametd:i of -antewerbewr ſp;- 


_ 


rit, knowledge; and-underftanting;, arid i> whom w 4149 ſpirit if 
rhe haly Gods} (Daniel 6020; withichapter5; 72.4; 85% How 0- 
2;/:inchetiopen ingtion., ty 


p= was Stephens C | _ 
is perſon, and profeflion ! 457, Yer was he ns" 
Ws ath, 


Queſt.8: Meants of Confeſion, Prop. 19. - .. 93. 
faith , and power , and of 1hat wiſdom, which none were able to. 
reſſt, chaprer6. 8,10: 'Paxl is a famous. inſtance of -all the-parts. 
and publicknels. of ptofeſsion , in tlic, midſt of rhe greateſt per- 
ſecutions. Mg \ ade 07 Were 
Yer 25 no bonds, or bloodineſs of the perfecutors,..or beſeech-. 
ings of the people , .upontthe cyidence. of fiis perils could move: | 
him, As 20 23,24. & 21, 11,12, 13,14. SO, waSheaman of 
ſingular and ſurpaſsing learning, of ſpecial .and fignalpiudence. 
with man, and ſtrangely proſpered of God herein, . 4&s 26.44», 
1 Cor 3.10. | Gs _— 


” 


QUESTION. 8 
- How may and ſhould we confeſs Chrift* © 


His Queſtion comprebends both the” meenes how, and. 
whereby we »1y, and the manner how ,. or wherein we.muſt.,. 
confeſs Chriſt. 1 muſt ſpcakta both”, touching the meancs.,. and. 
manner. | uh Ea 
The meanes are either ſuch, whereby we may outmardly ai/- 
charge and execute this diity, or ke we plac) 66 inmardly if. 
poſed..and inabled ro this duty. Chriſt | 


"a 


ed al | is vocally confeſſed by 
the lips{in'our ſpeaking of kim to'orhers, and for him againſt:op- 
poſers, Chriſt is virtnally confeſfed by. the life; in. ſerving of 
him , _ ſticking ta him, ſhewing our ſelves with" his, as Ss is 
fuffering for hin. - All rhefe things haye bectt laſtanced in the for» 

© The meanesthen whereby we outwardly fullfil and execute this 
diy arethe members , more eminently the fongae or mouth, and 


.- . 


other inſtruments of ſpeech.” : 


if 039 Are Aran our members which are pou the earth, 
all inbrdinate affetton twil Concupiſcenct and coverapſneſs , which 
art 45 members of the body of ſin , and pur forth into 47, by the 
members of your ſinful bodies. Mortibe theſe 2 2$. you would 
ever have Chriſt 'to*Confelſs you'and live if you or you would 
EMA SOV | * | cyecr. 


= Prop. ” Meanes of. Confeſrion. Ws >. 49 
Ay. confefs him and live with him, Col. 3,5. with 1. Row. 8,11, 
' (21) Andfer your members be yie ded up. as ſervants i unto 
. ie regu ne 5 4 jour  refleemet, whoſe they arc by price and 
contra / ye, ſo thall others alſo glorifie God tor your profeſs 
ſubj hey - the Goſpel of Chriſt our Savior. - Rows. $, 1 ts. 


3 25. 2 Coy. 9. 
pt py het raph abode, ; 25 by: 2 faitfol performance 


a Nek that Ggd Dit pur upon man , #. the rn be 
"m4 5 e by Maker, Pllm 71.233, 24, and 39. I2, 


Tc dp not ory *. from Cafes feik Tal your own glory: 


F S's 


wwE£E- 2 > &4 


\ Ceaſe from ſelf, fel » {e olf-denid i is the « ole leneria the 4k 


no of Cn cfſion, thac rr puts. his das Fu 
[. Marks, 24. apes 

+ FRAD: i, 5 da (5) Fond NG wicks de 
ſelf 1. N, become .an0 to..man., and is 
acl as Fa and, dear, 964 71 ight us or 4.rigbt hand. nd, As 


2 Tim. 


ad you *Rould, confels, co, Salvation, you, mult, Cracifie fp. 


UMI 


Queſt. 7. | Meanerof Confefriv. Ptop: 9. | 97 


2 Timothy 2: 19. and Gelathions 6,14. and 5.74. ' (t.) Srends- 

lows ſins will nul your Confefriuu of Chiift before ofhers, who 

- will ratherbelieve ove «27702 of yours a aps Hiſt, - then ten «y- 
ene nwore” 


oments of yours for Chiift; and & mote bleſpheme your - 

ord Chtiſt and mw Confeffions becauſe of the looſmeſs of your 
converfations ,” Rowranes 2. 24. and 1 Fimnbys. 1. and ehilip- 
pians 3.18, 19. (2). Secret fins witleither wal yon a 7s the cog. 
feſst4n of our Savior, ſo thar Chrift will be” no'longer profeſſed 
ro by you, x Fen 2. 19. and Fade x9', or #oll Jour ifeſrien as 
to your own ſolvation, for thar Chrift at laff wilt profeſs ageinff 
you, Luke 13. 27. — ; Ns i On 

H. Youmuft decay worldly fl , felf wortdlineſs. Thelove of 
theworld will ſocncar our yout love to the word off 1 i and 
to Chriſt cheword, Whoſuevey wilt be afrievs of tht world, i the 
enemy of God, 1 Jolm 2 T5. and James 4. 4. As ever you would 
be thriving and pious confeſfors, take” Parts conrle , conſult not 
with fleſh and blood, either your own , or others; biit impicatately 
ſerabous the work of God, Galarhians r. 16, and Pfalm 119, 60. 
Deny your zel«tipns in the world. Do they draw yoy from 
Chrift:  Diffwade' you from Confeffion? 'Difcourageyon un- 
der, or as concerns the” Croſs Give rhem a deaf car atleaſt - 
Remembring', chongh you muſt /ove farher , mother, wite, chil- 
dren, brethren, <7. wel, Yer you muft love your ſouls, your 
Savior , and his ſerviceberrer, ot you are not worthy of Fitts nor 
will he own you, Luke x4. 26, 27, and Mather 10, 37,338. Nay, 
ſhould good ren diſfivade rfice inthis, fronthy diity to thy Savi- 
or, thonghoar of deamefs ro chy felt , anthro'(ecure thee from 

P 
fi 


danger; Yer ſhonldeſf thourefuſe their covneels, and Febmie their 
corrnptions', as ChrifFand'his'z 


| rifand bis .4 ou have dont inths litecaſe, 
when God would be: berter” gtotifled' by rHteic open'profeſſion ant 


| obvionſhels to perfecution,, Manhew 16, 22, 25. aid As 21. 
- 02,13. BHS-H 
(2.) Deny therepreſentations of the world : whateyer profits, 


pleafures, preferments, '&c. are rage hand, or are preſented 
to hope, Alas! What can any, or 


eſe dg for, ordeſaive 
fiom, 


EE. 6 ug 7 wy "ROE 


CRISS” © 


graref if confluence. of the creatures. *Sirs, theſe are the recks and 
* then. with overvaluing thoughts of theſe. poor and periſhing in: - If 


whereas he that, ſ#bordinates them to Chriſt ,, and will rather Dart 


manifeſtly diſappoint, an 


IJ. I Cor. 1. 19,20. | 
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-Qa.s. . Manes of Confeſſion.” - "99 
Ceaſe frail the dref#i9n; of ' (his  wiſdome in- Jepartire fra 
" Gol-word and from thy work TH it fuggeſt other Salvocs from - 
 - Gonfellion thefithe Scripture owns and contrenanceth, checkic 

" witha Ze notwiſe above what is written, be not wiſe in thy 011 £005» 

*8678;(2'Cor.4.6, Rem.12416;). If ir faith, Betver fin then n fuffer, 
-betre# turn hen burn, better to: difſemble, or deny, then die, 
*Frajn « point ini profeſſion, then ftarve in oe ; better truſt God 
' with my Soul in complying to the Wold, then' truſt men with 
- yfatcinconinulag' fairhful tohis word This thy way is thy 
: Vt i A iſnein damnatios finall ty, (Pfat: 49. t3 3.0 47- 

10,11, 3+ 

Sect.z, Secondly, 'Set your fouls roit; ingape Y, within, 
| andehis will iogage.chy ſpeech without; ſet » rs and this 
_ -willaeinteyour Foedoh,” The werdof Chet inyour heart, wil 
be at abwening re ſhut up in our bones, ou will be weary with: for- 
bearing, and cannes fill or {mother it ſo,” but it will'blezeforth, 

(Fer. 30,21,Dem.32.46,7er.20.9.) Oh, if your hearts were but 

ee and indilfing of gd 'maters within, 'they would 

boll 6veri rr og  lequaou pes without. You would 
| be ſro the things which concern tix King, an honoues 
: Would be pf the thin ready writers, (Pſalm a I.) ns 
: net then, your wills, and your affetions to this work.- 
(it- ) S; Ser pra. ragt ap tis work, Un- 


' which "Gor 'bach- Na to 
l tian ror enks and' conſcience hold the 
en hand; wi; BYes byand de- 


fly .axcordl et mee ey | 


"Tqopbtnotbu ouwl aleri your dry, and <iſcern your # 


209 Meanes of Confeſſun:: x .s 28 
- berty, and le 41e@edupon each cvergerry: hens this confedion 
will be of beſt; expediencie for the ed(/4inp, of your: Rrother.an 
. earth, 20d foxthe Slorifying of your Father n beaven.,. Ae: Cor, þ. 
bs la 2; wo 
8 "Secondly Lerthem aw arr ſeriouſly, Hearken, oh Javghter, and 
. confider :Thjs is che;Churghe;:call. from. Giſt ber Saviour, 
(Pſalm g5.10,) It you will aot confoder,. how ſhall. you confeſs.” 
Conſyeracion i isthe in-lefto., and.will. induce confeſſion and 
- continuance. ia-well.doing (. Hebr, 3+.1,12.2.) A mer (ball fear 
«xd fog declarethe works of Ged,; faith the. Plabmiits. Why: ſo ? 
For they ſball wiſely conſider of his doings, ( Plalm 64, 97 ); Know 
| thereforg this, day-in thy bearg., end gonſider in thy. heart, | What 
- an ebjed? is.now. betorcghee 3, what an office or obligation i As 
- npWw.upon thee? what ag. opportunity: is. now preſented. thee, * 
-anthy.pcril if;choupaſs them by,..ie would be worſe chen breityſ 
Ciſiagangicy,CHes!, 4.39-P(alm 50.22. Ifat't; Mbit: 4 t: 
Thirdly, Commune.with your ſelves.Self-communing is a read y 
ſtepto ſound confeſlipn. The want of that infers alſothe.wapr 
: of this, C20]. 7b 25: Fr, 54 23,24. Þ.'1+;. Then: be frequent in | 
| kelf refletibns_ Return 'oftes. upon.yaurown Gonſcicaces., as c- 
ver you wovid be ready to this. ones confelgon of Jeſus>.\ Say, 
What havs 1 done, and am now deine 2; Havel aflerted-the-Caulc, 
acknowledged che \FONFeAR tended. the confgſfion of my 
Lord. Jcſys.... or hay a hp "_ gone .dilſembled 5. ; &rc. 
. Reigember your famebold HPPLAT GP CES. for and, atteltations. $0 
 Chiift, and repert aud dot your. firit: works , '( Rey.' 25.349. ) 
Remember elſe your former bac krardueſs. and averſene(s and 
gQw xepair his. honour and yayr.homage', (1 Yarer 4. Þ> 34) » 
As loog as you will Bar re&e#,.and ſay, Wha have 1d 
1s. 0ever lleroBe 4,whatſocyer yaugiher.. {oy or. Jo(Fergs, 5, 
4 6.2.3 3.) 24 ,Be ren 17. Jet realonings. Ilo,; gdrgue out .thy 
own inward averſext {hs.. Why art ch ou (o 2 doway Why art 
thou ſo cald, Oh ny, Soul 2 \\Why,, ſo loths..: W b 0k {0 
Jlagge bebund £ - What, reaſonis there or AE: xeceſl 4 
DIY Redeemer , a0 who hopeſt to ox - ſuch CE p 


Y 


2: at . - 
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that 7 may keep my Rate £..e;c 


& 


2 ' 24 2 ARES 6 UNH? 
. . Fourthly.,c /oſe ſpxserely;or. you will never be upd Conteſſors 


” 
. 
7 


23.17,16,17, EN FEES = | 

. ..(z,) Setyourwil/s to this work, That our confeſſionsarec ſo 
SLAIN 15 uſually thzough the wills default, which hath che: 
auminea.over the outward. works and parts. A willing-heart 
willtnake a willing head, hand, mouth,--and members, '( #x04. 
35+ 21,22, 29, Pſalm go, 8.) And. indeed the welcome Con 
teflon, is the wllipg Cantell.on, ( Neb.,11, 2, Fudge, 5; 2, 1 Cor 


Pt, Set therefore the clection of yourwills aright, 7/. youre 
sbaicebe _totten your confeſſion, will newer-be right , but a goo - 
choice will infer a good confelſion, 1 have choſen the way of thy, 
reels (ſaith David. ). VVbughen 2. Thy judgements bave 1 laid 
before we, Thave ſuck unto1hy teſtimonies, 1 will run the wayes of 
"_— : O 2 CSE ; iby 


bin mw Uhnce , wdtnor oadly 
r& 8:34. "4 
: "Attend ends. 


© Ordittaty comver ſes <- \VVhat 1 
impe c your: courſe or intercept your Confeſfivns ; ee 
couifels and i intentiogsare npmoſt; and you raxy clearly ſo . 
thelc-ends' an open coufellion?The plare and power © t's 
, beftde the precedents of pious ones in ran I ack 
, np renee ane fe 
y,"See raniconre by 


Qu-8: Meantrof Confiſfon. IF * 
feeond Cauſes, But if lbersy be not enongh for his Lord Clirift, 
be hall rave his'#f6\atſo, ( Daziel'4o 17; 18, ders 216 234] 
Thils foutw// Filow God folly, with Caeb/yi whatever i cot, 
abdfo he findes the prowrfhd ref, (Numb; 14:14.) This Cons 
&ffor hath yo «nd he will perform it , hewill keep Gods igh> 
11003 jndevretits. Fram bc happens. His heart13-Jnvlined td per- 


hirftatn = Croquet $206; 1152) Bat 
| onthen and we | is holy courage and Kontneſefot 
thy. Saviour C rſt. . All peple will walk everyane inthe Namie | 


of his God;- (and ſhall the profeſſer of Chriſt warp ? Niy.,fuy you 
aſſo) wew#l lt in he Name of our Gd for over and ever, MSc: 
a4 $3 - 

(2.7 Set your affections to th is work; CHffeiancar emuch- 
AS 2. the of actiov, Thele you muſt i © moſt Fws- 
lyto God, and God. inquirethr after theſs 
whats hs ok: his, hears t0* 


and unto. Genes \CFale 26d: 'T, 57-7.) Ti true, fachs 

Hions as have ev/i/ rtheir objecs mult be h from Cheb 

ſuch us _ & oy 7 cect ruſt bequickoed toward og. 
0n 

Ki D 7 Kelp ofthe former from Chriſt glpecialiy ful he, 


aA Ber As you would endure the Croſs, upd 
wins nfeſlion ,"'you ou muſt defi the ſhame, T&br.. 
2; 2, Andindeedvothing bot ſv; vrogh , > he of 
ſhame ,- or io order-to fin, Others you : fee glorying in heir 
thartie, and will you be aſhamed of your glory Brethren, it is. 
no ftiameto ſpeak, G0, or ſuffer a1 «.Chriffien,. Tis rather a gs 
ry both: to your ſelves and Saviour, Roe pt ement we | 
nod, oonger 7 oro ety through him, and. 
Tefret9 08 - 50u,"-'( 1-Peter 4. ig 17 A185; - 

5 Le fins bu 'for-/in doth-, And Gali {og 
rf thett glorys ; but letnotthe. iow: Profeilor 


2, 


LY 


294 © Meine of Onſite. Qu.$3 
uno noe ef hes fm 
ory .$ 16 12L.0p | ſbg ar -:off $15:if 
ns Kivgs,10nd, nat: becgſharved (Phlmyg4s.:\7,is fhouts 
heypurrerneſhexpgordvionand hope, thain nothing 908 ſhallb+ 4- 
a. whatever.you abide for confcfſing, Chriſt in 3n «fflicted 
Qtinflected death,  (Phil..1,20, ) : Is nota glaried Chrifhe: 
ſhawes Po your in\Heaven *: And:Thall alliſed, Cliriſtions 
be: to,eall Chriſt +hcir5 upon Earth ,- farbs it}; Agiyoy 
wanld not have Chi tabraſhamed of. you, (Hebr,,ar.16; 
Mark $« 38.) Aretbeiperiet excrciles of. Chriſtianity. aud. in» 
jopwventot Guſt, the buſineſs. (and blefſedndſ; allo): qtcthe 
Clorifted ſpirits there? Certainly, they donot call for, or gauſe 
API nee nos. thou aber eforec aſhamed of . th & teſtipory 1h; 
Jars x, r of his cauſe, corof thy: cally near af ap 
Rach \theiechains, (2:Tim.1;$,12.6,).-. 
2 oy Aly, Keepolgnn feary.Fearoh fiefub wen: and of. fuſfer: 
ug; 5:45 A$syouwould nas ſhrengrben faith ,. ſuppreſe anvi- 
$4548 Avraning fears.,; which cauſe a; inarc, and contract a ftain 
| CauiE; 7; nels on the conſcience; ſpotlyourcon- 
[094 rveer ,onfeſfars ,.: (,1ſa;3, 43413: _ 
| og Cha therefore carchully. preveanrerb. pheſe- when) þ c 
preſſes 20 ( Luke 22, 3,--- 10Matth, w,.26, —34,) - 
»;Zx9th. is Copfiſers; of all others; have-leaſt. c4uſe of ineraiyate 
fears, whe havethe All-mighty preſence of God to keep theng, 
-F-Ve the abound rowiles of: Di TEEN ort.therw,. Hear 
91 1, 6208 Lam be, hu comforieth yn; Why ars:1boa; that 
hauldeft bt afraid of. 6 man the ſhall 5 anda 1 the Sop of may 
| Ulbe mcde 45,Graſs, and forgetteft1be Lord thy Maker + &0. 
be, oe; ie = tath,. be nos Blinded, for! am uy 
engthenthets. yeb-onill.belp 1htes- 966.1 will ngbo!s 
iy Righio hand of 3 riehevnchs JE 5s Hen 
acob,; evi Tacl, 1.6he Zard thy God will boldthy-#ight> 
han Iſa." 51. 228; «41. 19; LCL ay 40 ers then. 
wht propershanuel y turn theaig-upoe, fin- ec. 
"as wireol Garin But #gnd fort 4 inhe Fl 


4 


.Qu8 . Meads of Confe oflomg. 2395 
| quit you like men, © and Arive: together: forithd faith of the Gil, 
*{rCor,16:1 3. NONT-7) Be: not afraid of their t:3noprs, mer be 
"ardubled'y But [andtifie the Lord God in your Warts," ana ler him 
*Ce yon? fear av4d jour aread, *and ſy be 1on"ready alwayes "ti git” to 
+. C201) manthat aiketh, Jou,. 4 reaſtn, of the, hope that is iy 77h 
murkne(ſe and [car Being nu bing terrified by yaur adverſaries wtf 

is; 18. them: anevidentJakenf perdition, but toyau uf; ſalvation pd 
| that of God, 2-Pef,354.5- Phils: + -. 

1, » (#YQiicken angkeep'up ſuch affeQions: ashave good for thelr 
objece” efpccially fpirittal love, fs andjoy {LI 

5 Firf, Onickin aud keep "ap love. you Lo. 19 Chis \"how'ean 

. you be loath ro confeſs... Ny love, fetches in,. Jixe b ant F-fir4h 

- the: ahe \netio iour .mindc-and exteriour-wembers,. toapd for, 1s "be- 
he lawe ofeGnift {{aich Paul), conſtrains 1622" 440 

q _ jn, door lorry whole man together, andthergcinno 
getting 'ourfrom the holy frege and *coartution' of this thely 
love, Ns 5-t4:) Love unites thefftrength' of 'the ſoulwithis 


| »þ/f it ſelf, and upon ies object beloved,” andthe Aw ogE: 


. $ow.more. trecly, then'when, it. can. yehr and wnÞ fq fe | 
. .inahe. a and commendations of thi | 


T is Part ll 
How /ick was the: Spouleof /evero Chil! and therewith to 
: be declaring of diſcuſſing abour, and dilating upon: her dear- 


- eſt anid alfogerber lovely," *{Carv.s 8: 2dfinem -2.5;80) "Loveis 
© venturbbs, *vehemient, 'viRorions; and will atno hifi be'tither 
Ba od 6 'bribed our 6f, or frighred and beateb trom Chit, 
.,prany.of Seca” C6riftian love is an hidly Fire, that - 
| _— aetiched by noge;: bur, peak allthe waters of adv! ? 
.-andafflition that arecaft upon, ar.come gear-unta:it, | 
| 27h Civitiab-lapeacliaitevelfa abd&:makes.ehe: ditfculrics 
CEN ont none: 
[el ce) ac and: ids; Er DB, 
0 Col. 10: Did fads NEC m"but'a"/ow- dy tohimm 


- Ns;.393 * Hh . 
| y09k 1, CAN LED HRT 00 
-46;u5,-when ous reacts, a are. One. a ormpontd bas lara 
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\<206 Meanes of Conſeſyon. QueÞ, 
c 1692,t0. this. Jear Redeemer, \ (Contfc 1131.44 2.3566." 

. Secondly, ARuicken and keep upbope, The Ape? and APs of divine 
refer you all co Chrif, that he may be {lorified by you in the confeſ- 
py 564 of, bimz and you. may be glorified. with bim in his confeſſion ow 
| "oo wthe Objeiof our hope, (1Tim. 1-1," Phil. 1.30, Epb.t.t3. Tit.1. 

. Aﬀts 28.20.) Sits, this holy hope will atickor and ref your heatts 
i ths greateſt ſtormes you now forelte, or ſhall feel and find. While 

thoſe threaten. ſhipwrack tothe faichfal Confellors beneath s chis-hacth 
firme anchoridge within the veil above : ſothat, even then, you may have 
; confoletiorn,. through the power and patience of bope in our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chbri?, in the fight of God and our Fabio (Hebr. 6.18,19. 1 Thel. 13s) 
,GhriRians will you but caſt out this anchor, you may. ride ou the mott 
violence times and tempeſts, with anyugmoveable and unfhaken confi- 
dence, a8 Tob ahd David have done before you, (Job 19.13.—a9. Fſal. 
26. Z« od finem)' Sirs, this holy hope will aſſure and rejoyce your hearts, 
' nhd char in the greateſt firaits, that are or can come wpon'you for-con- 
« feſlingthi Natze of Jeſus. This hath Coribal and Celeftial waters in 
'is/handfor youg to revive you in every ſwoon, and ecfreſh you in e- 
. & ' Oh Chriſtians ! how way you rejoyce in bepr of - the Glory 
pi h andglory in tribulations alſo. (Rom.12.12, 5 2.—— 6.) No mar- 

-your , ralg are ſad, when your hopes are ſunk. * Quicken and 

th: theſe why often intoa& and i ord And think ic 


CA bake enbitters th 
Tow Seo) fo? oh; nayrne Komen arg, and 0 contra he have, 
-ahn focal upon him for-che ſakbofGiuiſt c:: 
Ac; bla Crown, and bleſfiech thet; happy: Providence chat.cafty 


- _comyelle counts bio worthy £2 
2 om fledwis pub joy Hs Pakl) rt I T5 Sn 
ation, {2 COr. 7.4.) at, po hs 


-Ofibglian yy Ot DCA I017 43 Node 
rt, upon increaſing difficult Count 4 joy, all joy, when youu fall 


into 


Qu/3 Meanes of Confeſfion. ro7 
Inte divers temprations.' Here is no. reaſon for ify retraQation 
wichout, or ot racking fears, griefs or cares within. ' Rejoyce ra« 
ther, in 4s much as ye are made partakers of Chrifts faſferings, that 
when his glory ſhall ve revialed, ye may be glad alſo, with exceeding 
Joy, (Jam. 1-2, iPct.4.13, © ww 
, SeA.3-Thirdly,berong in the ſpirit-The fleſh will pull you back, 
and at beſt profits nothing, 'Tis the ſpirit a/oxe, that can ſaviog- 
ly impqwer-and cnable you to a ſuirable and fincere Confeſſion 
| of Jetus Chriſt; No man can ſay that Feſus is the Lord but by the 
Holy Ghoſt, (Jo.6.63, 1C0r.,12,3.) Setnot aboetitthen in thine 
own firength, which is weakweſs > But be Hrong in che Lord, and 
is the power of his might. Alas! whatare all created ſtreams of 
rength, without the freſh ſupplies from the ſpring and foantars 
of it, God himſelf, (Zph.5.10. Pſal, 73.26.) Sollicis Heaven then, 
as well as frive whh thine own hears, chat thou may ft be frength- 
ned by Gods ſpirit inthe inner man, .Inthatthy ſtrength is ſo lictle, 
and the fervice is ſo great, ply eaven the harder,agd ferch down 
2 daily influx of divine help, Thou hadſt need be ftrengthned 
with all might according to his gloriouw power, unto all patience and 
long -ſufſerine with fol, Runcohim then inevery difficulty, 
repoſe thy ſelf upon him in every duty, Draw ſtrength from 
him thzechou'tnayeſt declare the ſufficiency that js in and with 
him. Bleſſed is the mar, O Lord, whoſe ſirewgthisinthee ! (Col. 

1,11, Ephig.r6, Plal 84.58) let mc eſpecially commend unta 
you the {pirit..of faith, of patience, and-the fpirit. of prayer. 
(1) Get and keep wp a /p7rit of faith, Oh the preciouſneſs and 
power of: faith ! which the faithful Profeſſor dorh better feel! 
then ſpeak of. Brethren, 4« ſfrong in faith, giving glory to God, 
25; Abraham was, and did,(Rom.4,20:) It was through the power 
-offaith, that pious Timothy and hole precious Confe/ſours, Hebr. 
21, profeſſed ſo good 4 Profeſſion 'before men, and of God, (1 Tim, 
6.1 2,Heb. y1.,throughout) Faich will engage God with you, and 
you tor God, (Fſal.$2-2.,2. 63:1.2, 8&c} As.cver you would hi- 
niſh your courſe then, and fulfil ycar capacity, calling, and 
Chriſtian Conleſfion.: Xeeprhe faith, (a Time 7,) Faith will 
 hald forththe ;Eanfeifion - He that beleeves in Chrift nd 
| P , the 


r08 Means of Confeſftn** Qu.9 
the heart, will be breathitis out hisktowledge dF Chriſt” by the 
mouth. I beltevedtherefere have 1 (ſpoken, faith David, We alſo 
belteve, and therefore ſpeak, faith Pant,” Let faith” but command 
your thoughts, and itwill ſaon carry your tongues after-ir,( Row: 
I0.10, 2C0r,4.13. Pſal-16.10-) Faith will hold faſt the Tonfeſ- 
fion alſo even where Satan dwtlls,  andwhen the. Saints are facri- 
ficed and ſlain, (Rev.2.13.). The grace of faith' willnot-let po 
the doarine of faith, whatever-comes of it, burcontinues the ſoul 
grounded, ſetled and immoved,; (2Tim. i-13- Col: 1-23.) Let the 
world oppoſe, faith wiltovercome, 'and bz'atlength too hard 
for alt adverſaties. This is the vittorythaf overcometh the world, 
evenonrfaith. (1 Tohn 5. 4,5-) Once more, Faith will uphold the 
Confeſſors, *Tis by faith they land and are cftablilhed : They 
are kept through faith, (1. Cor.11.20. Col.'27- '1Pe&t 1.5.) Bre- 
chren, kerp the faith and4t will keep'yow, if this ſtand you ſtand, and 
are ſafe ; if this fail youfall, and withourfaith you muff needs 
faintand ſwoon away. Look to your faith'then', be ſound inthe 
doarine of faith : be fincere in thegrace of faith. ' Here'is that 
muſt quenchtemptations, and keep you up* under tribulations. 
Tf you have not a ſound faith, you-will ſurely turn ApoRates, 
as Dewasand others did, ' ' | -- all; NO 13) OG >" 
(1) Keep up the 4675 of faith. A- aXe habit will not- preſerve 
uv. It-was by faith, as in act and exerciſe, -thar they did and 
ſuffered ſogreatthings;'!Heb-11, ' Tisfid) Se juſt fball Hive by bis 
faithCHab.2:4:) Oh! make alife ef it !! If this live, thou: ſhale 
live alſo. But- if this He dead; 'andin.the babitionly ; the Zabowrs 
of love, and patience of hope will be- dead-alfo, and if there 'br 
Profeſſicn lefr, twill' be-but as anoiſorn carcaſs inthe Noftrils 
of God, ifnotof manalſo. Atfaith-then; and toithe' utter- 
moſt, . An ARive faith-is of an'onſpeakable advantage-' See 
the eminent andenriching effes tHereof in thoſe excellent Con- 
feſſours 9.* What didthey do atid indure'?- or" rather . what did 
they not do and-cndure'7-through an: ative and acted: faith, 
Heb.1143 32+ ad finem) . L 14425 ef953 Cho 2G 
What 1s the evil, whereby: Satanor fidners world frightyou 
offfrom confeſling Chriſt © Faith in aRtcans ad will ſhow- you | 
| = 


Qu | Meantraf Confeſſion, TY) 


k greaterevil. They can ſhew you a priſon, a ſlakt,an halter,and 
other torments, But faith can ſhew you an hell, thew you Topher, 
ſhew you torments beyond eaſe, beyond pRdr2g of or end, 

.. What is the goed whereby they would fatter you from your 
Confeſſion 2 Faith can tell you of everle#ing treaſures, of eter- 
nal pleaſures, of endleſs peage and benndleſs joyes, that either eye 


' hath ſeen, nor care heard, ney heart conceive; Yea, and that affit- 


cons werk glory, light afflictions a weight of glory, afflitions for 
a 2m0r1ent an eternal glory ; yea, an exceeding, 4 more excecding, 
a far more excceding and eternal weighcof glory, (2 Cor. 4.17, 
ad finem) Stir up and firengthen faith then, and keep ir upon the 
wheel of aRion, An«na%d faith is accounted as 20 faith, or 
at beſt, *but « very little faith, by our bleſſed Lord, if you com- 
pare theſe Scriptures, Euke 8.35, with Mar. 4,40, Mat.28.26. 
*Tis of none, or very little acceptance with God, of none or ve- 


ry little «v4i/ for our good. 


(2) Keep up ſpecially the adherence and aſſurance of faith, 
_ The Adberexceof faith, This koits the heart of the holy Con- 
fefſor with Chrift in an indifſoluble league, If he ix, ir ſhall 
be with Chriſt. It he d/eh, ir ſhall be 7 Chriſt. Thus faith 
hath eſpoaſed Chriſts intere#tohim,and his owz to Chrift.Chrifs 
cauſe is his cauſe, Chriſts copcernwments are his concernuments; and 
there cannot be ſuch perſons or principles, as are fricnds or enc- 
miesto Chriſt, but this ſoule counts them bis friends, and His 
enemies, according to thedegree of light and knowledge which 
he hath. Whenthe zerporarie Profeſſor doth kiſs axdpart from 
him, zow this rue Confeflor eleaverh firmeil unto, and claſpeth 
faſfte#t about him, (AQ,11.23.loſh.23.8,) No cxigence, noexile, 
no threats, no tortures, ho diftreſs, nonat te death it ſelf can - 
take off the faith of adherence, from its teſtimony to his beloved 
and bleſſed Telus, The ſoul reſolves to live his $4int, er to dic 
his Martyr (Heb.11.35.——38$, Day,3,17,19.) Thoſe troubles 
which now looſen him from other comforts, do yet bind him 
tronger to his o»ly Chri#, (AQ.z 113. Phil. 1.21.) 
Kecepup the Aſſaraxce of faith likewiſe. Oh! . the comforts, 
courage and conſtancy that this mY furniſh you with ? Who Gn 
2 c 
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Tot  - Meanes of Confeſſion , Qus 
be afr4id of ſufferings, that atthe ſame time is aſſured of ſalvation? 
ofa eo be rh for confeſſut, that is aflured of heaves 
upon confeſſing * afraid tobreath ont his natural life in it, that is 
aſſured to exchange ik immediately for a better, for an eter»! 
life apon'#t : when he is ſure to exchange a filthy priſon for his Fa- 
thers Preſence, his ſtanding at mans bar, for ſitting upon Gods 
Bench, &c. Well Chriſtians, would you hold faft the Profeſſion 
of your faith without wevering : Draw near with atrue heart, in full 
aſ1nr axce of faith, Hold fait your confidence, and you will hold faſt 
yourconfeſfion, (Col. 2.2, Heb.10.22,23,) Are your ſpiritual 
Nates at an uncertaiaty * fit not downtherein : But give diligence 
ro the full aſcurance of hope ; make your. calling and election ſure, For 
he that deth theſe things ſhall never faile, Heb. 6,11. 2 Pet.1, 
', >» 

IT. (2) Get and keep up 4 ſpirit of patrence,. Brethren you have 
weed of patience, both tor eftabliſhing your Profeſſion, and enduring 
perſecution, and for expecting th:Promiſes, (Heb: 19.32. 44 finem) 
Take heed, keep paticnce, notonſy in habit, bur in aR, as you 
would keep andcrown your Profeſſion and Teſtimony tothe 
truth. of Jeſus. Lo! here #s the patience of the Saints? here are 
they that keep the Commandments of God, and the faith of Jeſus, 
(Rev. 119.14,12.) Patiexceis that, which muſt compoſe you to 
ar1for Confeſſion. VVhen you are out of a ſpirit of patience, 
you are out of your ſelf: poſeeſſion, and' therefore unfit for this. 
ſacred Profeſſion, or to ſuffgg perſecution. Therefore ourholy 
Maſter, who hath given us 4s example of patience in profeſſion, 
gives us allothis exhortation in order to our profeſſion, that i» 
patience we peſseſs our ſelves, (1Pet, 2,21, Luke 21.17, with 14. 
&c.) Patience will compleat you In confeſſion, and compenſate 0- 
ther wants and arerdden which befail you therein, by giving 
you n ſell-compaſedneſs, a ſweet conſtancy,. and1erene conſci-- 
ence, and ſweet communion with, - and experience of that God, 
. that Chriſt, which you ſuffer ig and for, Let patience have bat 
its perfect work, andyeſbul be egtire, wanting nothing, 1am. 1, 4+ 
Paticnce will q«/es and comfort you alfo therein, natwithſtanding 
perſecutions, For patienceworks experience by and under them, 

| | | and. 


Qu8 
3nd this again works hope which makerh nt aſhamed:andit waits &(G 
forthe expeitedend, and happy iflue promiſed,(Row.z.4,5-14. 10 
Mit.7.7, &6:) Be patient therefore grethren: The more patience 
che bercer profeſſion, and the more perſeverance.  $rabliſb: your 
tearts: againſt the difficulties that diſcourage you, and in- and 
to the dutics tobe diſcharged by you, 4nd be you followers of 
them, who through faith and patience have accompliſhed their Pro- 
feſjrow, and do inherit the Promiſes, Ia. 5. 8, 10; 11. Hebr. 
6, 


It. | 
(3) Keep up a ſpirir of prayer, The moſt eminent for tae ſpirit 
of prayer, have bcen moſt eminent for ſincere and feady Profe/- 
fron, Witneſs Elijah, Faceb, Moſes, Daniel, &c, 'Tis true, a 4if- 
leſs ſaying prayer will not produce any ſuch fiznal effeRts: Bur a 
lively praying in prayer (a$is laid of FZlias (697i ngern$e7o)he 
prayed in prajer) they will both prevail wth God, an4 preſerve 
you, and the intereſt of Godlineſs, (74.5 17.)There were in Indes- 
time, ſuch as had exchanged their fri profeſſion for a ſenſul pra- 
- Rice. But by what meanes might the Saints,to whom-he writes 
bepreſcrved therefrom ? By praying in the Holy Ghoſt, So might 
they keep themſelves in the love of God z, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord leſus Chrift unto eternal life, (Iude 19,20,) The *ſpirit* of 
Prayer bears down what ſtands in the way of Profeſſion; both in- 
wardly in your ſelves, and outwardly. amongft ſinners. . The 
Prieſts of Baal fell before it, and Peter bound with two chaines, was- 
freed dy it, (1 Kings 18, 36, 8&c., Acs12, 5,6,&c,) The ſpiric of 
prayer brings in divine $kill and ſtrength, and whatcyer elle is rc- 
quiſite to make good our Profeſſion, or to make our Profeſſion good, 
(1-. 1.5. As 4,29, Rom.8,26;27:) The ſpirit of prayer binds 
alſo devout fouls toa ſtrict and ſteady perfeverance, ſuitable to 
their own prayers, and this holy.Profefſſion, (Eph. 6.18, Rom" 
$.i5.17, Ceaſc not prayers then, which ingage God, intereſs the 
Goſpel, and improve his perfeRions and promiſes unto thy 
ſtrengrhning, and that without might ; and wnto all patience, ſaffer- 
ing with joyfulneſs, Col.1,1t. | 
Thus far of the weaves how we may x; the wanxer followeth ; 
how-we ſhould confeſs Chrifts And though the fgrmer Pats of | 
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igdifconrſe may afford dire&ions 'ac leaſt implicit; I ſhall yet adde.- 
; ſome thing 10 direft you more. explicizely., You muſt: confels. Chriſt, 
5.7; Undeifhandingly. With your own and'to others -nnderſfanding. 
"With" your own. Fare it{that you ſhould not underfland what you ſay; or 
' whereof you affirm. The wiſdom of the prudent 51 to underſtand his way. Un- 
\ Jefs:youbave how can you give «724/01 of the bope that is in you? And in- 
_ deed without underſtanding whas' you profeſs 3 .' you a& therein the 
part of a P arret, rather "then of a Profeſſor, (1Tim.1.7. Epb.$.17. 
' IPet, 3-15. Pcov.t4 8. Your Confeſlion muſt be to otbers underſtanding 
alſo. Yor bould rather ſpeak five words with your underſtanding, tbet by your 
"Voice. you may teach others olſo,tben cen thouſand words in an unknown tongue,or 
(which is co.che ſame effeX) in unknown termes. Elſe you ſpeak 1s the 
aire, rather then to advantage and edification , andare Barbariags to 0- 
:thers, who{did you ſpeak words eafee to be underſtcod) might bappily bleſs 
God for you, and be buile up in godlineſs by you, 1 Cor.142,— 20, 
Let thy wwouth then ſpeak of wiſdom, and the meditation of thy beart be of un- 
derſtending, Plal.49. 3. 
' 2, Undoubredly. As beleevers ſhould not be of doubtful mindes, ſo, 
nar of doubttul mouthes:but withont cloudie obſcuritier, ſhould cons 
eſs openly as things are, according tothe plainneſs and fimplicicy of the 
Goſpel, and the praſent circumſtances whetein they are ; after che pre- 
cedents of Jeſus. himfelf, and Jebn his fore-cunner, ( Luke 13.8. 2Cor. 
12,13. Tobn 10.24,25.1.19.,——24.) Your. diſcourſes ſhould drive 
Howe to the conſciences of them that hear.you, that by manifeFation of 
the Trith, you may commend your ſelves to every mans conſcience in the 
fight of God; Thar if their conſciences do not acquit you, as the Phari- 
ſees once did Paul, yet they may*awe and accuſe them, 2Cor.4 2,5,11. AF. 
-23,9:24»25s 
. 3. Undawntedly. With beldreſs of ſpirit within, and boldneſs of ſpecch 
without; yea, with all boldueſs alwazes (Phil. 1,20, A &.4.29.)you ſhould 
pen. our month with boldneſſe ts: make known the myſtery of 1h: Goſpel. This 
will ſhake the corfidences of finners, and both ſearch and ſeize the con. 
ſciexces and ſpirits of the hearers, firengthen the communion of Saints, 
and is- faked with the concurrence of God himſelf, ( Fpb. 6. 19. AF. 
4-1 3.13+46. 4-31;32.. 14.3.) Confider ] beſeech you the preciou#conſe= 
quence; ' the pattern of Chriſt, the primitive Confeſſors, the prints of 
Godand his Goſpel upon your Cauſe and Gall, and what then may 
daunt or diſmay you ! Sirs, you ſhould wax confident (not cold) by or 
bonds, cud be” mpch more bold (not more backward) rs ſpeak the Ford of God 
without fear, TPhil.x 14. Eph. 6.20. ; 
4. Vndividedly, both as to your ſelves, and as to other gy s 
: 10n 


wy , 


F 


are mighty through God,to che pulling dawn of the ſtrong helds-of ſigne atid Satan. . 
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— fion va work;that requireth arcady concourſe of your whole ſelurr,of the! ſoul 


and ſpirit,/ amd body, for the outward at; and inward animation. (Ram Qo; 


9% IPet.z.15.) Anda rea! concurrenc? of all 'the Saints, * Gebal, and An 


mon and Amalek combine'in unzodlinefs, and ſhall the godly quarrel 
onethe other inthe Goſpel. O 1 | Where are thee go/den taches of the. Tas 
bernacle, that ſhould wire the-many Curtains into one lent of Confefiors, 
Alas! for che ſftaffe of beauty, and for the ſtaffe of bands, ſo trengely broken! 
Ween ſhall Chriſtians ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind ! and ftrive to* 


getber for the faith of the Goſpe! and nomore againk one another, 'in uw» - 


godly fatiions) Tac unity of Confeſſors will be th:zr glory, and big alfa, 
to-whom they confeſs, 'Tis the badge, *cis the beauty, *cis the bl:\ſing 
ofthe Church, Afy Dave is but one (faith Chriſt) the daugb:er ſaw ber 
and bleſſed ber, Yea; they? the Lord com nandeth the bleſſing, even life for 
evermore, (Ex041.36.13. Phil.1.27. Zach.i1,10,14, Cintic.6,9, Plal. 
133. throuMout, EL | a 

_ 5- Uuſcignedly ; both as concerns the external managemeat of-.your 
Confeſſion, and the internal minde wherewich.you confeſs. , You may 
'NOt corrupe the: Word of God, nor contemper humane traditions with:df. - 
vine truths z orcunningly-dawb over your own worldly ends orerrors, 
yea or G 34s wark an4 intereſt with the entici1g words of me1s wiſdom. 
This work-muſt be done in demouſtratson of 1b2 ſpirit and of power. As of fin> 
CeFE1y, 'as of God, in1h2 fight of God, fo farld you ſpeakin Chriſt, (2Cer, 247. 
Col.2.18,21, 1Cer.2.4 5-) Alas! forthe old holy fimplicicy and lin. 


cericy-of Pcofeſlion, which is ſwallowed up (moft-what). ia+the fink - 


'of ſelfiſhpolicy, though ſpread and ſhadowed over with ſeveral guizes of 
ty, Chriſtians; look to yaur ſpirits ag well as ſpezch. B: ſure you ſpeak + 
the trath in and from your bearts. Bring us forth your .good things aut of the good 
tredfare of 4 Food beart, ( Pſal15.1,2. Adat.12:34535) Lt your: thoughts 


ſenſe whar' your tongues ſperk ::T hat is the excellent Confeſfizn which 
'cometfrom- experience in the ſpeak :r,; who ſpeaks what b2 feels, and, is 
.ufually -confequented with choiceſt- effe&tz in; the hearers, who - 


feel what the 'oth:rs ſpeck; (1 Jon I» 15 35 41 AT. 4+. 203; 216 . 
6, Univerſelly: both as reſpefts things-anJ cimes: wick the: limits 


-premiſed, © You'maſt never flinch, till you;have: finiſhed your teſtimony, 
A6er' facbear confeſſing till you: have finiſbed your counſe,; dutimut 


.'Gghe 
ic oft ro the laſl_drop in the good figh!:of faithy* as ever you would finde 
that Crows of righteouſneſſe, . which the Lord the righyeons Fudge reſerveth 
for hisvigorious Confeſſors, who: will. not: qui:!..the'- Cauley nor ' 
deſert the Colours, CRev.: 11. 7, +2: Tim. 4. 7.) . On with your 


Fpicituat armour, you holy C 5nfelſors; {you and I in this cauſe. .abhar 


Civil):gird them faſt abbut you, having the jel. of- faith in one hand, 
and the Sword of the; Spirit, which is the IYord of God, in the other. Theſe - 


Fullaw / 
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Follow the Caftain of your ſalvc1ion, who was made perfelt through ſufferings) 
Love got your livesto chedeath z You have not yet refiſtednnto blood, 
ftciving againſt ſin, Behofd? \Chriſthach ſec before thee an/open door,  £ 
bold Confe _— have a Bleſſed Concluſion, in an happy Conqueſt, - or an 
honourable-Crown, Be thou faittful univ death, | and | -wall give hee the 
Crown of life, (Row.13.12, Eph.6, 11, ww—wig. 2C0Or. 10.4. Hb. 2. 
10. Rev.12.1t. Heb. 2.6. Rev. 3.8, 2,50. by | 
of ſane Give no offence, n0, nct in any thing, or unto any man, 
"that theblefſed G>ofpel. be notblamed, (r Cor. 10.32: 2Cor.6. 3+ )Lwd 
It not herein over other men, as iftheir faith were co be limited by thy 
faith, much leſs by thy phancie, ' (2 Cor:1 24. 1Pete5,3 )' B: lowly and 
'meck in your anſwers, to them thav'ask you: yea, though they are ad» 
verſaries to you, (r Pet.3.15+ 2Tsm.2.25.) Set afide, whatever matters 
or modes of exprefli >1 may juſtly harden or provoke them, and itudy to 


pleaſe wher.in thou maycſlt profic them, (1 Cor. 10. 33. Rom, 15.2) 


Cotmport yourſelves agreeable to the circumſtances you arein : » O- 
thers loſe the benefit, 'and. your ſelves may loſe the bl: ſfing of your 
Confeſſion, by an unbecoming circamſtance, oft=times therein. Mind,what 
they can now bear, who are private men, (lob» 16 12.) and: whoſe au» 


thority they alſo bear, who are pablick Magiſtrates ;; That ybur.zeal » 


for God may be tempered with ſubmiſſion to Governours, as it ought, 
and fb neither thoſe nor theſe may toke any jult offence, (1Pet. 2.13. 
—=7.Rm13.45. OS LT $-0.%-73/85| Crs 
*.$; Vitimately for GoJ. 'Tis the. end, ſpecially of jntention, that puts 
the due eſtimate upon any employment or ation. FSpiritkal exerciſes 
-witbout ſpiritual ends fignifie nothiwg in Gods efttem, ( Zech. 7- 5» 6, Hoſ-7. 
14+) Thetrue value of all Confeſſion, wherber vocal or virtual, active 
or paſiive, isprincipally from your eadiin Confeſtion: _ not fromthe 
endof Confellior(finic oferis) bat from your end in Confeſſion(finis operan- 
ti-2Whatevec prok flion you make,or per ſecutions you-endure, it your 
(purpoſe arid deſign thereby-determiut bur: in your felves, in felf-applayſ, 
ſelf-3pprobation, Sc. you' miſerably deſtroy 'the' ſame as to your ſouls 
adyantage, and our Saviours acceptation3becauſe you therein meke:;your 
ſelves, your God, your-idol,' and manifcſtly uſurp upon'the ghroge of 
-God, andſhill checeforereap nothing but ſhame andſorrow,*(ſereF7. 
13.16.10, 11. Pſal.73.27.) Seechin,: thar you do not ſpoile/all-axlaft 
with not intending Gad upmoſt. Let yonr Confeſſions of the Tumbs of 
"Gil, toncludeand terminate alone inthe: Gal of Truth. | Tf your (qnat be rot- 
$6113 Jour Fhine' dll aiitl abuſt Relszton. \T trough your bodies 2rapibe burnt, 
teitherſ0uls ror bodies ſhall debleſt : :Afid thong b you may; be. killed 
and called Martytryetias Jong avCharityzoward God was not your prin» 
ciple, and the Ghry of God was not your end,you ſhall be {ure to lote the 
Crown of Maityrd.m. , ©. 7 ITT SLarety 
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